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7 HAT there a1 re ſo many and f great 
ervils in this world, and that Chriſ- 
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1 
RR * 


tianity has had ſo little effect in remedying 


thoſe evils; are the twe 0 main objeRions 


to natural religion, and the Chriſtian Re- wal 
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velation—How far theſe objections are 1 1 
removed in the following diſcourſes, 5» 
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one will judge for himſelf, who, vouchſafes 


to read them with attention, and who 0 


thinks ſubjects of this nature worthy of 
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his inquiry and reflection. 
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Is the contemplation and ſtudy of the 
boundleſs univerſe; the more accurate and 
extenſive our views become, the more marks 
of wiſdom and goodneſs we diſcover, and | 


the more the evils of the world appear 
211951 5 5 a 3 = 100 | 
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3 , 3 Y 5 7 
To 


xviii INTROQUP TIN 7 
to be diminiſhed; or to be admitted for ; 
viſe. reaſans, and conducive 40 ſalutary 
ends. Hence ariſes a probability, which 
continually ir increaſes in pro Ae to the 
increaſe of our knowledge, That in re- 
ſpect to the univerſal conſtitution of things 
and the whole Purpoſe « of eternal Prov 
dence, there 1 18 no evil nor imperfectign: 
and that how weak or imperfect ſogver 
any ſpecies of creatures are formed, "and 
tho' made liable to do and ſuffer | many 
evils; yet they are formed for a 2d pyr- 
poſe, fill their proper place, and are a 
right and requiſite part of an infipite and 
PX feet Whole. . . . 
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Philoſophy refert us to heh remote worlds : 
and parts of the univerſe, the inviſible ſcale 
of beings aſcending upwards, and the pro- 
bable relations and proportions which this 
world and its inhabitants may bear at 

Preſent to thoſe diſtant worlds and ſuperior 
natures. The Chriſtian revelation dĩrects 
93 view to * and repreſents the 
87 E ſcene 
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. forme, of this world as introduRe EE 
ther, and as terminating in 4 . e- 

volution; when all the evils ef human 
nature ſhall be aboliſhed, and the virtue 
and happineſs of mankind for ever eſta- 
' bliſhed : it refers us then to remote ages, 


and the relation which Ergen times and 
events t en W wet the N 
man ene 


The effects 5 . gon ab It 
the world, if f it be left to the voluntary | 
uůſe or abuſe of mankind, muſtof neceſſit 
be Aimilar to thoſe of the univerſal revelation. 
of nature. And it muſt either be fo t; 
or elſe a ſupernatural or miraculous power 

muſt be employed univerſally and per 
tually, in order to ſecure it from abuſe, 
and to preſerve and eſtabliſh its influence 
on mankind. Thus indeed, moſt or many 
of the evils of the world and the vices of 

human. nature, might, in probable. ap" | 
| pearance, be prevented or remedied. 
o ſuppoſe that thoſe evils, which = 
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Miracles . WY of i in . 
tion of a particular revelation, are in ſome 
meaſure ſimilar to the divine operations in 
the formation of the world and of man- 
kind, and may conſpire to the ſame end. 

But the univerſal and perpetual uſe of them 
would in effect ſubvert or change the plan 

of nature, and © conſequently could not 
conſpire to the ſame end. Hence | ariſes 
a ſtrong preſumption, that the miracles 
reported in various legends, as wrought 
every where and for trivial purpoſes, are 
Counterfeits. But to determine from hence, 
as an ingenious writer hath done, That 26 
miracles were ever wrought, for any pur- 
poſe, or in ſubſervience to the ends for 
which the world and mankind were made; 
is determining a "Oy by - prejudice, 
| which 


6 9 Sence vor ima. 
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The * i ; a appears. LY 
be ſo ſenſible of the clearneſs and ſtrength, 
of the Apoſtolic teſtimony to the reality of 

the miracles related in the Goſpel 71 that 
with all his ſubtlety, he finds no other 

way to evade it, than by. aſſerting,.. That 
miracles are in their on nature h. in- 
credible, that they cannot be made cr. | 
dible in any. circumſtances, by. any human 
teſtimony whatſoever, tho' connected with 
the higheſt moral: reaſons. and ends ; an aſ- 
ſertion entirely modern, contrary to the 
judgment of the wiſeſt men in all paſt 
ages, and che common ſenſe of man- 
kind; who have always thought the gene- 
ral ſuppoſition, of ſome miracles being 

' wrought for ſome ends, fo very credible, that 

they have been ready to believe them in 

every circumſtance, on the Aigbreſi teſti- 
mony, and ſeparate from all moral reaſons 
or important ends. 


Our 
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5 of others concerning rbeir experience, are ? 
1 8 two different ſources of our knowledge, | 
WO... py neat ppoſ 3 
. other; and as an over balance to all 9 fi- 

1 any in the caſe. of miracles, He-ſophifti 


cally puts into the oppoſite ſcale, under 


| the name of experience, what is really a 


want of it, or, o experience at n. The 
experience of the Apoſtles was di rent 
from, but not contrary to that of the reſt 
of mankind: juſt as the experience of thoſe 
who have felt an carthquake, differs from, 
but is not contrary to that of all others 
who have never felt one. Or, as it ap- 
pears to all our ſenſes, and to vulgar ex- 
perience (or more Peper essen 
that the earth is at reſt; when upon the 

teſtimony of Aſtronomers, we believe it to 
move with aſtoniſhing rapidity. * 


Another and late noble writer, who was 
very capable of diſtinguiſhing between the 
Apoſtle Pauls defence of Chriſtianity againſt 

2 the 


an ChriGianit 5755 wach bsh befor 
a * mem; yes confaunds- 
and abus . — 


— u ſuch arguments with th 
Jews, as were Volt proper to overcome 

their - prejudices, He charges him alſa 
1 with teaching prone doctrines of an election 
of particular perſons to eternal Salvation, 
without reſpect ta their actions; and of 
unlimited obedience to the moſt abſolute 
tyranny. Thus he endeavours to throw 

an odium upon his writings and charac- 
ter. But if any writer was to comment 
upon any other ancient Book, with ſuch igno- 
rance or miſrepreſentation of his Author's 
ſenſe and ſpirit, as this Jate noble writer does, 
together with many others, both Deiſtical 
and Chriſtian, upon the New Teftament ; f 
What a contemptible ore v would he make 
in n the eee ſetters? 2* 591 


, , , 
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It 


is 


; lf in apr : Advocate fe 
religion, inftead ert telling! us 1 
what that Chad is, Which he means 
to defend, and giving us à clear definition 
of it; hath left reaſon to fulpect, if not 
his total want of ſincerity, yet that his 
main intention was to vindicate, not ſo 
much the doctrines contained in the New 
Teſtament, as ſome articles that lie elſe- 
where; : Otherwiſe, the Chriſtian cauſe 
would have been more highly obliged to 
him, for employing his an "0 and un 
e in its de fene. 
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>. x 4 


0 of Annen perſpicuity TING 
guage, and ſtrength of argument, are eſ- 
ſential characters of a good Author upon 
the ſubject of religion: eſpecially, there 
ought to be no room for ſuſpecting (which 
ever ſide the Author eſpouſes in any con- 

troverted point), that he had any other 
deſign than that of inveſtigating and re- 
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this rule; Which is the only merit he aſ- 
a to himſelf. And as to any errors Ie . 
hich n may. \polbdly, be im uted to him, 
his apology. lies, in, the following. words of 4 
Cicero ; ; which I would heartily recom- "oj 
14 
mend to the conſideration of all who writs 7 | 
arti. h religious ſubje ects :— — 1 8 N 
GC "Hoe * | An” liberiores & ſolutiores . | 
a0 5 ; 
umus, uod integra nobis eſt aden 
inn hing a e rg ; 
* Cic. Acad, Queſt, Albugot 11555) 
7 73 I PO- 5 


5 Hl 12 — Nam erterit primdtm, 
ante tenent ir Akerieti 8 


mino tees, a ade ini 
Elida, aut ura elicujus; —— 


| dudierunt, ofstione : 


diſciplinam quaſi pe — ke eam 
tanquam ad ſaxum adhæreſcunt. Nam 
quod dicunt omnia fe Eredere ei, alem 
judicent fe fälle ſapienteni, probarety; fi id- | 
ipſum rudes & indocti judicare potuiſſent 
ſtatuere enim quis f fit gpiend ver maxim vi. | 
detur eſſe ſapientis. Sed, ut potterunt, ottini. 
bus rebus and; tis, cognitis etiam reliquis- 
rum ſententiis, judicaverunt ; aut, re fe. 
mel audita, ad uus ſe auctoritatem contu- 
lerunt. Sed, neſcio quomodo, plerique 
errare malunt, eamque ſententiam quam 
adamaverunt pugn aciſſime defendere; 
quam, ſine pertinacia, quid conffantitimẽ 
n 62s in +7 
ot Pg « But 
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2 obligation of defending: whatever” hath 
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pic puren xeſerve” entire duft 
«+ privilege of judging, imei ate under nd 


Fa e ve and as it were authority, 
on its ſide. For ether men are from the 


« finſk' confined and fettered, before theß 
« are capable of forming a judgment; and 


| COD determine upon the moſt 


ſubjects; at a0 time of life when 


P Weir underftandings are the weakeſt; 


« either in deference to the opinion of {brite 8 


„ friend, or being captivated with the 
* diſcourſe of ſome perſon whom they 


« firſt heard: and whatever ſyſtem they 


_ « happen to be thrown upon, cling to 


<« it, as to a rock. As to what they | 
« ſay of their putting an implicit con- 


ce fidence, in the judgment of one whom 


they believe to be a wiſe man ; could 
« agree to it, provided ignorant and il- 
< literate perſons were capable of judging 


* who is a wiſe man: but this very thing 


* * to me to require the greateſt wiſ- 
e dom. 
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e term Ads ung, or reſurrecti 
ration to life; or 
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1 5 operation or ev nt. 
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4 | enjoy ment; 3 1 any coke to what 
becomes of the body. The reaſons ar 


„  reffion,, as denoting ſimply a reſtoration to 
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life; the language of the New Teſtament 
on this Ot] is perfectly intelligible and 
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ut is ambiguous, if not un- 


intelligible, if we underſtand that word, 


as having a reference to the body his 
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xxx ADVERT 1s; ME NT 
reaſon will «er to 2 who arefally : 

"'@ ) Tum. is no uch pre en to be 
found, in any of the writers of the Ne ] 
Teſtament, as a Reęſurrection of the body, 
or of the feſh: and it is very unãccount- 
able that they ſhould never uſe ſuch an Eb, 
preſſion, if ſuch was their meaning. 


(3) Tux Apoſtle dectares, that feſb and 15 | 


blood cannot inherit the kingdom of GOD ; 
neither doth corruption inberit incorruption. 
But if there ſhall be a reſurrection of the 
body; and the ſpiritual incorruptible bodies 153 
of men in the future ſtate ſhall be com- 
poſed of the ſame materials as theſe mor- 
tal bodies; — then feſh and blood may be ſaid 
to iuberit the kingdom of GOD, tho' diffe- | 
rently modified, and corruption is made beir 
to incorruption. 2 
(4.) Tux Apoſtle's s enumerating the git. = 
ferent bodies in the viſible creation, I Cor, 
xv. is foreign to his purpoſe, if he meant 
to illuſtrate a reſurrection of the body : ; 
He ought rather to have pointed out to 
our obſervation the changes and transfor- 
mations which the ſame. bodies undergo. 
But if he meant to ſhew, that the divine 
power may inveſt men in a future ſtate 
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elucidate his ſubſeet; And 
priety, Thers's iT an animal 
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(6 Tur Apoſtle alfigns to 
| and "the fr e body, not 55 
this, — Th orrupti 
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0 tus 1 . are 5 works; ; n 
| wiſdom haſt thou made them all. 


I 0 be convinced that all ung a are 
| formed and conducted by Infi- 
nite Power and Wiſdom, to the worthi- 
eſt ends, is the beſt foundation of religion 
in the minds of men. This conviction muſt 
ariſe from an attention to the works and 
; providence of God: and in order to it, we 
muſt enter thoroughly into the ſentiments 
of the Pſalmiſt in the text, O Lord, how 
manifold are thy works ; 5 11 wiſdom hat thou 
made them all. 1 


Iris power, IO] and 19506 
neſs, may be conſidered as comprehend- 
ing all the of God ,ſo far as we 
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are able to conceive ok his nature. His 
wiſdom, then, is not to be defined as a diſ- 5 
tinct attribute; but as conſiſting in the 
application of his infallible knowledge and 
almighty power in obtaining the purpoſes 
of his goodneſ: it ĩmplies his d gn in all 


his operations, a 1 10 Rag N the lit : 
tft ma N ger to 


viſe. Creator and Ruler hath i in ., 


11 


es p 
5 8 the infinite and eternal ſcheme of 
his creation and providence ; ; it is moſt ra- 
| tional in a }itlelf, moſt honourable to. God, 
| and moſt {t ſt agreeablg t to the natural Tenſe 
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in human nature, which Grefth ſerves. to 
deter men p from wickedneſs, and incite them 
: to virtue. The all-wiſe Creator. hath 
| infuſed a ſenſe into the hearts of men, by 
which they are taught to ſee a beauty and 
worth in virtuous diſpoſitions and actions, 
and a deformity and malignity in vice: ſo 
that the mind i is immediately affected with 
an approbation, or cenſure, and an idea of 
merit, or guilt, reſulting from an action, 
without waiting to examine the conſe- 
quences, as injurious or beneficial to our- 
ſelves or to ſociety. This is an admirable 
proviſion in our nature; as the under- 
ſtanding or ſpeculative reaſon , would often > = 
be too flow, or too cool, or too much] per- 
plexed, and admoniſh and deter men from 
bad actions, and lead them to a right and 
juſt conduct. Conſcience has a quicker and 
warmer operation, ſtriking with an in- 
ward horror at the thought of wickedneſs, 
and ſuggeſting a ſecret confidence and 
pleaſure 1 in virtuous deſigns and actions. | 
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* and reputation ariſing from one kind 
of behaviour, and of ſhame and reproach ; 
from the contrary. This is well known to 
be a general and powerful principle in hu⸗ 
man nature. And, upon the Whole, it 
operates in favour of virtue; reſtraining 7 
men from baſe and criminal actions, and 
exciting them to ſuch as are in themſelves 
worthy and commendable. For tho the 
praiſe and cenſure of the world are ſome- 
M mes grievouſly miſplaced,  thro' accident, 
ignorance, or prejudice ; yet virtue and 
ſincere piety, have a natural and allowed 
claim to the eſteem of mankind; and vice , 
as naturally inherits their odium and con- ; 
: tempt. 
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tue and religion, by Experience of the tranſ- 
actions and events of life, by obſerving 
the actual conſequences of virtue and 
piety on the one hand, and of 3 impiety and 
wickedneſs on the other, in regard both to 
private 
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Inſtances are not frequent, or according to 
the general Courſe of human affairs; and 
the examples of men reduced to diſgrace, 


poverty, diſeaſes, or an untimely end, by 
their vices, are far more numerous, The 


more accurately we obſerve the conſequences | 
of different conduct, the more we ſhall be 


convinced, that honour, peace, and ſecu- 


rity are the uſual and natural effects of a 


religious temper and virtuous conduct; and 
that impiety in principle, and villainy and 
debauchery in practice are the high-road, 
not to honour and happineſs, but to in- 
famy, miſery, and deſtruction in this 
: world. By example and experience men 
are taught the mean and wretched conſe- 
quences of intemperance and profligacy ; 
the tormenting ſenſations and dire effects 
of envy, malice, and violent wrath ; the 
corroding cares and perplexities of avarice 
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vation and experience. Happy they, who 
in purſuance of this divine intention, are 
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miſery of it: and {till happier they, who 


prevent repentance; and without taſting | 


the bitter fruits of vice, learn virtue by the 
inſtruction and example of others. 
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by nature to learn knowledge, yet there 2 
Is much i ignorance and error in the, world, | 


and finally, as the Goſpel was intended to 
bring Chriſtians to virtue and holineſs, - yet 
many, remain impenitent and unreformed: A 
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frame of the world and of mankind, to. 
lead them to the practice of virtue and 
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aſide to evil: GOD. made man upright, but 


they have ſought out many inventions: 2 they 
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The concluſion i is, that in every wrong 
action we commit, we take ſhame and 
confuſion to ourſelves; and avoid adding 
to our folly and iniquity, by charging it 


upon nature, and arraigning the works 


and deſigns of Almighty Gop, who 15 


righteous in all his ways and boly in all his 
works: that we ſtudy to underſtand, and 


gratefully acknowledge the wiſe and be- 


neficent intentions of our all-· perfect Crea- 


tor in every thing he hath made and ap- 
pointed: that we endeavour to conform 
to thoſe intentions, and purſue the ends 


of our creation And finally, that with 
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- when the ſpirits are vigorous, and'the 


imagination and affections find many agree 

able objects, and all nature ſeems to preſent L 
its livelieſt colours, and to ſmile with a beau- 
tiful aſpect; then, It is a fine world:“ 


we deſire no other or better: life appears 


to be a ſcene of entertainment and delight; 3 
we are very well ſatisfied with it; and are 
ready to think that this pleaſure and feli- 
city is the beſt and only purpoſe of human 


life On the other hand, in the ſeaſons 
of affliction, when the ſpirits are enfeebled 
or broken with diſtempers or diſappoint- 
ments, when every object is ſeen in the 
darkeſt view, when all nature around us 
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e to lower, and the proſpect before 
us viſibly terminates in the gloomy cavern 
of death; then, © It is a diſmal. world,” — 
All is vanity and veration of ſpirit : and we 
are ready to adopt the plaintive expoſtula- 

tion of the Pſatnift, Wherefore no ow 
mate all men in b vain 0 


I both theſe inſtances, the ſentiments | 
flow, not from reaſon and judgment, but 

from temper, fancy, or paſſion, and are 
equally weak and groundleſs; proceeding 
in both, upon this ale ſuppoſition, that 
our happineſs in this life is, or ought to 
have been, the principal view of the Al- 
mighty Creator in our formation. From 
this falſe principle, and from ſelf. partiality 
and prejudice, we firſt aſſume a right to 
compleat happineſs; and when we find 
ourſelves diſappointed, and involved in 
trouble and perplexity; then aſſume a 
right to murmur and complain, and even 
to accuſe nature itſelf, and ſay in our hearts, 
that Gop hath made the world in vain? 
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i is equally ſo of the Huing tr tutires that 
inhabit it; which are all ſubſervient to the 
intention of the Creator, and may anſwer 


many putpoſc far beyond the conception 
of our underſtandings. But men are 


Nes, and their own: Pleaſure and-advan- 
date in life; and are with difficulty taught 
26 conceive, that the world in general, and 
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world we have not weng e 5 


„ 6: continually referring every thing to them- 


7 


- human nature in particular,” are framed to 
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Tur enge of e wiſdom r 
ward into ſpaces and ages, infinitely be- 
yond the limits of our ſerifſe and know- 
ledge. And the lines appear to us as ab- 
ruptly broken off,” only becauſe we can no 
longer diſcern the cbntinnante or connec- 
tion. We may purſue things to the limits 
aſſigned us; but in vain do we attempt to 
proceed further, and paſs on to things in- 


- viſible, and the boundleſs creation that lies 
beyond, of which we know nothing par- 


G2 ticular, 


e Wits 


marks of creative pardon aac ns 
matter of inſtruction, and clearly points 


out to us {everal deneficent 


purpoſe of our creation and reſidence in 
this world. Theſe ends are, as I: have en- 
deavoured to ſhew in preceding diſcourſes, 
The ſupport and agreeable enjoyment of 
life, and the attainment of knowledge, 
- Piety, and virtue.——ln the following diſ- 
courſe we ſhall further eonſider theſe ſeve- 
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en en Wersten neceſſary to all enjoy- 
ment of happineſs, and to all attainment 
of knowledge and virtue, —The delights 
which Gon hath indulged to human life, 
and which render it upon the whole a 
happineſs, are the natural evidence of his 
goodneſs; without which there could be 
no piety or religion: they are alſo inti- 
- mately connected with the affections of hu- 
- manity and ſoeial virtue. In like manner, 
- knowledge, virtue, and piety are the ſup- 
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me very ier vieh fo frequently be. 
cuts, | between conſeience and appetite; 
reaſon and paſſion private inclination and 
public affection; the precepts of religion 
and the maxims of ſelf-intereſt; this very 
tcomtrariery is the ſtrongeſt demonſtration of 
cunſteney and unity of deſign, in the all- 
wiſe Creator, as intending the good order 
of the world in general. The various 
means and intentions, which appear in all 
tlie parts of nature, terminate in one end, 
in reſpe& to the whole, which is, the great- 
eſt good; and for bis very reaſon are cal- 
culated to different and contrary ends in re- 
yard to individual. ——Al other ends are 
ſubordinate to virtue and piety in fingle 
L But in ſociety, virtue and reli- 
gion 
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There is undoubtedly infinite wiſdom, 
beauty, and goodneſs, even where we are 
able to make little or no — 7 2 Bur 


men to pins Can: : for the 
works of the. Lord are great, fought out of all 
them that have pleaſure therein. It is the 
character of the. foaliſb and wicked, that they 
regard not the works of the Lord, nor conſider 
the operations of his hand and it is an im- 
pious contradiction in men to ꝓrofeſs re- 
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fooliſhly. charge them with error and 5 
conſiſtencey; it is no better than a Vain 
flattery or ſolemn mocking of Gob, Aten 
wards to celebrate his infinite wiſdom, 
juſtice and goodneſs; We muſt firſt learn 
and underſtand the marks of divine wif- 
dom and goodneſs in the creation, before 
we can aſcribe theſe perfections to him with 
any real meaning or devout 1 intention. 
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ſcore of human ignorance and error? 


wor ks .of creation, becauſe we cannot ac- 


count for every thing? Do we judge of the 


divine works and deſigns, as if we were 


equal to him in wiſdom and underſtanding * 


— he real wonder i 195 that we are able to 
perceive ſo much of order and wiſe deſign, 
and that things do not appear in greater 


confuſion to our dark and confuſed under- 
ſtandings.— And all would be in reality 


confuſion and diſorder, and there could 
be no order, concord, or happineſs i m the 
world, if there was not a Being of wiſ⸗ 
dom, goodneſs, and power ſuperior to our 
comprehenſion, who was the Maker and 


diſpoſer of the world and all things in 
it. Whatever portions of loro, good- 


neſs and happineſi are found in the Crea- 


tion, they are ſo many proofs of wiſdom 


and benevolence in the Creator. And 


if the general conſtitution and courſe of 
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nature is evidently directed to beneficent 0 
ends; the ſeeming contradiction of par- 5 
ticular events only proves our ignorance 


and incompetence of judgment. To 
contrive and erect, out of the materials 


of this viſible world, a ſyſtem compre- 
henfive of ſuch magnificent appearances 
and various beauties, and productive of 


ſuch ſucceſſive harveſts of knowledge and 
virtue, joy and happineſs, as occur to 


human obſervation; is an operation ſo 
excellent and divine, as could not be de- 
ſigned and executed, but by a being 
whoſe perfections are not to be doubted 
of, but adored and praiſed, and who 
merits infinitely more than all the eſteem, 
truſt and confidence we can place in 
him. The further we extend our enqui- 
ries into the operations of nature, the 

more clearly we diſcern a wiſdom and 
goodneſs forming and directing the whole; 
and it appears the more reaſonable duty 


to place all difficulties to the account 


of 


of the Divine bt tions... : 


of our own ignorance, and to acknows. 
led ge the abſolute Prrieghion of the divine 
mf ure, . 


- 


We hive hitherto endeavoyr ed to I | 


monſtrate, from hu an experience, the 


divine intentions in the formation of the : 
world, to produce and maintain life, pleas 


ſure, knowledge, and virtue; and the con- 
ſſtency of thoſe intentions, as uniting in 
one general end, the good or happineſs 
of human ſocicty. — And if this was 
the deſign of the Almighty Creator in 


the conſtitution of the world; it evident- 


ly follows, that whoever acts in a many 
ner contrary to that deſign; whoever, 
thro' any wrong byaſs of private intereſt 
or pleaſure, which he imagines will ac- 
crue to himſelf, ſhall become injurious to 
ſociety, or ſhall refuſe to diſcharge thoſe 
relative and ſocial duties, which are the 


foundations of public good, or ſhall in- 
per ate debaſe and corrupt his oWn 
* na- 
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Connection 

nature, WY dat himſelf for "the 
duties of life; ; every ſuch perſon 3 is att 
offender in the fight of Gov, by follow- 
ing his own will, humour, fancy, or ap- 
petite, in oppoſition to the conſtitution 
and will of ſovereign wiſdom : and every 
ſuch offender is liable to puniſhment, 
from that moral and judicial government, 
which (as I ſhall ſhew hereafter) Gop 
hath eſtabliſhed ; and which is in ſome 
meaſure interwoven with the preſent con- 
ſtitution of things : : In the progreſs of 
his wickedneſs, he will meet with en- 
creaſing ſymptoms of divine diſpleaſure: 
his own conſcience, mankind around him, 
and at laſt all nature will put on a hof- 
tile and menacing aſpect, and will com- 
bine in his utter deſtruction. But he 
who faithfully and piouſly purſues the 
end for which he was created, will find 
peace in his o.] nn mind, and kriendſhip 
with other men; and finally enjoy the 
diſtinguiſhed favour of the Almighty. Ma- 
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ker and righteous governer of the uni- 


verſe, 


Axp thus, ſelf-love and ſocial- virtue, 
private happineſs and publick good unite ; 
and the ends of divine wiſdom appear ac 
fectly conliſtent, 
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The Order and Beauty of the Vi- 
ſible Creation. 
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The ROWS 7 the Lord are great ; alt þ out 
of all them that have Pere therein.” net 


8 H E world is 18 not a a compoſition. of 


disjointed and incoherent mate- 
rials, or of parts that bear no Proportion 
or relation to each other ; but is a regular 
and perfect ſyſtem : and the whole carth 
is to be conſidered in this view, as one 
work, or one creature of Almighty Power, | 
probably, amidſt numberleſs others of the 
ſame find, to which it may ſtand related 
in a manner unknown to us.—As every 
living creature on earth has a relation to 
its own kind, and to the whole earth; yet 
is at the ſame time compoſed of parts, 
which have a mutual connection with, and 
| 5 ſub⸗ 
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ener to each other, whereby it be- 
comes one diſtinct ' and compleat, animal ; 
ſo the earth itſelf may have a relation to 
other worlds; but 1 is at the ſame time a 
ſeparate and entire ſyſtem in itſelf, with 
reſpect to its conſtituent parts and move- 
ments; which are all made in ſubſervience 
to the conſtitution ang deſign of the 
whole. 


We Mould endeayour, ther efore, to take 
ſuch views of nature, as to be able to con- 
template, in ſome degree, the grandeur 
and beauty of this magnificent pi oduction 
of divine wiſdom; and to diſcern the ex- 
act proportions, the mutual correſponden- 
cies, the various counterpoiſes, the regu- 
lar arrangements, and harmonious move- 
ments of the ſeveral parts: that by ſuch 
views, our minds may be enlarged, and 
our hearts excited, to a more intelligent 
and more devout admiration of the adora- 
ble Creator. 


„„ Art 


- ALL: nature: is divineart; and the ſtruca 
win motion of every thing in the vit | 
ſible creation the effect of the great a 
ficer's deſign. It is our 8/idneſs that f 
the beauty, our ignorante that conceals the 
wiſdom of the werks ef Gop. I every 
part and operation of the viſible world} 
there is ſomething of divine {kill apparent ; 
to us; but far more that lies beyencdt zur 
ſearch, and eludes even the moſt fübffle 
inquiry and eager pur uit of the ratet 
human genius. In endeavoüring tô dif- 
cover the proceſs of creatibe wiſdom it 
any inſtance, "we find it in orie 1 
fering itſelf to our view, in others retitffly 
and . 20 a 462 Sens 
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of ſome river + aiding 4 0 in its e 
channel, and obſerves how it beautifles and 
enriches the fertile vale, and refreſhes the 
thirſty animals which repair thither'to 
draw in the fluid element; his view is i= 
100 to a certain extent, and he ſees not 
whenee 


and.nar row compaſs of Pay W Ao 2 
| cnc has e it eld in its near 
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— 


lowing 


| ge. of the a, drink f waned A 
| fiream,, without; the . leaſt, conſideration n 
5 whence they proceed, or conception of 


any wiſdom and deſign! in their production. 
| 80 mankind, tho enjoying in a more ample 
meaſure the Proviſions, .of nature, in pro- 
portion to their ſup zperior ; capacity, yet 
hardly / reflect on the cauſes from which 
they ſpring, or beſt the leaſt attention 
in; n inveſtigating. the original ſource. And 
even PGF the Bans: , moſt fully- 
„ con- 
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44 3" ol 3 ; 
; 17 75 1 (and if, he did 

poſſible e for. us to come 
8 25 | : ; 7 

wled eof him). attention Jure- 


171 is requiſite on our part, in order _ = 
receiving, and underſtanding that revela- i:1 
tion: and it is aur, wiſdom. and duty to 
contemplate the works of Gob, in thole 
views which moſt clearly diſcover his V Wi- | 
dom and goodneſs, ha our religion 
; be built, not en a mere ſound of 2 


but on real ſenifiment and belief. 
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art, might be each fe 
played, but are not 8 woke to a pubic 
diſcourle ; let "us Tel Et ſuch repre ©: entations 
or views Th of "the! world in gener al; as are 
molt Proper ic Hike dur minds vith 4 
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d 45 "nature. Is, - 2 "than, the 
perfect nt art is bör alt kn. 
e ec dein 


ene ceſs 


objects: : whilſt 2 infgrr 


comprehends much more of the plaſtic 
yrs: "ns AH ib beyond all mi- 
ropatim do the fm 

and finiſhed monnmente. of h- 

man power and {kit bear to the wignifi: 
cerice of the creation A How low. apdocon: 
temptible are all the prouieſt workꝭ : o men 
— to _ of Gon! Could. we 


ſuppoſe à perſon in full maturity of: ſenſe 
and under — but who hath never 
ot light of the fat and the face of | 
re, ' preſented on à fudden With ap 
lei proſpect of the ſublibe canopy of 


Heaven, the blazing ſun, the illumined at- 


moſphere, and the florid earth 


with its various landſchapes z:how would 
Saus 2 J "of . "the 


ſamp wh onde on "is Mis hb blow 


»” 
: © 


ideen "of "-grandear' and Oy andexcits 


:t 


; to Wor dly cares and paſs 


| tniliacity: bas e all ſurprize and 
blunted lis ſenſe of admiration: : Man- 
Kindd advancing from ipfaricy arrive by flow 
degrees to the views of the creation; and 
when ey, have Ene the moſt ou 


— —5 2 it 
is;; that | weak minds are more diſpoſed to 


religion hy an appearance of any thing 
„ ſtrange, and monſtrous in che crea- 


Bien. than by the conſtant view. of e 


ſublime order and beauty of the 'whole 
frame of nature. Should à comet ap- 
1 near to the. earth with its fiery a. 
'L 2 dS. 


* 
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— Dub the appesrantr of tie ung chat 
trad) ireſpleriderit; and moſt—uſe 7 i | Pro- 
duction of creatiut power, it r 
periodical reyohition' it appears to P 
in order to enlighten and warm the vba 
earth this affedts our: judgment only and 
as it raiſes 10 Plſton, ſat: excites no u. 
vollen in. OR minds of: wol 


men. (10135; 3 * 10 e ee 03 2 
«weul fon 1 Polis, 3 9rd ved old 
Ar TER 0. fits and ſuperficial'view'of | 
nature we may proceed to ubſerve the 
eder Erog Nadie pwnd, appear in 
the works of creation. — The heavens TY 
bote, and the carch beneath, continue e 
Nu from age to age; yet aſſord a Diver 
fp r of ſucceſſive ſpectacles: . dbouded 
the klear, the parti: coloured ſky; the noc. 
rurnal darkneſs, the meridian light; the 
ſtrong luſtre of the ſun, and the paler 
of the moon; the immeaſurable 
Ex - ſpace 


Wi " 


- * — 


b, dhe dog winter, bs the « er 


„ 


din the Tubfach of afl: fe great 
alſo is the local varitty of the fame ſurface 


diſtinguiſhe hed into the level plains, the lofty 
mountains, the lowly vallies, the winding 
ſlopes, -the craggy precipices, the Kagnant 


12 the over- flowing ſtreams,” 


vaſt extended boſom of the ocean. There 
is the like uniformity and variety in tlie 
Vegetables of the earth; 2 have All 
one common nature, And d rive their nu- 
triment and growth from — comme pa- 


rent. But what d 
the ſell blade of. graſs to the Cedar if Ti 
ſeveral kinds: and thoſe o 


the ſame kind 


have a very near affinity and reſemblance, | 


yet ſeem. infinitely diverſified. It is the 


lame i in reſpe& to Animals, which are di- 


23 vided 


They are diſtributed into their 


conſtitution. — Erne partly common to. 
all, and partly. peculiar 4 theiſelyes, 
There 3s 4 reſemblance or gnif armity ſab 
fiting in {ome degree between the ſpeci 
of mankind and that of the loweſt ani. 
mals: and hom much ſoever men axe 
ſuperior in other reſpects, v they 
ted by the nutrimental ſupplies of 
the lun, the air, the earth, and _the water, 
in common with all other animals, a 
eren with the vegetables of the earth: and 
as the plants grow, come to maturity, de- 
cay and die; the ſame. law of nature ex- 
tends to all animals, even to mankind them- 
ſelxeg. . If we conſider the ſpecies. of 
alone; What an amazing con- 
junction of -uniformity and variety” Hu- 
man nature is the ſome in all ages and na- 
tiqns: yet amidſt the countleſs. numbers, 
every individual has at the ſame time a 
nature and form, a capacity and counte- 
a afferent in e reſpect from every 
: : other 


— — ae, 1 


: —— 2 e cies, 5 * 
Achrb thets Ow creature ths 
ork: — and ſolitary, or that hath: not 
a relation to others of the ſame kind; nor 
any kind, that has not ſome ity do 
other kinds, or a proper” relation to the 
world in general. This uniformity of na- 
ture àmidſt an endleſs variety; conſtitutes 
the oder and eauty of the world: and 
this of the creatures in it, 
ſhews the diſpoſing wiſdom and economy 
* the Creator, which hath- aſſigried to all 
a determinate rank and ſtate, and render- 
el it impoſſible to confound the relations 
54 T4: , or 


we . a eee Pp 2 = 
rious and the uniform, that ſtrikes the mind, 
with a ſenſible and pleaſing idea of order 
and beauty.—If we underſtand: and con- 
ſider therefore, the like admirable arrange- { 
ment as taking place thro' univerſal . na- 
ture; it will unavoidably teach us to af- 
cribe, from à rational and ſolid convic-" 
tion, perfect wiſdom to the . b. Dif | 


n e PI Helle n 


ee view * the W may had 
us to the perpetual Circulations diſcernible in 
it.— The ſun, moon, and ftars perform 
their appointed courſes with a ſtated un- 
erring motion: and without entering into 
the myſteries of aſtronomy; if we only 
aſk ourſelves, What it is that upholds and 
directs them? How they come to know:. 
their ſeaſons and courſes? What enables 
1 : them 


diate p. wer, or has lodg 80 1 n 


feet regularity. — There are alſo conſtant 
circulations in the ' eletients, tho” not 

ſo obvious to a common eye or under 
ſtanding. For not only the Air is in a ” 
continual agitation and flux, driven t 
and fro round the whole globe, the _—_ 
uerring 6 about and returning again to the ſame 
Point; but the Waters alſo travel their deſ- 
tined round without ceaſing. - The rivers 
diſcharge themſelves into the ſea; and from 
the vaſt ſurface of the ocean are exhal 
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ports and guides them by his own imme- - | 
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alt the beſe circulatians of nature: Eccleſ. 
5. The, fin ariſech. aud geetb. down, 


Wie. 0 his place where he ate: 
2 


* 


toward the. South, and 


Pg 


Ls 


unto the North; 3 it veeretb abu continually, 


Giretlits : 7 all the rivers run jnto the ſea, yet 


4 4 a 


the fea, is not full; unto the place; from whence 


* 


the rivers come, thitber they return again. 
The like ei circulation of fluids is obſerved 
by anatomiſts 3 in the body of every living 
creature. The whole maſs of blood is in- 
ceſſantiy flowing. thro' various & 


every, part, and returning back to the heart 
from \ whence it came. The foil of the 


earth 18 conſtantly erpending its richneſs. 


-» 
& 


he 


THE regular 7 
ſeveral parts of the 
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rld, are 


of ereative wiſdon- i in the ſtruc- 
For as in the an 


ture of the whole 


1 


paints - A a tn proportion = Sab other 
and to the whole: Joi it 1s of the world.in 


general : the parts were all formed. by. rule 


and meaſure, proportionate to each: other 
and to the whole ſyſtem. The re 
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the aa the + weight of 41 ſolids and ; 
y ſpecies a — . and 

Every part of Minne * 

Vegtter end meafured, by the ert, 
Kill of that Being, whom the prophet ele- 
gantly and ſublimely repreſents; as holding 
the" ocem in the bell of bis band, meting 
out bea ven -ith- his Man,; comprehending the 
maſs of the earth in a meaſure, and weigbing 
Aae. rg Bed in ene . the Bills in 4 
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Ah „tber 2 28 dhe world. is oangtifee. 
of: elements and powers, many of which 
are not only different from, but contrary 
to each other in their operations; the wiſ- 
dom of the Almighty Diſpoſer admirably 


appears, in having fo adjuſted their reſpec- 
tive forces, that there is an everlaſting op- 
n "_ and ſtrife, without any prevailing 
ſo 


db fur an ff ſubdue W. 9K the'pthiw 
which weuld produce univerſal ind and 
deſfructiegl ue "The gravitating and pre- 
jeRtle, forces, the cauſes of cheat andrend, 


f moiſtuxe Rooks, of amen 
calms. are ballanced;; 'A each. other; 


and by this perpetual equal en the world 
ſubſiſts; and from this inceſſant war, are 


derived the peace and order of the creation, 
and the ſecurity of life. In like manner 


there are in human nature various counter- 


poiſes, between the bodily appetites and the 


E principles, between ſelf- love and 


ſocial kindneſs, between fear and hope, 
affection and reſentment, the deſires of eaſe 


and of advancement, of ſaving and of ex- 


pending: and from this perpetual diſcord, 


ſprings the harmony and the "Ong 'of hu- 
man life. 


In all theſe views we may be able to 


catch a glimpſe, and to form ſome im per- 
fe& notion of that vaſt unſearchable wiſ⸗ 
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K I rays. * —ç the Father 
lights, the eternal fountain of wiſdom. 
» there. Was no wiſdom in the Creator, 
there could be none in the creature: the 


ot be wiſer than its Maker. 


every Atheiſt. in 2 rl only to obſerve, 
that he pretends to have more knowledge 
than that power which made him, and which 
gave him the little ſhare, of wiſdom which 
he hath... Whatever degrees of w iſdlom 


1 
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and goodneſs are to be found i in mankind; 
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3 3 greater in the Maker of 

mankind. And the queſtions of the Pſaln- 
_ #/ contain the ſtrongeſt reaſoning :——He 
that formed the eye, Jhaltn not be fee f—He thet 


ran knowledge; oa 3 "248 
Can that power which furniſhed mankind 
with all the means and objects, and the 
very capacity, of | ſeeing, knowing, de- 
ſigning and acting, be itſelf blind, Igno- 
rant, unſkilful, undefigning i in its oper 
tions? If we were able to make fewer 
diiſcoveries, than we really are, of the 
wiſdom of Gop in the Creation and ge- 
neral conſtitution of the world, of the be- 
neficent ends which he intended, and of 
the methods of his operation in order to 
' thoſe ends; yet the tranſition from the fa- 
culties of our own minds to the perfec- 
tions of that being Who made us, from 
our leſſer to his greater knowledge and 
wiſdom, is natural, and the Proof”? is d- 
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the nature of every kind; ar 
when we extend our view. 50 a 
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underſtand the reaſon- 5 7 > 0 n 
Which it is founded bas if kbit — m. 
Ie is indeed achnο¹ - 
ledged, chat the right culture of the heart 
18 e that of the-underſtatiding 
Klone: pet Tarely it if 4 defirable and va- 
— acquiſition, "toupprehend' clearly the 
"Evidence on which rehgion ſtands. For 
! more we know of ie wiſdom of God, 
ie wiſer we otifſelves become. And 7hut 
ag the trüeſt piety atid the moſt ſolid vir 
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ee to mee the 
widow: 8 — the ſtructure of the 


to he a — ee, know! not how, 


to take the proper views; what to c 

firſt or laſt 3 howto-ſtretch'their minds 

; of the whole, or 
mpl | ortions and mea- N 

fures of the ſeveral: parts: and their-atten- 7 

tion is more apt to be engaged by ſome ap- — 

pearances or events which ſeem particular 

hows extraordinary; than by the eſtabliſhed 

e 

s if a perſon of fuffcient 

Std N but brought up in the 

ſolitude of a deſart, unacquainted with 

human ſociety, and the works of men, was | 

1 tranſ- N 


in building, commerce, _ eee in 
- the diſcipline of troops, the holding of 
councils and courts of juſtice; he would 
not be able to conceive the meaning and 
deſign of theſe appearances, but all would 
be a myſterious: ſcene; till by a gradual 
obſervation or inſtruction, he beg⸗ | 


"WEN 
derſtand the connections of human ſociety, 
and to frame ſome idea of that plan of go- 
| vernment, by which a nation is united in 
dy, and to perceive how the protec- 
tion of law. the exertion of induſtry, and 
the ſeveral employments of men, contri- 
bute to the ſupport and welfare of the 
whole.——$o are we at a loſs to conceive 
of the vaſt plan of the world, and the 
mutual relations of all the parts of n 
and how they r ate to the ends the 
Creator 3 110 
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ſo: we may, e . attention, Fr 
ſome evident ſtrokes of divine art, and ad. 
mirable marks of order and wiſe deſign, 

in thoſe parts of nature, which lie within 

the narrow compaſs of our obſervation: 
will remain m more beyond, than 
within our comprehenſion; and the whole 
will ever be too — enter into human 
imagination: for #nown. 70 God, and to 

him alone, are all bis n from the Wer. 5 
2 to the ne O69 e eee 
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* _ W Babe chat we can 
2 is neither on the one hand to neg- 
lect or deſpiſe the knowledge of nature, 
which argues ignorance and ſtupidity; nor 
on the other, attempt to explore beyond 
the limits of our capacity, which leads to 
| rm and error; but to ſelect for 

1 dur 


hs tien of d abe Faming a ae wikdom 
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* offering you OS . en 
to this end in a preceding diſeourſe, we 
did not aim to fathom the profound depths 

of nature, or to diſcloſe the hidden ſpring: 
of motion, and examine the internal fa- 
brick of the world ; but obſerved ſuch ap- 
pPearances only, as offer themſelves 100 bur 
view in the general order and frame of 
world: — Such as, the Grandeur and Simpli« 
city apparent in the creation; theſe ideas 
being impreſſed on the mind by the firſt 
ſuperficial view of the heavens and the 
earth: — The Uniformity- and Variety which 
take place throughout the world and the 
creatures in it: The Perpetual Circulations or 
vevolutions of the moving parts of the 
er eation:— The Due . of nature; 

every 


te en 21 þ ; n. cee 
the ſeveral appetites, paſſions, affeRions, 
and principles belonging to it; and from 
this equal oppoſition of the ſeveral ingre- 
dients which compoſe our nature, the 
barmony of ſociety, and the happi 
and even the ſafety of human life are de- 
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Lr us proceed finally to obſerve, the 
Mubipheity of Effecti in nature flowing 
from the ſame Cauſe and the Combination 
of a Multitude of Cauſes to the ſame Effect.— 
8 . The 


"WT as 4 3 Ee i BA ccc. 3 
# FILE * n * 9 * R a * 1 So ö CE TT 5h 2 EP. 0 
. % e re EI NY Ops cs nes” OE r 25 
© N IN 2 1 9 N. a 9 N N * . Ys - 
, & 4 f F 7232770 OE EO "<5 TIE NETS vs g 
8 SEAS An es odd, 


0 parts: of the world have a kcal relation to 
and dependance on each other; ſo all 
movements and events in Wa "ng 4 de- 
pendence on the preceding cauſes, and a 
er to the ne effects. Tho! all 2 


nally; — ory thing that comes to paſs 
in the creation is more immediately derived 
from ſubordinate cauſes: and in our utmoſt 
enquiries there is nothing found, which we 
can afſirm with certainty to be done by the 
immediate operation of the power of Gov. 
The world is of an exquiſite mechaniſm: 
the ſprings and powers contained in it are 
moſtly concealed from all human ſearch; 
and are too complicated to admit of our 
explication. It is ſufficient if we under- 
ſtand ſo much of it, as to be fully con- 
vinced, that not chance, but divine art, 
and a wiſdom ſurpaſſing our comprehen- 
ſion, at firſt erected this ſtupendous frame, 
gave motion to its various parts, and ap- 
. pointed 


And ® much þ knowletg * 7 no di 
proceſs of nature hands certain n _ br y | 

limits; yet we plainly: ſee many and great 
effects following from cauſes equally ap- 
| mo to en ſenſe and 
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Fon . Soi — -'To 5 ds a in | 
of effetts does the heat of the fun ſenſibly 
contribute? Not only to the life of num- 
berleſs animals; but to the growth of every 


plant; the ripening of all kinds of grain 


and fruit; the diſſolving the waters; raiſing 
the vapours; and forming the clouds; 
without which there could be no rain or 


dew upon the earth The texture of the 
Air is contrived with equal ſkill to anſwer 
various and different purpoſes: to ſuſtain 
and refreſh the bodies of animals by the 
lungs, and give force to the vital circula- 
tions ; to feed the glowing fire and blazing. 
lamp; to convey all the different ſounds, | 
with 


| — 4 na 
wiſe impaſſaule waters; to fupport- the 
clouds 1 es till. overcharged. with 
iſture, they diſtill in rain upon the 
thirſty +; to increaſe the light of the 
fun by reflection, nd. to prolong the day 
hy morning and evening - twilight; to give 
ſpeech to the tongue as well as hearing to 
the ear: theſe and many other beneficial 
effects depend upon the texture of that 
fluid in which we live and breathe, Is there | 
no evidence of creative wiſdom in the cir- 
cumfuſion of this curious and uſeful ele- 
ment around the globe, wrought; of a tex+ 
ture too delicate for the eye to fee, yet en- 
dued with a force which no other element 
can refiſt?——The ngle principle of Gra: 
uitation, pervading the univerſe, at the ſame 
time, gives ſolidity to the land, ſtability to 
5 22 * and fluency to the rivers; 


binds 


edo rhro human nature, and produces, 
aecorting to its different modi 


cate; felative union; combination of 
friends; public ſpirit; g. d government of 
riors; fidelity of inferiors; and it is % 
which retains every individual in his proper 
ſphere, cements human wy 
tributes to all virtuous 
Putfvits, and innocent dalights——In theſe 
inſtances; and many others, we may ob- 
ſerve, how one and the ſame general cauſe 
or ſpring in nature . ere to nnn 
different effects. £ Z ATR 
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On the other hand, it is equally to be 


| „ how 4 Various: cauſes conſpire in 
NP iS ; 4 FOE | pro- 


Dee — the air, the ee e ra ins, 5 
the warmth of the eu. and other cauſes, 
are all requiſite to produce the annual har- 
n the con currence of a far greate 
number and variety of things is neeeſſary 
to wool ſupport of human life; any one 1 
| which failing throughout the world, all 
ſſh would periſh together, all mankind return 
again 10 duſt. Whether we conſider the 
ſtructure of the world in general, or of the 
| human body in particular; the ſprings and 
movements in both, which are // neceſſar 
in oonjunction to preſerve life, ſeem to e ex- 
| ceed enumeration or conception: and that 
they ſhould continue all co-operating to that 
end for any period of years, is an aſtoniſh- 
ing effect of divine contrivance. There 
appears to be no element, no power, no 
part, or movement in the creation, which 
does not contribute one way or other to 
the production or preſervation of _ 
There is alſo an inconceivable variety of 
x | pro cauſes 
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confidence, in return, Which a — 
1: nor are they capable of e. 
ceiving the Faith, and entring into the 
Miri of the Goſpel. A general belief of che 


neſs, ariſing” 
of the conſtitution of nature, is a necef⸗ 
reparation, andthe beſt qualifice 

belief of -that conſtitution 


of 
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2 0 life, a and by Which the uhr 
ofes in the frame f © the earth” "afid öf 


in a mäbiner 
could ee rſes A 
age can imitate) 1 
405 the e REY variety of nature, 
ts his diſciples by EY arid 
Hlufrons to the proceſs of ne te 
the vegetable wor! 1d and in | 


* GA 


human life; app. caling | to theit 
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knowledge, and experience of Wy off 
around them: he colle&ts images, a ht 


fomer going 4 forth to ſow; the” roth of 
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mankinc its chief fiiabitants, b re 19 8 
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the. corn; the whiteni ins reſt, the 
intermiogled weeds; the ſeparation of "RT 
.and.chaft; and the repoſitory of the gar- 
ner: he bids his, diſciples to behold * . 
fowls, of. the air; 3 the lilies of th 
the tree. putting forth its branc hes es an 


| leaves; ;, the vine bringing forth, fruit; he ” 
Introduces the ſhepherd dividing his flocks, - 


the King going forth to war, the ; bride- 
groom. entertaining his friends, the maſter 
Examining his ſervants ; the chief breaking | 
4 into A houſe; z; the traveller robbed and 
wounded on the highway, and aſſengers 
diſcovering l him; with many other ſcenes 
and characters of vegetable and animal 
life: in a word, whenever he intended to 

convey f ſome memorable. inſtrucl ion to thoſe 
| about him, he immediately draws a ficture 


of ſome. part of nature, and requires. them 
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to look upon it, and find out the mean- 
ing. — The more therefore we. attend to 


1120 


| and underſtand the operations of nature, 
we ſhall be the better qualified to, under- 


Mb tot ob ie og oe 


ſand. and receive the inſtructions of the 
> -” 4 Goſpel. 
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8 Gol. Such is the riſdom and philoſophy 
of our. boly religion. But our minds 
are ſo corrupted, and our taſte ſo vitiated, 

by the artificial inventions and ſophiſtry of 
men, that we neglect to ſtudy, and do not 
enter into the natural ſentiments and ſpirit 
of our divine teacher s diſcourſes. They 
deſerve 7 more attention than any other por- 
tion even of holy Scripture itſelf; but often 
meet with 25 than the vaineſt dictates and 
emptieſt declam ations of ee or re . 
ſumptuous men. * 


Tube far have I eee in 1 5 
ral diſcourſes, to repreſent ſuch views of 4 
the creation, as are proper and ſufficient =. 
to give us a full perſuaſion of the Creator's 
wiſdom and goodneſs. But our enqu- 
ries and obſervations hitherto, concerning 
the divine intentions in the frame of na- 
ture and government of the world, have 
been confined to the marks of order, 
beauty, and wiſe contrivance, and to the 
benevolent purpoſes of Gop, reſpecting, 
L 2 the 


748 Orr ati Bb S 
tip profent like and. u ſor ty 


ſion which Gop hath made in order to 
the eternal life and happineſs of mankind- 
—— And indeed, for our full aſſurance and 


ſatisfaction in this moſt important and in- 


tereſting point, we muſt have recourſe to a 
nero theory: we muſt underſtand the ground, 
the ſtructure, the deſign, and the end of 


the chriſtian revelation. Here is diſcovered | 


the connection between this world and ano- 


ther, the conſtitution, by which men are 


ſaved at death, and raiſed to another life. 


The Goſpel every where leads our views to, - 
and moſt clearly and ſolidly eſtabliſneth 


our hopes of, a world to come. 


It ſhall be my endeavour therefore, in 
ſome future diſcourſes, to repreſent thoſe 


evidences of the Goſpel, which prove the in- 


tention of divine wiſdom and goodneſs to 
raiſe mankind to another life, in order to 
their enjoying higher degrees of know- 

I ledge, 


orld; We have not as yet obſerved the- 
e of a future ſtate, and the provi- - 
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2 605 the Pifble W 440 
ledge ae and happineſs 1 in a world to 
. come, than can be attained by the conſti- 
tution of this viſible world. In reſpect to 
animal nature, we are under the ſame 
: 100 of the creation as the brate-creatures, 
and even the plant of the earth. All feſb 
"oF graſs, and all the glory of man as the flaw . 
of graſs It i is. not ſo much from our na- 
ture then, nor from any arguments which 
_ reaſon alone can furniſh, as from that 
word of GOD which abideth for ever, that 
| we derive our hope of another life: and 
bis word is the goſpel. The ineſtimable 
gift of eternal Life is in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. 
This is that Myftery of divine wiſdom and 
goodneſs, which lay hid from the foundation 
of the world; but is now, ſince the appear- 
ance of our Saviour, made manifeſt to us, 
who by him do believe in GOD, who raiſed 
him from the dead, and gave him glory; from 
which we derive the higheſt Faith and hope 
in God, the faith and hope of a glorious 
immortality. 
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In the mean time, we ſhall p * : 
conſider the evidences which prove "the 
moral government,” and rewarding juſtice 
of Gop, in the preſent ſtate of mankind: 
as it 1s requiſite to take a view of this ſub- ; 
ject, - before we e proceed t to that of a «future 
3 | | 
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Supreme Being in 
of a moral Governor, and to 
inculcate upon the minds 
ments of reverence and ſubmiſſion ſuitable. 


dane. as the natural © rates) and preſer- 
er of all things; his wiſ 


GOD, ſays the Apoſle, are clearly ſeen in 


the things that are made, even his eternal power 
ed. And here is the beginning 


—— — 


f N and 


and foundation of all religion; in ile 
knowledge, which men m ay and ought i to 
attain from the things that are made, of 

the all- wiſe Maker; that they may worſbip 
bim, and him alone, that made the heavens, 
the earth, the ſea, and the fountains of wa- 
ter. And the evidence here is ſo clear and 
certain, that it becomes irreſiſtible: the 
moſt obvious appearances of nature are 
ſufficient; and in proportion as our know- 
ledge encreaſes, the conviction becomes the 


8 
Arpnger; by diſcovering: ſtill; more, and 

more admirable, effects of wiſe contrivance 8 
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Dodd this 91 W not a as | Creaitbrs! } 
Former, and Preſerver of all things, but 
as a moral Governor and judge of man- 
kind, as the holy ſeriptures conſtantly re- 
preſent him, eſtimating the different ac- 
tions and characters of men, rewarding 
the righteous and puniſhing the wicked, in 
proportion to their reſpective deſerts; this 
is a doctrine Which hath been thought 
liable, 


$6 hah ifficulties an y 
| wie and goo men, not gef ang the 

thens, but amongſt the Jews alſo, ſeem 
to le laboured under great perplexity. 
concerning it. This we may eaſily per- 
ceive, - if we read and conſider the 73d 
Pam, the whole book of Job, and other 
parts of the cid Teament. When they 
ſaw the innocent oppreſſed, the virtuous 
afflicted, and the ungodly proſpering in 
the world and nn, in riches, they 


were confounded, and were at a loſs ho-wW 


to reconcile theſe dark appearances with 
their notions of divine juſtice. — The 
Pſalm, which concludes with the text, is a 
petition to the Almighty, that he would 
exert - his power and juſtice, to curb the 
inſolence, and break the teeth, of power- 
ful oppreſſors, who wrought violence and 
ſpoke lies, and to make their puniſhment 
an example, that the righteous m1 ight re- 
joice, and all men fay, verily there is a God 
that — in the earth, | 

Every 


be 4 106 = men, bo have 
ſuffered oppreſſion. and other terrible af- 
flictions; of wicked men who have. flouriſh- 


nity; 3 and of worthy. actions un . 
with no reward; nay, of villany being 
protected and rewarded, and of virtus 
being perſecuted. I beſe are appearances 
which ſeem inconſiſtent with the perfection 
0 of a divine government. It may ſeem 
impoſſible to find out ſuch a theory as will 
ſolve theſe difficulties, and to prove, not- 
withſtanding ſuch objections, that here is 
verily a GOD who judgeth in the earth; that 
the world is under' the government of a 
Being who loveth righteouſneſi and bateth 
iniquity, who wants neither power nor in- 
clination to do perfect atio to all his 
creatures. | 


"he 8 to lay before you ſuch a 
theory, to reconcile all the events of life 
i | with 


dicate the ways of Gov to! men; ve e ſhall = 
8 N 15 


0 II 


iner that the tag ends con- | 
Ritution of nature. imply the Juftice, no no 
leſs than the e Go: 56 


8 


srconpl v, that in conſequence hereof, ; 
certain meaſures of divine juſtice are in un- 
fr ua execution. 


- THIRDLY, that thoſe meaſures are more 


extenſive _—_ men Ne ne or 
believe: 8 + 0 | 


" FouzTHLy, that the particular inſtances, 5 
Le appear to the contrary, are only ex- 
ceptions to the Several. order of things: ; 


Fir Tur r, that the goßel revelatim ig 
abundantly ſufficient to give entire fatiſ- 
faction to good men, to ſupport them un- 

der every ſuffering, and to raiſe virtue to 
the higheſt excellence and ſtability, 
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5 


evident bee of the Mane, 1 5 
; of the world to the benefit of human life, _ 
and ſuch various proviſſons in nature to 


anſwer the divine intentions of produeing 
knowledge, virtue, and happineſs 1 in man- 
kind; as numberleſs proofs of wi iſdom and 


— 


. 


here is the ſtrongeſt preſumption in favour 
of . the. divine j uſtice: and it is moſt-irra- - 
tional to imagine, that injuſtice can 


benevolence appear throughout the whole; 


+4 


place in a plan or conſtitution of /o much, _ 


wiſdom and goodneſs. For every inſtance 
of injuſtice implies either ignorance or 
malevolence, or at leaſt a defe# of wiſdom 
and goodneſs. And therefore, all the ar- 
guments drawn from the whole frame of 
nature which lead us to aſcribe infinite 


wiſdom and benevolence to the supreme 


Being, conclude equally for bis perfect 
juſtice. 88 


ch 


of divine wiſdom, for the 


. ? © 


bo 
Z% 


| of producing and: cultiy g vir he 
world ; which ſhew at the ſame time that 
m ind are under a divine diſcipline- and 
moral government.. ut avoiding an un- 


1 


toms in nature, - which, 5 clearly 1. 
the divine intention to prevent, reſtrain, 
cor; rect, and puniſh vice, as well as to pro- 
mote virtue; and which may eſtabliſh our 


belief in him as a moral governor, 


* 


con- 


govertment "In" Hy” denominate d in 
Seripture, the ordinance” of GOD, for 7 
puniſhment of evil dbers, as wel as the pro- 
nion of them that do well: it'is therefore 


to be conſidered. as one mean or inſttumerit, 
among many others, which the wiſdom of 


Gov hath provided for the execution of his 
Juſtice. And tho' there is neceſſarily much 
imperfe&tion, and ſometimes much. abuſe, 
in the adminiſtration of this divine inſti 
tution, becauſe it is adminiſtred by frail 
men; yet it is certain, that the general 
operation and natural tendency of it, is to 
reſtrain and puniſh the wickedneſs of men, 

| to ſupport order and encourage virtue. For 
as the Pſalmiſt ſays, if the foundations be 
Arid, if government which is the foun- 


dation of ſociety be overturned, what ſhall i 
the 
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| the Ae Arme would. then/be 


rid Os 


auen or Iiouavs men. The puniſhment. 
actors. in ſociety, and the ae ef 
n authority. in a genere Meer in na- 
are. which diſcovers 2 moral,and! judigis] 
the Almighty Maker, who bath 
igned- mankind for ſuch: a 
ue Domeſtie Government is alſo. an in- 
Kimntien of nature for the reſtraint and 
correction of evil actions, as; well as in- 
ſtruction and encouragement in virtue. 
And how weakly. on that maſt mpor- 


4 le, eee admit of any 
doubt. Parents. bear as it were a vicege- 
rent- authority over their offspring, dulgatal 
to them by nature from the Supreme Go- 
vernor of the world; of whoſe univerſal 
vernment over all his rational creatures, 
unden e puternal image and character. 

Vet. I. SEE _ 


or of his moral govern 
ö by ally to the authority of a Pries oder 


and chiefly of a Faber 

The Father, is tlie title c. 

63ov in the NewTe 

ticular emphaſis as 

ures of his governing 

towards mankind. 2123s Ivo. 1 ene 

1090998109 biet noi 
2 i may further tract the-footichs of. 

divine juſtice, in the natural reſent ments of 7 


* 
* 8 * » — * 
A 


WP he G an Wir affections of men; eren > 
of virtug and deteſtation eie 
thers. And this is a conſiderable pro- 

in nature, for the reſtraint and pu- 

niſhment of the one, and the encoui * 


ba y avo Fi the penalties of Hun rt 
laws, or beunaccounitable to humifi auths- 
; yr they -fitid "themſelves 1 with 
grace and reproach, or at leaſt, 
2 the Ads 4 of that Nel 2 W, 
d good-wil, * h th ey war lelire 


3 IS # © £ BUS £5; 4 
rde A 1. „ Tae! 
order a, e con ity- 


we bf thi 1 body, for the punith- 
=_ Kut ſome vices. | Asthoſe crimes which 
iety are generally 

* 4 by ab public” 5 reſentments of 

that ſociety which they injure; fo thoſs 
vices that are of à perſonal nature find 
their own puniſhment nearer home. It 
is almoſt impoſſible to perfiſt 1 in any bodily! 
exceſſes, without ſufferin; gthe penalties na- 
turally annexed to them in the frame of 
the human body ; "Uiſeaſes, | and often : 


* 


— 405 D Gi ally, Hs} is he moſt certain 
and effectual proviſion of nature, for the 
OY "a, M 2 OED puniſh- 


puniſhment of wickedneſs and the reward 
of virtue, in the frame of the human 
mind.——There is as it were à Tribunal of 
Juſtice erected in every man's own heart, 
where conſcience ſits as judge, to w haſe apr 
proving ing or condemnin ſentence men are 
continually expoſed, and moſt of all i in. the 
ſeaſons of retirement and collation. And 
however men may attempt to ſilence this 
internal mon itor, to deceive or eqrrupt 
this impartial judge, or * harden them- 


of divine juſtice, it ſeems, hardly poſlibls 
either to ſuppreſs it entirely, or to — me 
indifferent to its opinion and cenſure. 


'To. this 1 we > may add, that the 83 
of envy, malice, revenge, ambition, and 
covetouſneſs are naturally tormenting ta 


the mind; they bring in ſome meaſure their 
own puniſhment along with them. 


Sv cn are the var! ous orders oy WY 
tions, which the wiſdom of Gon hath eſ-. 
tabliſhed 


pom ns in nature, for the #145 6f Hs ape 
| which 1 Nene mention, as they are 


that nbi are under a moral and judi⸗ 
cial government; and are not only the 
creatures of divine power,” and objefts of 
his providence and goodneſs, but alſo Jo 
1 * hi l jultice. | 1 


Ae : cheſe meaſures of divine 
juſtice are more extenſive than men gene- 
rally apprehend or believe :——They ope- 
rate in more inftarices, and to a greater de- 
gree of puniſhment, than we are apt to 
imagine The ſtings of conſcience are 
often keen and piercing to the inmoſt foul: 
the paſſions of vice are corroding, and 

deſtroy mental quiet and repoſe : the re- 

ſentments of ſociety, the diſaffection of 

friends and relatives, are galling to the 
heart: the terror of human laws is grie- 
vous and burdenſome: and infamy, diſ- 
eaſe, and death, the frequent effects of de- 
bauchery and villany, cannot be thought 
M 3 light 


266 The, Marks-of 6. Are, i 


flight puniſhments, - Now tho' wicked {pers 
ſons may avoid ſome of theſe purtiſh- 
ments; yet it is hardly Poſſible that any 
criminal in the world can eſcape them all. 
The all- wiſe governor of the world has va- 
rious methods of chaſtizing and puniſning 
a his offending creatures: he can convert any - 
thing into an inſtrument of his juſtice, 
and make the ſinner to taſte the bitterneſs 
of ſin, and to feel the ſtripes of his diſ- 
pleaſt ure, in methods imperceptible to others. 
It is indeed the ind alone that is capable 
of puniſhment: t and in what degree the 
ſinner's mind ſuffers, 18 only known to 
Gop and himſelf. However, the meaſures 
we have already obſerved, by which divine 
juſtice oper ates, are ſo viſible and ſo fre- 
quent, that no one is the leaſt ſurprized at 
the effect. When · intemperance and lewd- 

neſs bring diſeaſes; when. baſe actions are 
covered with ſhame and infamy; when 
villany ſuffers by law; when conſcious guilt 
produces in ward confuſion, remorſe and 
anguiſh ; and on the other hand, when 


jy jb alt, woes 3 "reputation, the: 


obation of their own minds, and the | 
iendſhip - of other men; — there is no 

daſion of wonder and aſtoniſſiment in all 

N this, becauſe it is no more than the uſual 
and natural 1 courſe of r of OE 


-_ Ye WO bn? 


* How comes it to paſs then, that the con- 
duct of providence is thought ſo dark and 
intricate; and that men have ſo little con- 
fidence in the divine juſtice, that they are 
ready to imagine the world to be in a ſtate 
of confuſion, or under a ſtrange diſpenſa- 
tion of government, in which vice is un- 
puniſhed and virtue unrewarded ; and are 
tempted to doubt, whether there is a GOD I 
that judgeth in the earth? —This principally Z 1 
ariſes, not from the actual ways of prov i- 
dence, but from mens fooliſh miſapprehen- 
Fon, and their wrong ways of thinking 
and judging of this ſubject. They hok for 
the juſtice of Gop's providence, where it 7s 


nut r to be found, and where they ought not to 
M 4 apo 


expect to. \ nd it; * ae it, — N 
moſt plainly and certainly appears. They 
look for it in the ſingular, extraordinary. 


and marvellous events of life, in the ſtrange 
and ſudden calamities or deaths of parti- 
cular perſons, or in tempeſts and Whirl- 
winds, in thunder and lightning, in fa- 


mines, peſtilences, and earthquakes.— =, 


But in ſuch events the juſtice of Gon veils 
572 from all human knowledge: theſe 
are the myſterious ways of providence, and 
the judgments paſt finding out : and it is folly 
and preſumption in men, to pretend to ex- 
plain the particular purpoſes, which they 
are intended to ſerve, Yet weak men have 
always been ready to imagine that they ſaw 
moſt clearly, in ſuch events, the band of 
God's juſtice lifted up againſt the wicked- 
neſs of men, which they never did, nor 
could ſee. Our Blaſed Saviour hath expreſsly 
taught us, not to look upon ſuch events as 
inſtances of Gop's vengeance inflicted on 
the unhappy ſufferers. Suppoſe ye, fays he 
to his diſciples, that the eighteen men upon 

whom 


ans w ? are ſurp wed ad maſiicred. a 
they were offering ſacrifice, were finners above 
others ? 1 tell you, Ney. . they 
ofted him concertting the blind man, did this 
man fin, or his parents, 1 he was born 
ind? nen Mee N. 0 


| On the thee dk kw hn en, af 
Gop's Providence is moſt evidently to be ſeen, 

| there men are moſt apt to overlook it; in 
the regular and uſual courſe of things, by 
which wickedneſs draws its own puniſh. 
ment after it, infamy, diſeaſes, cares, fears, 
perplexities, the weight of human reſent- 
ments, or the burden of a troubled con- 
ſcience, nay often terminates in death, or 
the utter loſs of all that i is dear in life— 
But here it is that the hand of Gon and the 

rod of his juſtice appear, pointing at the 

wickedneſs of men, and chaſtizing or 
| puniſhing them for it. Here we are. leaſt 
liable to miſtake, and may diſcern the di- 
vine intention with the greateſt clearneſs of 


evi- 


S e 


de ce. ; „ And uhy Bean tele events | 


follow in the natural courſe of things. Here 
are the orders which the wiſdom of Go 
hath provided and eſtabliſhed in the con- 
ſtitution of the world, for the execution 


of his juſtice, or tbe puniſhment of evil- 


deers, for the encouragement of them that do 


well, and for inſtruction and admonition 
to all. Every wiſe and conſiderate per- 


ſon will obſerve the natural conſequences of 


vice and ſin, and of virtue and piety, in 
the world, and in them expect to find marks 


of divine juſtice, and of that moral diſ- 


cipline and government, under which 
mankind are placed by the wiſe providence 


of Gop. But weak and inconſiderate 
minds are never affected but with range 


and uncommon appearances, which fartle 


and Yerrify them into religion: and all 
their belief of Gop's juſtice is founded up- 


on events which ſeem marvellous, and con- 


trary to the common courſe of things, 


They can hardly form a notion of that 
moſt wiſe, gentle, and humane procedure 


of 


ab 45 tried, and 85 the 9 mſtances of 
mankind; by which vice in its ee e is 
gradually reſtrained and corrected, and the 
ſinners final ruin is mercifully delayed; 
that he may take warning by his own en- 
perience or the ſufferin gs of others, a A* 
— = deſtrution. : Y 


| I * — — tnmilerott ſhould immediately 
ſtrike the criminal dead, if the earth ſhould 
open and ſwallow up the blaſphemer 7 this 
might appear to ſome a moſt proper diſplay 

and fipnal proof of Gop's juſtice; as it 
could not fail to aſtoniſh men, and ſtrike | 
them with horror : and they would then 
conclude th at veri ly there is 4 GOD that 
judgeth in the earth. —Or if good men were 


miraculouſly reſtored. to health, or raiſed . 


in a ſudden and unaccountable manner to 
grandeur and affluence ; this might appear 
an illuſtrious and engaging evidence of the 
divine regard to virtue and piety, —But 
all this is nothing elſe, than contriving in 

- 


ment ts Wen prejudice, paſ- 
ſion, and folly; inſtead of ſtudying to 
learn the rectitude and excellence of that 
government, which the infinite wiſdom of 
Gov hath Sd eſtabliſhed i in nature. 


"Vie ok is not 4 ackier is vit- | 
tue left deſtitute of ſupport and encourage- 
ment, in this life: and the more accurately 
we inquire into the real ſtate of things, the 
more certain evidence we ſhall find of a 
divine juſtice diſtinguiſning the different ac- 
tions and diſpoſitions of men. It is our want 

of attention that hinders us from diſcern- 
ing that evidence; and ſtill more, our va- 
nity and ſelfiſhneſs and miſtaken judgment 
of the virtues and viees both of ourſelves 
and others; and moſt of all, our worldly 
prejudices in being ſo much blinded 
and prepoſſeſſed with the external circum- 
ſtances of men; as if riches were a mark 
of divine favour, and the beſt reward of 
virtue; and poverty ſuch an evil as provi- 
3 1 dence 


prejudice r bes eee in Wie: ninds 
of, manys who can'harilly. conceive! row 
it is. conſiſtent With 8 juſt providence" t 
beſtow the riches and! moan ny " 
world in ſo indiſcriminate a manner, that 
bad man may #8 caßly dais an 
good m hut this 18 no difficulty with 
F truly wie wy rtu eee ay ane 

; 7 pereving, bat exrnal wealth ia cir | 
mend Fe and 


and hierefote ou alle 
ſtruck with axe when be ſara the proſpa · 
i itgrof fooliſh and wicked men. Indeed 
ag riches are 10g of Go favour 3-60 
n ſuch envy and high admiration af them 
are a very bad figu of a man's merit: and 
to make ſuch an objectian againſt Goy's 
Providence, concludes: nothing but aur 
on want of virtue uy 2885 mn 
wealth. W | 


| 4 3 8 "gt dee Four off who ways of 
ente wHillſt the real marks of a 
diſtinguiſhing juſtice are ſli ghted: and overs 7 
looked and the difficulties and objec ions 
on the other hand are chevedt Pfu 25 
Fed. The internal peace and 'pleaſitrephich | 

ariſe from innocence and c conſ tue 

are little eſteemed or c 


*. - a 


the troubles and pains, N enſus from 5 
guilt in the natural cburſe of things; much, 
| regarded, as ' proofs f divine Juftice. A 
the Phariſees demanded: of our Saviour 4 
fign from beaver ; ſo we want to ſe Totte 
thing amazing and ſtupendous, or at leaſt | 
ſome external ſbw and glare; and are not 
content with that ſilent internal proceſs of ; 
juſtice, by which the mind of man is in- 
ſtructed, perſuaded and admoniſhed, £ the 
vitious made to undergo various ſuffer- 
ings, and the virtuous ſupported with cou- | 
rage and hope. : . 
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not ts in ſuch events that 150 ahi 5 


* 


vine juſtice” makes itſelf apparent to us. 
But af we look: within, and attend oa 
train of operations and events of an 
kind, we may obſerve a diſtinction evidently 


* 


deſgned by the providence of Gob, and a 


regard ſhewn to the different actions © 
men. ans it never can be ſaid or thought; 


* 0 £4 PR | 
8 i 8 . 

» | f 
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ſcience, to 0 che penalties of 


human Ae ch" infamy and contempt; 
and the abject ſlavery to which the habits 
of vice reduce men; or that they tqually 
enjoy peace and pleaſure of mind, and iſa+ 


tisfaction in ſociety, which is the conſe» · 


quence of a wiſe and worthy. behaviour, 


No one can heſitate in determining. he- 


er a virtuous ar vitious conduct, whether 


bgaey and villany, be upon the whole a 


better foundation for the happy enjoyment 
of life. For however men may in parti - 


eular inſtances, and when: a temptation 


urges, determine wrong Vor themſelves; yet 
in regard to others, and where they judge 


; moſt. a eee no man ae has the 


— Sedo my 8 4 Gon 


_ plainly turns the ſcale of human life in Fl 
your: of virtue and piety; and his diſtin- 


guſhing 


order eſtabliſhed: in nature For =_ 
Vo. I. N | 7 3 
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providence of "7 G56; End wt Nee T* 
exſut 5 of  gotetritieht, bent are 
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ts this erid, that che providers of Gov 

i frequently appoints afffiétions and pert 

ſeeutions te gbd Wien .ACAJverſity is often 

the ſthobl'of wiſdom 3- poverty the fil prot 
ducing” the ritheſt virtue ; and che low 

ate e of 1 Tale of” altetiding | 


rewards of virtue, which are fo och Fertil 
to o enfeeble and 3 it *—Are the hopes 


Sor the fears of poverty and a the proper 
PE Hoes" of piet = and goodnefs Are 
n to be honeſt and charitable, Hirbugh 5 
mere Nahen, F, and "give, only wo reveive 
© back 


WW hit {kind-of piety is bur, which. dewitnd) 
prefont pay, and dates not truſt ehe Su 
preme juſſioe of G to a. futuro account 
been 
is ſurely” bat, which, mobeck by'nb World 
I conſideration, acts from the" principles 
of hovurdand nr ny; anda lead) 
vonfidench Jad the * 


vod hrcof? Mrnighty Cb; that, which 
deſpiſes thelatlurementSof wealth and eaſe, 
and riſes ſuperior to difficulties and dan- 


gold. — t of the world 


ut if the gor el 


was motilded according to the vain fancies | 
and deſires of men, and their narrow no- 


tions of juſtice and equity; if temporal 


ng 40 the different ac- 


med 6. dend br pa Aenent 7-1 
Tolid virtue And genie plety 
ing Juſtice and 


gers; hat, 'which is trie in the furnace of 
_ affliftion,”and- when” tried tomes forth as 


and puniſhiments-were immediate- 


tions 
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tue: th fare. would be vo room dor the exe | 
falt! integrit y. and, diſintereſtedig z00dnefs, of 
fortitud b, patience," charity, or ang nd 
a of honourable and exemplary virtue ⁊ man: 
kind. would: then be governed Lee 


; brute-1 Ar res, hy their I ; | | vs | 
tites and paſſions, not by,xeaſon,co ucien 


or, the Faith, of religions:,; lis 10 
be no longer a, ſtate. of trial, diſcipline | 
and education z and the ee we 
can aſcribe to the wiſdom of Gon in eren 


ae e defeatider!; #) Micah 05 


wen 


bh > 
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Tux tyranny and 3 which h . e 
eg in the world for a ſucceſſion. of age 
by which the beſt of men have been ve 
moſt inhumanly treated, and they, w 
have paid the ſince wy regard to. mY 
(At, conſcience, haye; met with all;ſorts of 
32gnity, reproach, oppr eſſion, and the 
Alleſt deaths; preſent the darkeſt ſcene 

kit hs ; that 


„ dying a et 

Probity ae oe numbers of men, 
and of produeing the: nobleſt Arveit f 
genuine virtue. tn may be; reaſonably 
thought, that it was in order cto this end, 
Dim A permitted an-amaz: 
ing ee e prevail, and-comtinus 
| Write Samoa 
— in hes eth = his view the 
Boly Seriptures teach us to look upon ſuch 
cenes, and thus to reconcile them with 
(C6 of 20 ene Providence. 
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namen, vrho reſigued all the beiteten, 0 
of this world, expoſed themſelves to mi- 
ſeries moſt terrible to Men nature, and 
accounted their on lives of no price, to 

retain their integrity, in from reliance on 
ade final juſtice and goodneſs of the Al- 


any peiviciple-i ae Hünan mind: bur the 

Furs of tue Gel the barheſt helle pf 
future Ut dad ine -rowardy-of- immotta- 

virtue hüt hot is reward: in this Baader 

tho! the Providence ef GO makes 0 

genera 3 2 nd il 


Pale of: ale i ele. au ” 
a'proviſion/is requiſite for caſes of er 
dinary sifficulty and diſtreſs. | The higheſt 
and moſt encellent degrees of virtue and 
piety (as appears in the inſtance we have 
now in uf view) are n recompented i in 
this life. To vindkeate therefore the her- 
fed juſtice of the 1 wernment, to 
give proper conſolation to the n minds of 
good men, and to raiſe virtue to the . 
eſt excellence and' ſte ility ; recourſe mu 1 

be had to the art of a Hatun 2 
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ſervation) the Goſpel-revelati on is abun- 
dantly ſufficient to give entire ſatisfaction, 


and to ſupport all good men under the ſe- 
vereſt trials. 1 „ 
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| DomnsTIC and 8 overnment are in- 
deed ordinances of Gop for the reſtraint of 
vice and protection of virtue, which be- 
ſpeak. 1 upor pon the whole the governing _ 
of the Shale nature, who” fitted * 
kind for" ſueh a Rate of ſotietyß. But the 
authority and judgment of conſcience Within 


the mind itſelf, approving right, and con- 


ning wrong condutt, both ef gur 
and. others,” is 2 direct and certain 7 " 


of a judicial intention in that Bein „Whboſe 
Wisdom eſtabliſhed the conſtitution of the 
rational mind, as well as the frame of the 
animal body and the 1 of the material 
world. For. the e maße 0 f the, mit ind! is 2 
that guilt produces remorſe, anxiety, feat, 
ſhame, and many, painful. emotions; but 
noe,, and; Virtus at attended with 
ANQUL Ya: eomfort. hope, and many 
leaf reren haf without. hav- 
Ae g ing 
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wiſe Creator, aw Hamiing ps, I 
vit ro che tate of his eurnte 

a dne und beneßt of 
the ruſt MPT Aol 
me providence of Gon doch not appear 

_ Utinguiſh the Qualities ef men | ſuch 
events of the:world, | This muſt be allows 


ed, if we would aid guilty of ſpeaking 
eee — to vi 


baſh en 8 who in tir de- 
bating- with him, and reaſoning upon this 
great ſubjebt, the juſtioe of.:Gop's 


dence, aintin confeently,. that Divine 
Providence doth- veward:and puniſh men 
| necording to their deſerts; in this life, am 
Wen in ther exterhak and bodily: Arcum- 


Rarices? and therefore fering him red 
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the wort even to * of A- 


co works & Providence Tn premining the 
iter under vininkor 


grate, pain and death; may be thought an 
appearance che moſt inexplicable, ann 


reconciteable to our ideas of 


juſtice. For however ſoch bard wd y 


—— ant" 
"and exalt 'the piety, of the 


to others; peter 


eve of another life, loch virtue neither 


pence, nor ſearcely to anſwer any babes 
of wiſdoth and goodnefs: and nothi 


can ſeem more incon/itent with a wile and 
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juſt government, than to favour lower de- 


+ 
— . 
* ot 8 | er 8 


i of life, and, * the ſums 


t univerſal nature does W 
thing in vin, who for the wants 
and defires of the eatures, W 
 gratifies 1 in a various and wonderful man- 
ner the bodily appetites of all mankind ; 
that He bath made /uch virtue in vnin and 
mocks the beſt defires of the beſt of men; 


4 "I and 
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* p ůjꝙ— ˙ x7 ——— ů—ů— — — ⏑—¹¹⁰ eo 


weh men c 
nefs,' the more miſerably be di 
appointed? Can it be e that the 
ſame providence, which doth not produce 
a harveſt of grain, but to anſwer a bene- | 
be ene d, "and which" bee — 
producctht thi s moſt valuable 1 ben 
g but Ahlruction, and hath no. 
ig. thus cultivating and raiſing the 
Virtue of men? Eſpecially when we con- 
Hors chat the rot and principle of ſuch 
virtue isa Haitb in GOD; a truſt in his 
rewarding jultice, and hope of another 
life d Is zit not a contradiction: to admit, 


that che otrue nick ſprings 


eſt piety is that wh 
from error and deluſion; chat the nobleſt 
virtue is that which terminates in the worſt 
effects f If - thig appears ineo ſiſtent 
with that-adminiſtration of a, juſt, gaveru- 
ment, and with thoſe; deſigns of infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs, which are diſcover- 
ed in the general framè and conſtitution of 


TY . k "A * * ] 4 ; , o 
— 5 0 the 


the a * of n nature: z We ate 
hence led to believe a future ſtate upon a. 
natural foundation of probability: Not be- 
cauſe there are 10 effects of Gon's juſti ice 
experienced at preſent; but becauſe, on 
the contrary, there arę meaſures of divine 
Juſtice as well as wiſdom, which are com- 
menced, and are in continual execution in this 
life and world, which at the ſame time do 
not appear to be finiſhed here, but to ex- 
tend further; and which ſeem moſt de- 
fective in he moſt 1 impor tant events and 
ſignal actions of: life. 5 
. 

3 celamities involve good, 1 « $5: 
men equalh, in a common ruin. And tho 
in the uſual courſe of human life, the infe- 
rjor and more ordinary degrees of vice 

and virtue meet with. ſome pr oportionable 
degrees of puniſhment and reward, in 
the ordinary meaſures of a juſt provi- 
dence, and by the very conſtitution of hu- 
man nature; yet the moſt compleat 


*#45 


nd | hardened. apickedacſs, and the moſt 
eminent and Reddy virtue, ſeem not to 


Ty | be 
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be comprehended in theſe meaferes, bur 
to remain anprovided for, in the wie 
plan and adminiſtration” of Divine Pro- 
vidence. Men by the very exceſi of wicked- 
neſs get above the power of conſcience, the 
ſenſe of ſhame, and the fear of human 
referitments; and ſo eſcape thoſe puniſh- 
ments which are intended to correct and 
reſtrain the leſſer degrees of vice and folly : 
They are reſerved therefore to another world, 
and the Spirit of GOD ceaſerb o firive with 
them; but after the hardneſs of their Bearts 
they treaſure up unto themſelves wrath againſt 
the day of wrath and revelation of the rigbte- 
ous judgment of GOD. And on the other 
hand, men often Je, even the ufual ad-. 
vantages of virtue in this life, and ſome - 
times life itſelf, by their "uncommon fidelity 
and virtue: and therefore their reward Us ? 
not in this world, but 11 another. wy 


Tus we have endeavotired to le the 
natural evidence of the moral government 


Aach a bis Ce penn — 
all the Writers of the Ne  Tefament | 
by it, viz. The doctrine of anothes. life, 
1 of tbe rewards of divme juſtice and 
D0dnels in it, diſpenſed. by our Sevieurs 
and by the Fates o * ns . 


* 


He » reviewing n we - Wan ad . 
perceive what the Apoſtle declares to be bis 
Goſpel —— GOD wilt render to every man ac- 
cording to bis 4008 ks =» This expreſſion af- 
ſerts the morat government and juſtico of 
6007 them, who' by patient continuance 
in well deing ſeek for glory, lundur, and immor- 
tality ; eternal Life: This aſſerts, that the 
meaſures of divine | juſtice and goodneſs 
extend beyond this fe; and that inmorta- 
ity will be the reward of that virtue which 

„„ 1s. 


of artthbs2 b lms what: Follows ou by : 


ſerts an appointment of puniſhments alſo. 
to the vicious and impenitent; and that 
this diſtfibutior 
ments will be made to all mankind in the 
moſt impartial manner, without the leaſt 


reſpect to names and profeſſions: and 


finally, that the adminiſtration or execu- 


tion of the divine juſtice and goodneſs in 


a life to come, is committed to our Bleſſed 


Saviour ;— I the day, or at the time, 1 


when GOD will judge the ſecrets - men why 
Jeſus C ny 1 — to om e 


3 


mt! ah Goſpel. hath beek 38 
1 and believed, or unknown, diſre- 


garded or rejected, and conſequently has 


had more or leſs influence, in all ages from 5 
the beginning of the world. For the 
Faith of the Goſpel was in the world, in 
Jome degree, before the coming of our Sa- 


viour. “Let it not ſeem ſtrange that I aſ- 


g 22 thus; | becauſe: our Saviour and his &- 
ww 


f 


n of rewards ae puniſh. - 


_ 


5 


Sigel ſaith our Saviour, (for ſo it mould 


be tranſlated) to ſee ny day; be ſaw it, and 
. Was - glad. 10 —Th e Wri te T 2 to 3 the 0 | He; of $5 | 
ſhews throughout the eleventh Chapters 


and were animated in virtue by 
5 Aan a liſe to come. And he defines the 
Faitb of the Goſpel to be the fubſtance of things 
: hoped for, the evidence of things not ſcen: 


ternal,— T 
1 v tr 


9 1cted in the Goo, as our 


A "Y age Gal. 3. And he believed it: 


„ And it was accounted unto 
ohe. That is, He acted 
na confidence in the rewarding juſtice 
nd roothele ow Gop in another life, and 
jerefore acceptable to him. He hñad 

0 bone er mütien of that great de- 
from himſelf, by whom this eter- 

tion was to be accompliſſied: þ 


o the moſt celebrated perſons of the 
Nd. antiquity, acted upon the ./#z Jy 
the expec- 


That is, the firm belief, founded on ſuf- 
ficient evidence, of a life inviſible and e- 


he — Peter, placing this life 


$ 


ui, ad thr 1 of — 
 graſi; the grafs. Witherath,) and, the flower 
| thereof falleth: that is, the animal nature. 
of man, as inhabitant of the earth, is fo 
far akin, not only to the. brute-creatures, = 

but even to the plants and graſi of the 
his ee Soy: and: periſh like 
Foe whey nad this is that word eb the 
Goſpel is preached unto you: that is, the-dif- 
covery and FINDER an immortal life 
is the Goſpel.— The Apofile Fohn ſums up 
the whole Gaßel in two points: ba 0D 
gives eternal life to men, and that this lift i 
in bis Sen. And in the beginning of his 
' fromthe beginning, what wwe have heard, what 
| ewe bave feen with our eyes, what we bave 
viewed, what we have handled of the word of 
Efe: referring to that experimental proof 
the Apoſtles had of another life, by ſeeing 
with ar own eyes, viewing: at their lei- 
ſure, 


E his peſtibraidon/ For he adds, The 
be, that is, the life to come, uu dib 
ed, and wwe ſow it, and bear witneſs of it, 

and detlare ta you; that eternal life, which 
was with the Father, and which is now ms 
wealed to . And to return to our Apoſtle," 
in the xvth chapter of his firſt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, he reminds them of, and 
declares what ur Goſpel is, which he had 
before preached to them; — Moreover, 
brethren, I declare unto you, the Goſpel which 
I preached unto yon, hich alſo ye have rr 
cel ved, and wherein yefland: by which ye are 
alfo ſaved, if ye keep in memory what I preach« 
ed unto you, unleſs ye bave believed in vain. 
And we find throughout the whole chap- 
ter, that it was the doctrine of a futute 
life, founded on the RefurreAian of ur 
Saviour TR the dead. 


FROM alt theſe he we may + Hs 
een what the Goſpel is. It lies in a 


Mort e and nothing is more intel- 
| ligible. 


204 The, Moral: Evidence | 
hgible. — The whole hiſtoty ob t * „ dg 
 eourſes; and actions of our Saviour and of 

his Apoſtles, and their reaſonings, replies, 
confutations of objections, ar d precepts of 
duty, are all calculated to ſupport the be- 
lief, and to direct the influence of thif 

del againſt the p Prejudices of Jes and 

Heathens—Apnd 3 it is of importance to dif. 

tinguiſh the Goſpel zſelf,. from the train of. 
circumſtances, events, diſcourſes, . argu- 
ments, aſſertions, and inſtructions, which : 
are recorded in the New T; eftament, in proof | 
and defence, of this Goſpel, and. to promote 

is ſpread and influence. From a want of 
making this juſt and important diſtinction, 
much controverſy, miſtake, and confuſion 
have ariſen amongſt ( Chr iſtians concerning 
the Goſpel z.or concerning the peculiar and, 
fundamental doctrines - of (Chriſtianity q 
which have been ſtrangely multiplied, and 
confounded in the imaginations of men.— 
But the whole may be ſummed up in a few 
words: that Gop will afſuredly raiſe man- 
kind to another life, and judge them acz 
cordin 8 


ions; by ch 7 * Sun 


viour, en he hath appointed to that 
N whereof 0 bath g! ven us an aſſurance 


of 'Chriflian" Fuirb is rin by vir Apo 


au hib ſpeech to the e Court. 
Almigh hey Maker and Father of wanbidh, 
a the deſigns of his creative wit 
dom and the War- as his Ong 


-#hould Peril Aertz hath'em- 
epioyes and appointed dur Blyſed Savjour, 
as the great adminiſtrator of his moral 
- government; to raiſe from the dead and to 
judge mankind, and 


ben on al vbe Mal be found-qualifie fr 
ſuch divine favour.- 


Salvation, the ſublime and joyful riding, 
moſt worthy of our grateful acceptance. 
To confirm this. Ggßbel, and give it: its 
proper influence on the hearts and lives of 
1 is the Whole-lcope: of all the argu- 


34 | „ ments 


to confer immorta- 


ar. — — Here is in onè clear 
and ſingle view, the glorious Goſpel f our | 


. and inde 7 * „ delivered is the 


Tur ur in FRY 1e > rv 
of our Saviour. and the Behalf ing 
{ome a apprehenſions 
| ſtate. 8 But it is 1 eee Fa ws in al ihe 
books: of the Oli Jeſtament there is little or 
nothung ſaid clearly and.expreſly. concern 
ing it. The grand cov 74 | 
been reſerved for that eminent perſon, w 
is the Author and Finifter of our Faith, hq 
hath aboliſhed death; and brought life ond im- 
mortality to light, and who is himſelf the 
reſurrettion and the life. And from that 
valled, and had an influence in a manner 
and degree, which it never had before. 


| The ſeed of the Goſpel hath ſprung up and 


produced a harveſt of genuine virtue and 
Piety : multitudes having actually main- 
tained integrity and a good conſcience, 
ngainſt all the allurements of this life and 
4 f the 


* 


_ 
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the terrors of death, in confidence of a 
5 life to — : | 


Ir m6 part af our aludign te ries 


- courſes to derogate from natural religion, 


or to advance the Chri/tzan revelation to the 
diſparagement of the light of nature, but 
to ſhew the extent and excellence of both 
in conjunction, conſidering one as the 
foundation, and the other as the ſuperſtruc- 
ture; and to obſerve where the ſu perſtruc- 
ture begins, that we may know the value 
of the Goſpel and the dignity of our Chrif- 


tian Faith, as built upon, and riſing ſu- 


perior to, the Faith of natural religion. 


. * 


Wr ſhall therefore in the following diſ- 


courſes more particularly conſider the na- 


tural evidences of a future ſtate; and how 
they are confirmed by the Chriſtian-revela« 
tion. 
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ocean filled the f. pacious cavities of the 
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in this doctrine On the contrary, are 
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perience of the divine operations ?—— If 
the power of Gop fr amed the whole world, 7 
raiſed the body « of the firſt man from the 
duſt, made him a living foul, and gave. him : 
to poſſeſs the earth; if the ſame power. is 
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the deſigns of ys all. preſerving and cter- 1 
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1 and while we confider the 
zundleſs extent of the power, wiſdom, and 
goodneſs of that eternal potentate, who is 
the giver. and preſerver of all life ; . yet A 
formidable objection | may "rem to arifs on 
the Fart e of human nature, and our own | 
weanneſs and unwor khineſs. For are man- 
Find worthy of eternal | life? IS it credible | 


that moral man Thall | de made beir of i a | 
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& the greateſt” of men, how worthleſs the 
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tion to another life mi ht be thought in- 
credible; if the Creator had not AH 
diſcovered ſuch marks of paternal good- 
neſs to his creatures of mankind: if be 
had not made man but à degree Irwer. than. the 
angels, crowned bim with honour, ' gruen him 
 demimion'over the earth, and ſubjected the 
lower animals to his uſe and pleaſure; if 
he did not cauſe bis fun to ſhine and bis rain 
to deſcend upon us; if he did not make the 
elements of the world to co- operate in a 
wonderful manner to the preſervation of 
human life; if he was not continually 
raiſing mankind, by the methods of his 
all-wiſe providence in the conſtitution of 
nature, to their ſeveral degrees of know- 


ledge, 


foundation in natures wh 3 have no A 

#tbund® to hope for a life to c come. And 3 

notwithſtanding this natural foundation of 
Evidence, it might ſtill have been thought 
and diſputable doctrine, wanting a 
moſt defirable confirmation; if te Father _ 
Almighty:had not alſo ſent his. Son into the 5 : 
World, 200 hath' brought uralt toili ge, 5 
and ſelected him, the moſt eminent and 
vorthy of the human race, to be the great 
leader and example of the reſurtedtion of 
"mankind, tbe firft- burn from the dead, the 
Sovereign and judge of men in that un- 
ten eternal world, aich is his everlaſting . 
kingdm. His virtue was perfected, When 
be voluntarily gave himſelf to die a moſt 
isnominions nd painful death in obedience 
to Gop; and was proportionably rew arded, 
when he was raiſed: frum tlie dead, and er * 
Alted to a throne of eternal dominion: and 
glory. And the virtuous endeavours of all 
men, how vreak and imperfect ſoever, are 
im due proportion approved and accepted 
bel | by 
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by the eight: and merciful Governor 


of. the world,, who deſpiſeth not the poor- ; 


eſt offerings of a ſincere and obedient 
heart. 'Tho' human nature is infirm, and 
the beginnings of virtue but as the ſmall- 


eſt ſparks ; the bruiſed reed ſhall not be broken, 
nor the  ſmoaki ng flax \ exting uiſhed*: . where 5 
there are any ſincere efforts of obedience _ 
and generous | love of goodneſs, they are 


encouraged in the Goſpel, with the moſt 
ing aſſurances. of acceptance and 
favour, and ſhall in no wiſe loſe their reward. 


How little and unworthy ſoever the hu« 


man ſpecies .may appear, compared to 
Beings of celeſtial dignity, wiſdom and vir- 
tue, yet it is not the will of your Father in 
heaven, faith our Saviour, that one of theſe 
little ones fowl periſh. | 


Ir any ſhould further object, a fax, 
How are the dead raiſed: ? And with what 
bodies do they come ?——The Apoſtle s anſwer 
is, How doth the grain that i 1s buried and 
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wiſdom” which hath formed matter with an 
infinite variety, and which gives to every 
Ley, rare or denſe,” ſolid or Huid, "celeſtial 
or terreſtr ial, its proper nature and form; 
can ſuch wiſdom be at a loſs to: rovide ſa1s 
table receptacles, and to cvery ſpirit its 
8 Proper dwelling? — Such objections pro⸗ 
cdeed from the narrownels of: gur epntep- 
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tion from the dead to life everlaſting, is 
founded upon and connected with the u- 
tural credibility of this ſublime doctrine: 
and thus the Goſpel enhances the natural 
credibility into a confirmed aſſurance. 
How then can it be thought incredible that 
GOD ſhould raiſe the dead? The won- 
drous operations of divine power, in all 
ages and thro' univerſal nature, ſerve to 
_ perſuade us of its credibility ; the. mira- 
; culous events of Irs ou xght to | 
convince us of its . | 


Lr this ſublime Faith be eſtabliſhed in 
our minds: let it encourage us to over- 
come the world : let us rejoice and triumph 

in the exalted hope, and unbounded pro- 
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l looking around them, and conſidering the 
frame of thei ir nature and the condition of 
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"their 1 mor rality, and ſee death before them. 
The human fr: ame, like that of every ani | 
"mal and plant upon the earth, ſoon decays | 
and falls to ruin. All 7 651 25 gra ſi, and all 
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good, all come to the ſame end, ol are 
4 involved i in the univerſal d nden. | 


Bor is it an a deftruſtion ?- an 
eternal period of life and Being? Are all 
men doomed to periſh for ever at death? 
Is there no redemption ? no ſalvation? In this 
moſt momentous inquiry, revelation omes 
in to our aid, and extricates us from hs 
and perplexity. The Goſpel is an aythen- 
tic diſcovery of a life to come: it extends 
our view beyond this narrow ſcene Ft 
things, to the boundleſs region of an im- 
mortal exiſtence. It overlooks the intereſts 
of this life and the wiſdom of this world: | 
it doth not inſtruct us in the policy of go- 
vernment, the prudence of laws, the diſ- 
cipline of war, or the arts of peace: nor 
does it unfold the myſteries of philoſophy, 
or diſcloſe the wonders of the material and 
viſible creation. Theſe inferior ſubjects 
are left to the natural abilities and inqui- 
ries of men. But it treats of ſomething 
more important and intereſting to man- 
| kind ; 
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neſs to mankind in this life, as arguments 
for his more extenſive goodneſs hereafter. 
It gives us alſo the ſupernatural evidence 
of miracles, and eſpecially of Chriſt's ac- 
tual reſurre&ion from the dead. What do 
we conceive could move the Almighty to 
create mankind to this life, but his own 
goodneſs? And to what cauſe can we aſ- 
Var. I. $ * a 


== 
be — 
9 —U U— 


COLES 


7 


r 
l . 4 PSs 4 


2 58 Ni? be Gabel. Di | covery, Kc. ; 


cribe o our future exiſtence, or if 1 y fo 


i. 
% 
$2 


1 ws 4 * 41 


expreſs it) his re- creating mankind to ano- 


ther life, but to the ſame goodneſs ? 
Excluſive of the b nevolent purpoſe of in- 


* 14 


finite and eternal goodneſs, all mankind 
ul | periſh for ever at death: Gut it is 
the myſtery of ( GOD revealed in the. 09 , 
that thro his ineſti mable love and. mer rey. 60 


brif | Fe his our. 


* 


ll be the inhers Fance and reward 
Hope continuance is  well-deing 


iy 
— - ? oy 
BEL g 
1 5 
F - 
+ — ** 3 4 as We : : 4 
5 N * * wry 6 
e 4 we.” 05. x 1 * * 
1 * 
1 * *. 2 þ 4 
& & * 4 q 
* * * 4 © A * 2 «# * & * 4 
, * 
4 4 * 57 * 
s > * 
+ # 7 £ * 5. * Lo 7 3 8 I + 
a . \ N 7 
3 * & * 1 7 * & * Pi * 1 } 8 
* : . 
yp * F. 4 
2 & \ * 
* * T 0 5 4 - 
„ * 
* - * * * 4 4 a 
* * 
T2 
5 7 
% - — ud - 
4 5 A 7 
& 3 3 5 { - 1 
* \ y 1 : F i 1 ; 
— f 3 
+ Ws -% „ * $ 
+ 
- Ly 
2 $ . 
* 
* % wp # * * 4 * % 
7 % * * 
IX Fa * 4 * K Fe 1 * a ROK 
z N 3 . 3 
OY * * oy * 4 ' ” Y * * < C 
* * 
i” % * 
* 
* 3 of 4 
f x « 8 * * 
1 3 * 7 F 
+ - % 1 4 4 4 0 
— 
% by 
} * 
; 
; 
* 
4 
* 1 * 
i Y 
5 * OO. * 
< * * by 
\ 
* 
- 
% : 
wo 
- 
* 


Ld 
* 


DISCOURSE XI. 


he Chriſtian Evidence o 


* - 


T 


4 


F *% 
5 * .de nid 2 nn 2 N * 
© 1 * 1 - „ x ; * 


- , 
G { , hy A , 
EAT Ta db So, , As EF as af 4” 5 78 * 
£5 WEIS wo wh * 44 $35 Ad Ae. #: £8 Tot 2 4 1 3 we * 
* 
5 * ft ry 
„ „N © * * Py 1 N ** po * 
7 1 3 1 «3-4  \ 1 3 3 * v 
* * 4 * 4 2 3 
* * — 
* 5 85 —_— 5 7 ＋ 
13 „„ 25 © et! 
| ä 9 1 A * 
* 1 
* 5 E F * 5 
* "F F * Li be) * * þ e * — EOS 1 { 4 
; * 1 ; T 1 4 1 
# « 1 i 7 # i. ul * 9% 


EF SILTETD © 1 con. Av. 12. 11330 Geb. 


9 „„ 


he roſe rom t 
uu, that there 
+ 


" 


be preached that 


\T"E ©» £R"I 
#3154 iS 3 


W o& * K i 2530 
15 nw re, urretion 0 the 4 f TD 
JV 

„ . x 5 8 - 
: "Mb IB 4 ks F * 1 £4 YEE TN "I OY wade 4 5 2 
| HE n moſt valuable le advantage we de- 


. is che beef e d u e 
founded on the evidence of C Fs reſur- 


5 * 3 | 3 — 
* 1 * 7 : * 4 
F 3 ; * 5 I -C * 1 L £ % 4 7 
4 ; 8 : : : ** * 8 3 % * W 5 > 5+ 
011. 3 

F 3 fe. 8 : - ? 60S ; f 

— 8 : he. He , * * ef 1 * "RE | } 75 FF * * : | 8 

f 4 F: 2 5 I " 1h 4 ne 5g + 4 2 8 : 4 2 

0 x 3 


Maker and governor of the 1 dae ate 
diſcoverable, by the light of nature. We 
counfeſs the power of Gop, CR we. ſee 
it, in the aſtoniſhing motions of the hea- 


venly orbs, and other mighty operations 


2 y 


Q@ 


in nature: we acknowledge his toi dom, be- 


cauſe it appears in the ſtructure of the whole 
83 | world 


ections df il Gon, the 


oy 


_ E —— E: — 


— — 


n _ 


ME. : » 
— — roo—o os 2 
— — - CA = — 


— — 


«at 


— 2.43 


1 
1 
£ 
4 
o 
{ 
5 "> 1 
= #1 6 ; 
N 
ny 
= 
14. 
1 
1 
7 
1 * 
N. ed 
.T$1 
7 8 
1 
DB 
1 it 
4 
A k 
# 
e 
| Pa 
by 1 
re 


av wa; P =. me 
— pt E 
— . — 


oe . 
po = = * 1 22 * _ 2 * 8 
— —— — = — — 
b. 7 ; — a — IR 


— 
r 
—  ——— 
— ** 
1 


1 


r 


262 The ch Ruidence 


world, and of every creature in it: we own 
his goodneſs, | becauſe we experience it in every 
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enjoyment of life. In theſe firſt points of 


religion, the evidence of nature is clear and 


demonſtrative. And the ample diſplays 
of divine power and goodneſs. to mankind 
: in this lite a and world, may. lead us £6 form 
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hopes, that the ſame all-wiſe and bene- 


ficent power, which produces mankind in- 
to æxiſſence and life in bis wor d, and 
-whith beſtows upon them ſo many preſent 
felicities, may have furtben deſigns of good- 
neis ta men; and may Mise mankind frem 
the dead to another life, even a life ſuperior 
in kind and duration; and to which this 
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The Chriſtian Beides, 7 | 
-phiftical and partial arguments, by which 
ſome have perplexed the doctrine of a fu- 
ture ſtate, For the Goſpel derives our hope 
of a life to come, from the true original 
ountain oF ers nr e e and 


l as intended kits Wbt: wier 
diſeipline, and education, in order to the 
_ enjoyment of a nobler Kind of Uo 1 1 
: ture ſtate. ee ee 1, e 
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of things is both conſiſtent with itſelf, and 
agreeable to'the moſt refined and elevated 
conceprions « of the attributes of Gop ind 
the purpoſes of his wiſdom and benevo- 
lence” in the formation of this world and 
of human nature; yet a further evidence 
of another life not only is de/irab/e, but 
ſeems neciſſary to confirm the truth of it, 
f and to convert it from a plaufible ee 
into an Nee belief ſufficient to the 
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ending halbe, ent eee in the viſi 10 fr 
der of the creation and the preſent Nate, of 
mankind: 43: and hence in er that 0D 
tends to raiſe men from the dead, and qhat 
this life is introductory to another yet it 
may be objected, That ſuch kind of gea- 
« © ſoning 1 is not ſufficient to give intirę ſa- 
£4; tisfaction, and to deliyer the mind from 
7 uncertainty and ſuſpence:— There 
6 124; weakneſs inherent in the very nature 
0 « of all ſuch arguments, which degrades 
them into mere probable conjecttires.— 4 
_ « It may ſeem. to us, by the beſt light of 
ec nature, agreeable to the wiſdom, juſtice, 
and goodneſs of the. Almighty Creator, 
* to appoint a future ſtate for mankind : 
166 but does it | follow of a certainty, a that | 
* Gop will act, as we think he ought? Is 
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40 «to :deſign;: as: to conclude with any de- 
4 gree of aſſurante that it i: his deſign ? | 
Hab he. eyes of | fleſh? and dorh be ſce 
nan feeth?- Doth he determine according 
to human judgment and the dictates of 
« our ſhallow -underſtandings'? - 1s not his 
<-wiſdom infinite? and is there ought in- 
& finite in man, but his weakneſs and ig- 
«© norance : There is a wide difference 
es between what the power of Gop muy ef- 
* fect," and his actual /, and purpoſe to 
effect it. We believe the power and 
ec iſdom of Gon in the conſtitution of 
this world and his goodneſs in this life, 
.< becauſe we ſee the evident marks and ex- 
is perience the effects: but another life and 
e world are wholly miraculous, and beyond 
s all our ſight, ſenſe, and experience: the 
e viſible ſtructure of this world, and pro- 
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vc man or angelic, mortal or immortal. 

„Let it be granted, that thete are innü- 
* merable ſpirits in the boundleſs univerſe, 
ho are created of an immortal "nature, 
and who enjoy their Creator's goodneſs 
e in an eternul life: but what pretence hath 
tc nan to an eternal exiſtence, who is made 
-F*/of the duſt of the earth, to which he 
« muſt ſoon return? We doubt not the 

« power of Gop to reſcue mankind from 

, ce, the apparent deſtruction of death and 
N the grave 3 nor do We deny His infinite 
e goodneſs: but we doubt the purpoſe of 
* his will to beſtow an immortal life on 
# men; 3 becauſe mankind do not appear to 
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eme beſt of e e to be 
e contented with what they receive | 
des the divine ibe Fall y'in this" life, bt 
dar n p retend e to to a happineſs beyond 
Din and She enjoyment. of . 
oh + maſs addr; echt; for os 5 
0 * ſtate, . aue e little better than preſumptions, „ 
* not proofs, conjectures, : not. diſcoveries. 
40 We are therefore deſirous of ſome fur- 
ther, ſpecial, and direct proof, in order 
« to remove our doubts, and eſtabliſh our 


*b ief of the divine intention to beſtow - 


i; ſo inconceivable and ineſtimable 4 pri- 
ee yiledge on men, as that of a reſurrec- 
* tion from death and 1 to a life 
off N and * ee n, 
1 it is our great ner chriſtians 

; to find all theſe doubts removed in the 
1 Goſpel revelation, and to be furniſhed, in a 
moſt ſignal manner, with that kind of proof, 


0 much to be de efired, and ſo proper to 
H give 
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ſurrection from the dead, when he aßpeur 
, not indeed to all the people, but to 
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of GOD: © The Evangelifts and Apoſtles are 
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prejudices, to their vaſt amazement and 5 
terror, ſucceeded by a joy beyond deſcrip- 


tion, . They ſaw with their; own. eyes, viewed 
at \their leiſure, and bandled with their aan 


hands, the perſon of our Lord after his 


reſurrection. This is a fact, in whieh 
they could not poſſibly be deceived theniſelves, 
but muſt know of a cer ainty, whether 


they had, or had not, ſeen and converſed 


with him after his crucifixion; and a fact, 


in which they could not intend to deceive 
others; by periſhing to death in ſupport of 


a falſehood; unleſs they were the moſt 
fooliſh and abſurd, as well as the molt 1 m- 


ä and impudent of all men. And 
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fact is decifpot and is a kind of proof 
which: ; es the mind more content and 


of the wiſeſt Philoſophers ; as it removes 
all objections ariſing from the unexperienced 
and known nature of a life to come. 
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In natural religion, we are not to determine 
Previouſſy from our o.]n 
obſerve firſt the actual Works of Gon, and 
the appointments of his idence;' and 
then learn, as far as we are able; the wiſ⸗ 
dom, goodneſs, and f:t 
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no future ſtate. For the term reſürrection 
in ſcripture always means a future ſtate: 
and the modern notion of two diſtinẽt 
refurrections, one of the foul and andther 
lf che body, is a meer vulgar error; thete | 
Who fuch diſtinction in the Fore teſta- 
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IN this, as in all other conſtitutions of 
eternal providence, there 1s much more 
than our under andings. can give any 
diſtinct account of, or indeed are capable 
of conceiving: but there is nothing con- 
trary to the reaſon of mankind, or in- 
conſiſtent with thoſe a pprehenſions o f di- 
vine wiſdom power and goodneſs, which 

we collect from nature around us. A- 
nother world and a higher ftate of being, : 
the exconormy of things in it, and the re- 
lation of mankind to it, are ſubjects 
which we may well ſuppoſe cannot be 
fully revealed to us, or comprehended by 
us; as they are not only beyond our ek. 
Perierick, b oy above; our faculties. N 
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: d. Such reaſons are not indeed 
Art proofs. of the truth of the Goſpel, 
which reſts upon the facts recorded and 
ſupported, by the ſtdongeſt teſtimony: but 
if the ſcheme of buman redemption can he 
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To this! ene it will be proper to Walde 
ſome attentio! upon the following ſeries of 
arguments; which I ſhall not expatiate on 
at large, but rather ſuggeſt to the reflec- 
tions of any: who may have capacity and a 
Ran NP 9 8 to tuch "ſubjects. 


| Binds 0 11 fen appean ae en 
the. whole; viſible order of the creation, 
1 the IOW of infinite wiſdom are:ac- 
compliſhed by the intervention, either of 
ö cauſes, or of intelligent beings 
ſubject. to the will and deſign of the Su- 
preme Being. All the events befalling 
mankind in this life are effected in this 
manner. It is therefore conformable to the 
whole plan of nature, that the events of ano- 
ther life, and the divine purpoſes in regard 
to the future condition of mankind, ſhal! 

be effected by the like intervention, not in- 
deed of material cauſes, but of ſome one or 
more intelligent and powerful beings. There- 
fore the Scripture- Doctrine of a Mediator 
between GOD and Man, in order to our eter- 
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wiſe, powerful, and active beings, the ſub- 
jects and ſervants of the One Supreme 
Being, but far ſuperior to mankind, is a 
dictate of reaſon as well as revelation and 
that the welfare, happineſs, and ſalvation 
of mankind ſhould be an object of zhvir re- 
gard and benevolence, and, as our Saviour 
#fferts, the repentance of ſinners att occa- 
fion of joy amongſt them; is à natural 
and credible ſentiment. But what ener- 
tions of power or of virtue any of them 
may employ for the benefit and ſalvation 
of men, cannot 0 to us, 9 100 
vi _ miracles. 
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of raiſing mankind” to another life, and 
diſpoſing of them according to their reſpec- 
tive qualifications, fhowld be committed to 


= Mediator, who hath himfelf exhidited the | . 
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nelvts mankind; is a conſtitution which it 
is io #nnatural in men to object to, that it 
ſeems on the other hand to be the wiſeſt and 
beſt ſentiment the reaſon of men could 
poſſibly offer up in requeſt to the ſupreme 
Being, That he would veuehſafe to grant 
them the privilege of ſach a: conſtitution, 
and of having their aRions tried, and their 
future. condition "WE," "by" uch a 


* 
* Wi 7 
4 3 ww \, * = 1 * — * 
73 ”. . 
p 27 
5 : 
8 * 2 * * > b 
: my 1 4 <re 
Nai .” #46. 
„ ; F * . : 0 : 
7 * k „ % —_— , a ny 
1 


. 


A - we bee, 92 the Provi- 
dence of Gop hath a&ally tommitred tlie 
ves and condition of mankind in this 
world, to the will and determination of 
men, even cortupt and vitious men : and if 
vve can reconcile this oonſtitution to dur 
reaſon and our deft ideas of divine wiſdom 
and ' goodneſs, and think no ole of 
force ariſes from hence againſt natural re- 
gion; our reaſon cannot be offended at 
that doctrine of revelation which: declares, 
That, the- Man Chrift Jeſus, the moſt emi- 
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tional and incredible - ſuppoſition, that a 
being of a ſuperior order and celeſtial dig- 
nity, and in compariſon of man in tle 
form of a GOD, ſhould become incarnate 
and be found in the faſhion of a man; We 
may obſerye in anſwer; firſt, That there 
is no inſtance of our Saviour or any af his 
Apoſtles requiring g any of their diſciples or 
converts to receive and believe that doc- 
trine. They require us to belieye that 
Jeſus was the, Chriſt, the Son of God, that 
be roſe from the dead, and i fs ordained of GOD 
to be the Judge of mankind ; but they do not 
require our belief of .any thing concerning 
his dignity, or exc previous to his hu- 
man appeara That doctrine therefore 
18 moe to be . ene the Articles of 
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will ſtill object that this doctrine is plainl ß 
intimated in forte expreſſions. of the New, 15 
Ti eftament, and that it is ſuch a myſtery as 
cannc aſſent to, and hence is. 
diſpoſed to reject the Cbriian Faith; it 
may be a ſufficient reply, if in the next 
place we demand of him, to explain the 
myſtery of his own incarnation, and the union 
of his own ſoul and body, and to teach 
human reaſon to comprehend the manner 
of that: till then, we can neither on the 
one hand allow any force or weight to ſuch 
an objection; nor on the other, preſume ; 
to aſſert or explain, any thing eee our 
Savicur 8 incarnation. 9 7 
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have tempted them to advance and main- 
tain, with an amazing degree of aſſurance, 
certain propoſitions concerning the perſon 
or eſſence of our. Saviour, and his ſtate of 
glory and dignity before his coming into 
this wed ——But let us be contented to 
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believing Jeus in theſe words: Acts fi. 22. 


Ye men of Ijrael, hear theſe words. ehe 
of Nazareth, a man approved 'of GOD" 4. 
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which GOD did by hint in the mi of you, as 
ye your-febves alſo know : Him being delivered 
by the determinate counſel and foreknowledge of 
GOD, ye have taken, and by wicked hands 


bave crucified and flain : this Vea 60 
hath raiſed up; whereof vr all are witneſſes : 
therefore being by the right Band of GOD ex- 
alted, and having received of the Father the 
promiſe of the Holy Spirit; be hath comm. 
cated theſs miraculous gifts to us, which you 
now ſee and hear. Therefore let all the bouſe 
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mi manner to the heathen officer 
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4 Feftes of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power ; who went about hing good, 
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ite of all things which he did, both in 
the country of uus and the city of Feruſa- 
m: whom thiy flew and bangedon @ tree : 

Him GOD raiſed up the third day, and 
forwed him openly, not to all the people, but to 
witneſſes choſen before of GOD, even to us, who 
did eat and drink with hin after be roſe from 
| the dead: and he commanded us to preach unto 
the people, and to teſtify, that it is He who 
was ordained of GOD to be the judge of prick 
and dead: ig hum give all the prophets witneſs ; 
that thre bis nume, whoſoever believeth in bim 
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men to another life, and their eternal ha = 
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Almighty! Maker or mankind; And we 
may ſafely appeal to every impartial mind, 
that has given any ſerious attention to the 
writings of the New Teſtament; whether 
the defrine"vf à future immortal fe, as 
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vidur to the throne of glory and of final 
judgment over "mankind; was in conſe- 
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of Human life, its tnfifnittien 
ies ard temptations led Sfog 
mid wollot 3609 men 161 anode als. 975i 
FT xx diſcourſes, ene n rentsrecord 

ed of our Saviour in his human ſtate, ate as 
it were ſo many pledgei or ſecurities given 
to us of his wiſdom, juſtice, and clemency, 
and n it be n dis bu- 
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6 ane in the adminiftration of the final 


judgment. What a ſource of comfort and 
: hope 1 18 here, to creatures endued with the | 
infirmities of fleſh and blood, and op- 
preſſed with a conſcious ſenſe of their own 
5 demerits F What a ſubject .of courage and 
joy in exerting our beſt endeavours of piety 
and virtue! By whoſe judgment -would 
men. wiſh. to. have their eternal ſtate de- 
cided, were it left to their own” eleftion ; % Or 
what other perſon in the univerſe; can hu- 
man reaſon or imagination conceive as more 
eligible to this high and glorious « office than 
the man Cbriſt Teſus ; ; who qualified himſelf 
for it, by performing the _ hardeſt duties, 
and ſuſtaining the ſeyereſt trials, of our 
mortal nature, even to the bittereſt pains 
of death, fr om a principle of obedience to 
Gor and love to mankind — Therefore 
GOD hath highly exalted bim, and given him 
n name above every name, in this world or 
that which is to come: And he hath com- 
wie all judgment unto him, and given him 
eie X the 
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| the power. of eternal life and death 0 ver 
the Whole human race. 
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WII I m who pleaded the ignoratice y 
of his own murderers in apology for their 
erime, be ſevere upon the failings a and errors 
that proceed from mere human weakneſs 
and involuntary ignorance? Will He who 
implored mercy and forgiveneſs from his 
Almighty Pather for his own "moſt cruel 
perſecutors, puniſh with rigour and beyond 
the meaſure of juſtice? Will he who came 
to ſeek and to ſave that which was Io oft, con- 
demn any, by arbitrary purpoſe, or with- 
out a neceſſity of juſtice, to the loſs of eter- 
nal life? Will not He who himſelf endured 
the moſt unjuſt oppreſſion, vindicate the 
eauſe of the injured and oppreſſed ? And 
will not He, who by humility, virtue, and 
obedience to Gov, roſe to glory and domi- 


nion, diſtinguiſh and prefer men according 
to their piety and virtue * oy 
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An it ſhould ſtrongly affect. che mind 
of ever . chriſtian in reading or hearing 
the inſtructions and precepts of our Sa- 
viour, to conſider that they are delivered by 
the ſame perſon, ho is conſtituted the fu · 
ture judge of our behaviour. There cans 
not be a more natural and powerful motive 
to a virtuous and chriſtian life than this 
conſideration. His precepts and example 
come recommended to our conſeiences with 
a redoubled influence of reaſon and autho- 
rity, from his exaltation to the throne of 
judgment, and the power committad to 


him of puniſhing our negligence and re- 


warding our obſervance, This doctrine 
alone contains the ſtrongeſt motives and 
the higheſt encouragement, to excite our 
attention and animate our endeavours in 
chriſtian goodneſs, to make us ſtedfaſt and 
immoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, having ſuch an aſſurance that our 
chriſtian labour ſhall not be in vain.— If we 
live as becomes his diſciples and followers z 
we.myy with joy expect the bleſſed hope, even 
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dum, and live for ever with bim in the Man- 
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| the appearance of the glory of the great GOD 
and f our Saviour Yeſus Chriſt : iuben he 
ſhall come in the glory of bis Father with the 
holy engels, and fit upon the throne of judgment, 
and make the univerſal and final diſtinctio 
and ſeparation: when the wicked all be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruttion from bis 

preſence and by bis ghrious' oer; and the 
righteous enter into lus joy, poſſeſs his king- 


fions he is preparing, and which were de- 
ſigned for them from: che foinilation of tht 
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- Lars debe eee Pico 
GOD, believe alſo in me. In my Fa- 
tber bouſe are many manſſaus: i it ere 
not ſo, I would have told you.” I go to pre- 
are 4 place for you. And f I ga and 
prepare a place for you, 1 will come again 

and receive you unto e 85 n | 
am + there, Je n a x 


35 e 
. Tursz ans are the beg] . 

that private and affectionate diſ- 
—_ which our Lord held with his diſ- 
ciples, the evening in which he was going 
to be betrayed and put to death. The dig- 
nity of the ſpeaker, the character and ſi- 
tuation of his diſciples, and the ſolemn and 
intereſting occaſion of the words ſpoken, 
are all proper to engage our earneſt atten- 
tion to them. Our Lord had often fore - 
told the approaching event: but his dif- 
8 8 ſeem not to have underſtood him; Ys 

X 4 or 
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312 Phihſelica and 
or at leaſt, not to be fully convinced till 
the preſent time; when at the celebration 
of the paſſover, he aſſured them of the im- 
mediate accompliſhment of it, in ſuch a 
manner, that thiey-could not poſſibly doubt 
of miſtake his meaning any longer. Then 
all their expectations were contradicted, all 
their hopes blaſted, their prejudices excited, 
and their Faith overcome: they were filled 
with conſternation, grief and deſpair. The 
ample experience which they had of the 
wiſdom of his inſtructions, the power of 
his miracles, and the charms of his good- 
neſe, only. ſerved to produce a wiolewt  Jiruggle 
m their breaſts, between the eſteem and 
affection "they conceived for him, and the 
terrible difappoimment and mortification 
of ſee cing him apprehended. and put to death 
like | a miſerable malefaQtor, , inſtead of 
| raiſing himſelf and them to honour and 
; grandeur. . One of them indeed had the | 
courage to declare that he would die with 
his maſter rather than deſert him. But 
| the! he might be ſincere in making the de- 
clar a- 


weabneſt: * his maſter "Ie: 5 50 bets 
ter than he knew. himſelf... Now in this 
dejected and ſpiritleſs ſtate. of -his diſciples 

Was this diſcourſe of our Lord addreſſed to 
them; z and every expreſſion in it was direct - 
ed to their inmoſt thoughts and affections; | 

and it is throughout full of an inimitable 
di ignity of ſentiment, ſimplicity, of man- 
ner, kindneſs of diſpoſition, and propriety 

of addreſs. His view was to ſtrengthen 
their Faith, to mitigate their grief, and to 

revive. their hopes. To which end, tho 
he could not avoid ſome myſterious, ap. 
PEATANCES, , becauſe they, were not qu 
to receive a fuller information; yet we may | 
obſerr 3 that he gives them many plain 
and ſtrong aſſurances; = That he would 
e return to them again; that his death 
« would not be their loſs, but their great 
advantage; that they were to be ſeparated 

« for a while only in order to be united for 
« ever; that he would in the mean time 
« ſend them another comforter to ſupply 
10 the want of his preſence; that his power 


cc and 
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and inclination to befriend them would 


«always continue; that he was leaving 
them and going into another ſtate in or- 
«der to provide for them; that in a ſhort 
« time they would ſee him again, aid their 
grief be changed! into joy; and he would 
te then remove all their doubts, explain 
o things more clearly, and give them an 
«entire and laſting ſatisfaction. He in- 
termingles alſo many expreſſions of Kind- 
neſs to them and perſuaſions to fidelity, 
ſteddineſs, and courage, and to an obſer- 
vance of all that he had taught them, and 


a confidence in the promiſes he was then 


making, and of which they would moſt 
aſſuredty experience the truth. Such ap- 


pears to be the purport of his diſcourſe i in 
780 n the following 8 F 


Bur to nder the text more particu- 
larly, ——Let not your hearts be troubled : ye 


believe in GOD, believe alſo i in me. I my Fa- 
ther's houfe are many manſions 5 if it were not 


, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 


Place for you. Ani if I go and prepare a place 
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br you, 96 will come again "and receive | yo 
unto myſelf; that where T amthere ye may beal ſo, 
Word than Which nothing g can be 


imagined more affectin g or conſolatory. 
Our Lord reaſons with his diſciples, ' in or- 
der to ſupport their faith: That, as ot © 
they believed in Go who i is Invifle, 7 
ce from the evidence of his works which 
« they ſaw; ſo the works of power and 
te. goodneſs which himſelf had performed 
c Amon gſt them were ſi ufficient” for their 
faith and confidence in him, tho'he' was 


1 then about to depart from them and to 

e be inviſible-for a time: nor ought his 
c. ſu ering death greatly to alarm and dif. 
+ quiet them, as if he was going to periſh 
* or to be ſeparated from them for ever, 
6c or as if his pretenſions of being 
« the Meſſiah, and their hopes of his 
« riſing to power and glory and be- 
cc coming their © prince. and deliverer, would 
« be defeated, For this world is not 


« the only ſcene of exiſtence and life, or of 
te honour and power. In the univerſe of 
« Gon 8 


1 woes into another ſtae, — he 5 
. have. an opportunity of em ploying his 
@ care. and power. for the, greater advan- 
© tage of his diſciples : and the very in- 
tc tent of his leaving them at preſent, and 
« going into that other ſtate, Was to diſ- 

e poſe. things for their reception; after 
« which he would come again and tranſlate 
« them. into it, and they ſhould dwell to- 
s « gether with him for ever. — In this 
manner doth our Saviour chear hisdeſpond- 
ing diſciples, opening the 


AT underſtand- 
ing r heir belief, ann i g 
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Tur peel points which the 3 5 
the text propoſe to our attention are the 
followin; g.—Firſt, The repreſentation which 
our Saviour makes of the univerſe and the 
inviſible world: Is my Father's houſe are 
Many "manſh ons, that 1 15, various Rates Or 

worlds. 


worlds. — The Alertion of oY 
own power ard ageticy in providing a fu — 
ture tate for his followers: T am going to 
repare u place for you, thit is, another ſtate 
or 'werld. Thirdly, That this ſtate will 
5 be where he himſelf reſides:— And urthly,” 
That the end and deſign of his whole pro- 
cedure was to prepare this future ſtate: 
Jam going to prepare a plate for you : and if 
I go, or, When I am gone and have pre- | 
pared a Place for you, I will return and re- 
ceive * to mus er ——— 7 am wad, he 
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tation Which our Saviour here makes to his 


diſciples of the univerſe and the inviſible 
world: I ny Father - Hh Houſe are many man- 1 
Fons. It is a character peculiar to our 
Lord's diſcourſes that he expreſſeth the 
fulleſt ſenſe and the moſt ſablime ſenti- 


ments with the greateſt ſimplicity and fas 
miliarity of language. As with great 
juſtice and N he frequently ſtiles 

the 
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318 ; Philoſo phical. * N 
the Supreme Being Fatber; fo be in 


purſuance of 10 ſame image, he Niles 


the, creation, the houſe. of his. Father, in 
which he ſaith there are 


learn to enlarge our ideas of the works of 


Gop,. and to extend our views further f into 


his immenſe creation. „ 


| 1 5 3 1095 the preſent world, 


confined to the ſurface of the earth, limited 


by the imperfect organs of ſenſe and by a 


narrow ſphere of experience, ſee but very 


little, and know ſtill leſs, of the boundleſs 


works of the Almighty Creator. What 
knowledge the minuteſt inſect confined to 


its little cell hath of the whole earth and 


of all the tribes of men and other ani- 
mals, ſuch in proportion is our know- 


| ledge of the furrounding 4 of the 


univerſe. . 
Bur 


y 8 


various different ſcenes or places of reſi- 
dence. for his different creatures. Now 
from theſe wo ds, as well as from philoſo- 
phical reaſoning and ſpeculation, we may. 
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31 
Bur as we rn with 
W e animals, of various forms and 
in different ſtates and conditions; as we 
ſee a regular gradation in the various ſpecies 
of creatures, from the loweſt inſect to the N 
higheſt of mankind; ſo it is reaſonable to 
believe that all the living creatures which 
inhabit the earth bear no proportion 
number to the living inhabitants of the i 
univerſe in general; and that as mankind 
are raiſed in capacity, dignity, and enjoy= 
ment above the lower animals; ſo there 
are creatures of ranks and orders aſcending 
above us, in an undeterminable gradation: 
and as this earth is the appointed reſidence 
and bounded habitation of mankind, the 
limits of which they cannot paſs; ſo there 
are innumerable other worlds and regions 
infinitely various, each poſſeſſed and re- 


pleniſhed with its own BYE inhabi- 
tants. | 
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Tur late Amen of antrieat \philoſo- 
1 extend ſo 25 that they acknowledge 
1 N with 
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ny material globes or worlds Gtuate@ i in 
the waſt ſpaces, but within the 1 ach of - 
the human eye, which have ſo great an 
affinity and reſemblance to the world we 
inhabit, as to afford the ſtrongeſt preſunip- p 
tion, that they are in like manner replets 
with their owyn proper and living inhabi. 
tants, who derive ſupport and benefit like 
_ ourſelves from the light and heat of the 
ſame ſun. And if the material ſyſtem: -be 
of this nature and extent; if the imineas 
ſurable ſpaces of the ſkies afford room for 
various worlds of uffknown dimenſion and 
quality; tis not incredible, that there are 
alſo numberleſs ſyſtems or ſtates of being 
in the univerſe; which are not nor can be 
ſubject to any of. our ſenſes, and of which 
it is impoſſible for us at preſent to form 
any the leaſt imagination or conception. 


Ir is impoſſible for a perſon born blind 
to form the leaſt idea or conception of 
light and colours: and when the ſenſe of 


| O_ 
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er ih 5 boa. 

power of 'Gob — 
creatures, for ought we we know / faculties, 
of which we have: not tlie l daſt conception; 
or may tranſlate any of his creatures into 
2 new a nd e Wann, 


e land W of o which they 


could not before frame any: notion to 


themſelves, but we may conelude with 

the higheſt probability, that every ſpecies 
and rank of heings throughout the univerſe 

poſſeſſes manſions, regions, ſpheres of 

activity, objects and means of happineſs, 
ſuitable to their reſpective natures and 
qualities. —Such order and diſpoſition 
of things we naturally apprehend to pro- 
ceed from the perfect. wiſdom of the 255 
n author and diſpoſer of all. 
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volving nature of all things on earth: one 
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322 Phibſephical at 
neration paſſing away Ro VE to react 
and place to another: And amongſt man- 
kind, ſome aſcending and others deſeend- 
ing in the ſcale. of human life: ſome | ari- 
ſing from ignorance, meanneſs, and ob. 
curity; to knowledge, honour, power, 
and other poſſeſſions; ſome degrading 
themſelves to contempt and miſery by their 
vices; others improving themſelves and 
attaining the true dignity and happineſs | 
of their en by virtue, 80 in regard 
to a extenſive ſyſtem, conſiſting of 
many ent ranks of rational beings, 
or in regard to the whole univerſe, it is 
not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that there 
may be an endleſs variety of changes and 
revolutions ; that one world or ſyſtem of 
worlds is in the courſe of ages ſucceeded 
by another; that ſome creatures are con- 
tinually aſcending, and others perhaps 
deſcending in the infinite ſcale of rational 
being: that there are various migrations 
or tranſlations of creatures,” into different 
— or ſcenes of habitation, and different 8 


i TO” 


Chr lan Pins; & va 
degrees of capacity and enjoyment: and, 
conſidering the infinite multiplicity of the 
works of Gop and variety of his living 
creatures, that there are alſo different 
periods of duration, as well as different 
ſtates of being, allighed to them; that 
ſome are created for a ſhort and momentary 
exiſtence, others for a longer period, _ 
others for an eter! Naqratjon,” 11 


Ir is lente e oy oe” beſt 
apprehenſions of the orders and de- 
ſigns of Almighty Gop exerciſing a moral 
government over all and every ſpecies or 
ſyſtem of rational beings, to conclude, 
that it is the fundamental and immutable 
rule or law of this his moral empire, That, 
by virtue and obedience to his will, us 

rational creatures ſhall riſe to higher ſtates 
and nobler ſcenes of action, and to ſu- 
perior degrees of capacity honour and 
happineſs; whilſt on the other hand, the 
conſequence of vice and diſobedience ſhall 
be their degradation, or forfeiture of their 
former ſtate privileges and enjoyments, 
- Y 2 and 


3% — Philſophical and 


and a ſuffering | of oſs * and 
miſery; and if they remain incorrigible, 
that the end ſhall be their utter deſtrut; 

whilſt other creatures more fit and worthy 
ſhall ſucceed to their ſtate place and rank 
in the creation, and numbers newly cre- 
| ated repleniſh the waſte and loſs of num- 
bers in the univerſe, who are deſtroyed in 


juſt conſequence and puniſhment of their 
| wickedneſs and impenitence. 0 


Tux creative power of Gop is unlimi- 
ted: and we may reaſonably conclude, 
that it is perpetually operating in the pro- 
duction of new creatures into exiſtence 
and life: and when millions periſh, how 
_ eaſily can his almighty power produce 
equal or greater numbers in their ſtead ?-- 
For to him it belongs to kill or to make alive, 
to ſave or to defiroy. He is the everlaſting 
GOD, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of 
the earth, who fainteth not, neither is weary : 
| There is no Searching out of his Pg or bis 
Ch ces To | 
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Chriſtian Views, &. 3a 
Wrrx regard to ourſelves and the whole 
human ſpecies, it is not to be preſumed 
that we can comprehend all the various 
ends and wiſe purpoſes which the almighty 
Creator had in view in the formation of 
mankind: and therefore it may be difficult 
if not impoſſible to judge with certainty | 
from reaſon and ſpeculation alone, what 
is his deſign in regard to our duration; or. 
to determine that moſt important queſtion, 
whether mankind are totally deſtroyed by 
death; or whether they ſhall ſurvive that 
mortal change, and paſs into another ſtate. 
But ſuppoſing” we could determine to our 

own ſatisfaction, that, in general, death 
does not put an end to our being, but 
that we ſhall paſs into ſome other ſtate; yet 
how many doubts, how many difficult 

queſtions ſtill remain unreſolved, and in- 
| deed unreſolvable by any arguments in the 
power of human reaſon to produce, If 
the light of nature does afford ſome glim- 
mering hopes, ſome dubious intimations 
* preſages, of a future ſtate; yet how 
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blank is the proſpect! what ſhadows 
and darkneſs reſt upon it impenetrable to 
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human eyes, and uninveſtigable * our 
moſt curious reſearches ! 300 87 bog ci. 


Bor is jt not natural to extend our en. 
quiries further? can we help being ſollici- 
tous to know, whether there is any place 


prepared to receive us after death? any par- 


ticular regions, any habitations or manſions, 
appointed to us in the univerſe of Gop?. 
when our ſouls launch into the boundleſs 


ocean of unknown being, ſhall they wan- 


der ſolitary and forlorn thro' the abyſs. of 
immenſity and eternity? or who will be 
our pilot and conductor? whoſe friendly 
guidance and immediate protection may 


we hope for? to whoſe territories ſhall 


we arrive? to whoſe government and ju- 


riſdiction ſhall we be ſubject ? with what 


ſociety ſhall we claim acquaintance ? or 
ſhall we be loft in the deſerts of the crea- 


tion, having no place of refuge, no home 


* * indeed 3 3 that 
in all fates and at all events. we are, and. 
ſhall be under the, cat re and government of. 

the one infinite and ſupreme being: with- 

out which belief there can be no hope 3 

and which is the neceſſary foundation of, 

every thing we can hope for. But when 
we conſider on the other hand, that it may 
be as truly affirmed of the moſt deſtitute 
miſerable and abandoned creatures in the 
univerſe, as of ourſelves, that they are 
within the power and providence of 
almighty Gop; and likewiſe, that to ſup, 
poſe that mankind will be provided .for in 
2 future ſtate hy the immediate hand and 
power of almighty Gop, is an hypotheſis 
we have no ground to make from the viſits 
ble ſcene and courſe of things in this world, 
but is cantrary to all appearances at pre- 
ſent; ſeeing we derive in this world, life, 
PE deliverance, protection, wn 


3a Philifepbical Ph 
all proviſions and bleſſings of life; not ma. 
mediately from Gon, but b by the 1 mediation 
of others :—when we conſider all this, 
the doctrine of Gop's univerſal 

and providence over all creatures Ii all 
ſtates, will not, ale and abſtrattly con- 
fidered,: afford us all that ſatisfaction con- 
berning a future ſtate which we naturally 
deſire; and which may be a proper and 
ſüfficient ground for our conduct in A: 
ind our hope and courage at death. 
if there be a world to come, it is not 
to be preſumed | that the economy of 
things.in that world, 1s not only different 
from, but contrary to, all the methods of 
diyine ceconomy which we fee in this 
world: at leaſt no appearances of provi- 
dence here will lead us to conceive of ſuch a 
divine procedure hereafter, or to believe K 
| ua: a kind of future ſtate. OL Boba ff 
" Ox the „ A we Are n 3 8 
Jive in this world by the mediation and 
aſſiſtance of others, and owe all our ſafety 
Jupport and enjoyments t to the care and 

_ 
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inſtruction, to the power and 8 z0dneſs of 
others; ſo from all that we ſee and know | : 
of the divine conduct and defi igns, it is 
natural to conclude, that a fimilar acono- 
my and diſpenſation muſt take place in a 
future world; and that our reſurrection | 
after death, our ſafety or ſalvation 1 in 4 
future ſtate, our manſion or place of re-. G 
ſidence, our manner of life, our enſoy- 
ments and felicities, and every thing rela- 
tive to that ſtate, will be under the care 
direction and government, not immediate 
ly of the ſupreme being, but of ſome 5 
ſubordinate agent and miniſter.— And the 
whole conſtitution and proceſs of things z 
in this world, upon the moſt” impartial” 
and extenſive view, lead us to apprehend; 
that if mankind are to live after death, 
and Gop hath appointed a world to come 
for them, there is ſome mediator Ae 
60 D and man, ſome deliverer, protector 
and governor, to whoſe immediate ca 5 
and tuition mankind are committed, as 
the ſpecial and diſtinguiſhed friend and pa- 
tron. 
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tron 9; the human race; and. * whoſe. 
powerful agency and wiſe direction, all 
things relative to our future and eternal 


Nate ſhall be tranſacted and roma, a 


Elxsz then, ſhall \ we e not gratefully. ac- 
cept of the aid, and acknowledge the fas. . 
vour of the chriſtian revelation? , which, 
| gives us a better aſſur ance and more in- 
formation concerning a future ſtate, than 
we could attain to by the light of nature; 1 
and conſequently eſtabliſhes our belief of it 
in a ſuperior manner and degree, It in- 
forms us, by whoſe immediate care in 
ſpection and agency all things relating to 
our future exiſtence are tranſacted . and 
governed; That it is Jeſus Chrift aur Lord, 
who hath power and commiſſion from 
Gop, to deliver us from the power and do- 
minion of death, to afford us protection 
and ſafety , and to provide for us conveni- 
ent habitations after we have quitted theſe. 
earthly dwellings. He is our reſurredtion 
and our life, and our f ature ſtate is under 

nw his 


Bis governr nente yas, nh | 

this end, andthat; we might t lieve in him, 
and rely on his care and protection, ven 
in the article: of death, 60D raiſed kin 
from the dead; and in reward of his moſt, 
perfect and exemplary virtue and ohedi - 
ence, hath given him power over all Halb, 
committed to him the 44y5 af the future 
world, and conſtituted him judge over 
mankind, tbat 105 en 11575 _ . to 
all 8000 men. e 25% - ht 
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Tuis leads us to conſider, Pape” wy — 
aſſertion of our Saviour in the text, con- 
cerning his own power and office of pres 
paring a future ſtate for his followers * 
* am being to NR a e en . Atti 
Menn 2 
er ies of an amen power be- 
tween the one ſupreme and infinite 
and his minute creatures on earth; 4 : powers 
friendly and benevolent to the human {pe 
cies; @ perſon, who- hath experienced the 
hy mities of our nature, and exhibited. 


every 
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1 virtue, who hath himſelf 
paſſed before us from this life thro the 
galpb of death to another, whoſe peculiar. 
charge and province, whoſe moſt affectio- 
nate concern and important enterprize, is. 


the falvation'of 'mankind ;—nothing ſure- 


ly can be more grateful to the heart of 
man, chan this idea of a mediator and Sa- 
ur; nothing more | conſonant - to our 
aehpleſt views of the vaſt univerſe, and 
the ways of infinite wiſdom, than this. 


faith of _ we 99. 


1 ; 
S113 c ” 11 4 2 


-As$ thiviy power 1 eee does not 
produce the glorious light of the day, but 
by the operation of the ſun; as his uner- 
ring vildom does not bring mankind inta 
this world, but by the intervention of 
man; as his infinite goodneſs does not 


beſtow y any bleſſings of this life, but by 


intermediate benefactors; ſo neither will 
divine power wiſdom and goodneſs raiſe 
mankind from the dead, to the life the 
light and happineſs of a world to come, 
N 55 but 


but by the en operation + of an in- 
termedi, ate power; of hum, who i is re 
to us as the great benefattor and Saviour 


of men, the author of a future tate, "the 
EP. and the 4 Was > the world: of 


n 


; mankind. 2 * 4 Ws bY: . 1 'N 1 


7 $23, ow N 1 3 #1 
N 2 N 1131 JETS r. 
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and momentous nature of that change, 
which will befal us at death, the imper 
trable veil which hides Futurity from Sur 
view, and the untried Sear expänfen 
that lies beyond. when at the moment 'of 
our departure we are ſeparated from. every 
preſent object, and deſerted of every Uu 
man acquaintance, and no earthly power 
can befriend or relieve . us; in this real 
proſpect of death (for real it is) What can 
2 give us ſo much conſolation, ſo cheering 
hopes, as to believe that our ſouls ſhall 
not wander deſolate, friendleſs, forſaken, 
abſorbed in a void or chaos of ſolitary EX= 
iſtence, but that there is a place prepared 
for us, a ſociety ready to receive us, a 


* Hi ke cal and” 


tation ; that there is A 72 11 terri- 
tory. fabject.. to the government of A 
Fotentate moſt friendly to mankind, who 
will not fail to give all virtuous ſouls an 
hoſpitable and kind reception, and a ſin- h 
cre, welcome to his celeſtial ; dowinions; 
atentate, whoſe government was erected 
| and eſtabliſhed, to the very end and pur- 
poſe. of ſaving mankind, and providing 
For, the ſpirits, of the juſt happy ſeats of 
reſidence : that amidſt the infinite univerſe 
8 and the innumerable uariety, of ſtates and 
worlds in it, there 1 is one deſi gned for the 
perpetual inheritance of good | men, and 
prepared for their reception, by 3 care 
and agency f our. Bel Saviour, whoſe 


high ; zmperia 6915 it is, to raiſe mankind 


wing ne., ah ; f „ 
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's And; it may add greatly to our ſatiſ- 
— Hiton to be aſſured, thirdly, that i it will 


. 


be the fame ſtate in Which ou 
himſelf reſides. I am going, faith lis to. 
prepare 4 Place for you's 5 and” when r Babe Ki 
prepared a Place for- you, 1 will return and 
receive you unto n Me, _ where 1 an there ; 
ye may be ß. good men be 
raiſed from death 3 the lilteneſs of their 
riſen | Saviour, and Fei, bodies ſhall he 
faſhioned according to his glorious body; by that 
mighty power by aobich he is able 10 ſubdue 
every thing 10 bimfelf ; fo they will be uniteu 
into one celeſtial aſſembly and community 
with him their exalted head, under his 
government, in that region or world of 
reſidence, where his everlaſting throne is 
fixed, where he ſhines with meffable glory, 
and will for ever employ his vwiſdom and 
power for the happineſs of his ſubjects, 
now redeemed by him from ee s rde 
: and chase with ee 5B li 


* 
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| "PaTTLY : this was the great end of alf 
2 kin actions and ſufferings, of his whole 
: procedure and enterprize, - that be might 
become the author of this immortal hap- : 
pineſs to good men, that he might obtain 
this celeſtial province juriſdiction and So- 
vernment, that he might. eſtabliſh: this 
: myſterious intimate indiſſoluble con- 
nexion and relation between hanaſelE. and 
the world of mankind; when all virtuous 
fouls, the ſons f the reſurrection ſhall be 
formed into one vaſt community, city, or 
church the object of his eternal care and. 
love; as he will be the object of their ad- 
miration eſteem gratitude and obedience, 
to everlaſting, ages. Then will they alſo 
ſtand in a reſemblance r and perpetual 
alliance with, that order of ſuperior 
beings, who are now Far one of human 
affairs, and who will be combined under 
the direction of the Saviour of mankind, 
in n accompliſhing with him 7he great ſolva- 
tion ; _ he ts ſend forth his angels, and 
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| intelligible _—_— 
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the heart of . man than the 1 


the writin ing 1 the Goſpel OR _ us. 


ſpel-rev 3 an ex- 


* „ 13 


perimental evidence in the ad 


paratus preſented to dur view; 3 celeſtial a- 
gents introducec 


1 venly community formed; an eternal govern- 


tual reſur rec- 
tion of our Lord from the dead; an 4p. 


N 3: miraculous powers. ex- 
hibited; 1 ſtate of reſidence prepared 0 hea- | 


7 2 


6 ment eſtabliſned; and the gr eat ſovereign 7 


and Savi jour of mankind revealed, M with, a 


| ſublime dignity, yet a familiar and perfect 
humanity; his actions ſeen, bis diſcourſes | 


| heard, his divine virtue proved, his per- 
tony . not indeed with earthly 
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Pomp; bot e heavenly power, det with che 
grandeur of this life, but a far more i. 
rtant and glorious reſurrection to a ſu- 
erior life; whence he became the'exam- 
ny the pledge, the leader, the author of gl 
a general and final reſurre ion © n- 
ud. the- appointed Jad 
tions,” tlie rewarder of the righteous, the 1 
everlaſtitip adtmiration and joy of his s re. 
. in the * his glory. 


Havine theſe ſublime | | 
revealed to us; it becomes us 70 fer our 4. 
Iclions en things above, where Chrift ftteth, 

inveſted with glory and dominion ; know: 
ing bar our future life is hid with Chrift'in 
60, and that when be who is our life ſhall | 
appear, then Rall his followers, appear alſs with 
Him in glory. By this hope we are animated 
to follow his example of humility, charity 
reſignation, patience, contempt of 'ric ES, 
' obedience to Gop, and benevolence” 10 
men. For by thus ching 70 fn, and Ii ng 
* 10 s rightemueſ in Lg world, we mall af 
we fafedly 


| Chriftian Views, &c. =: | 


8 furedly obtain a reſurrection to munity 
life, be found worthy, as our Lord expreſſes 
it, of that world which he hath prepared, 


and have an entrance adminiſtred unto us into 3 


bis everlaſting kingdom. And in conſe- 
quence of this Cbriſtian Paith and obe- 
dience, we need not let our hearts be troubled 

at the proſpect of our own death, nor ſor- 
row for the loſs of our friends and rela- 
tions, as if we had no hope ; but may enjoy 
at preſent. a ſolid conſolation and reviving 
hope, amidſt all the affliftions of morta- 

lity ; and may at laſt with a calm and ſe- 

cure confidence reſign our departing ſpirits 
to the merciful diſpoſal of our Saviour; 
in certain hope of an admiſſion into that 
happy ſtate where he reſides, and of being 
for ever with the Lord. | 
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I hath been Abbe by ſome the-eong- 
eſt objection _ the Chriſtian reve- 
lutian, That it hath not protluced® thoſe 
beat and vod effects in! 
cem adequate to de dvr ad defen -k 
4 a ſuperriavaral: Interpoſiibr!; "that in ſteal 
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* 
krtle ir at all inlaid? and that's le : 
ms Called C7 e, are for THE mont 
part as Enorant and Yupetſtitidis, 1 88 
rußt and wicked," ; as the fob 6 K Ale 
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tory account, had not our as a Saviour 


nd his ole th Tall the 
force of it, and furniſhed Us with a juſt 


ſolution; which they "have done in ſo am- 


ple a manner, that not dn & the difficult 
is removed, but the truth and authority of 
the Goſpel is confirmed by the very inquiry. 
or and yd 24ouod? need ded T | 
e Bb Wu ad fioiggs 0 1195 „do to 5 
Fix Y : Our Sevicur and his Ale not 
only, declared, that -the\-Goſpe/ would: or | 
Þe gffectual. to reform mankind, and fore- 
9 in general the corruption and wicked- 
me Which would enſl lugs — ning 
.the Goſpe-r revelation ; 3.; ut part Pre- 
e ee in all the peguhar — ? 
 Fripcipaleh 1 1 Wy very} apoſtacꝝ and 
e of, the Cr iſtian nations, which 
Fach given riſe;to,the foregoing objeRtion : 
prediEions, whack cannot with, any colour 
of reaſon be attributed to any human pe- 
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arrogance ofo the great heatof this P: 
tacy 3 as diſplaying a vaſt magniſicence, as 
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in dbe temple: of GOD, andi himſelf 8 
Sat he is a Gad; that is, eee 
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of nature Wabern is — papal or 7 other 
corruption of Chriſtian religion, anyob- 
jection to the revelation of the 'Goſpeli— 

The: aſe nature is we. thee law ws Gor n 


2 was 1 andertdad;! Wen "oy 
practiſed, in any part of the world; and 
in moſt parts, was violated and perverted 
to an enormous degree, and even the moſt 
unnatural ideas and cuſtoms planted in its 
ſtead. Chriſtianity is the ſame law of Gon 
inforced by additional principles and mo- 
tives: but the ſame cauſes in humam na- 
ture, which corrupted natural religion, 
have operated in like manner to violate and 
peruert C 
wicked inventions of men in its room. All 
this follows from the paſſions and luſts of 


mankind, from the artifice and fraud of 
deceivers, and from the weakneſs and folly 
of the deceived. | And neither any ſyſtem 
| of — :or doctrines of truth, or inſtitu- 
tion = 


1 ianity, and to ſubſtitute the ' 


carr by maſon, EO . 
— of revela nion, can ſequre Man- 
kind from the influence of thoſe cauſes af 


. nothing hut a perpetual ſeries 


of miraculous interpoſuians and judge 


ments (ſuch as that which ftruck Ananias 


and Sapplurs dead, for attempting tn paſs 
2 fraud upon the {pg/es, or in reality un-: 


on the Hah Spirit) could be ſufficient to 


this end. And even ſuch a train of mira- * 
cles would by their cantinuance loſe their 
beſt effects, rn e kh 1 
Saaten as unn N 


Tus — bene; or ad: of 
mankind is by no means therefore a neceſ: 
_ fary condition, in order to prove the 
truth, either of natural religion, or of 
the Chriſtian revelation. The truth of things 
ſhould always be conſidered as independent | 
on the opiniens and practices of mankind: 
and we ought not to ſuffer any prejudices 


to 


trine or - inſtitution; on account of! vor bs 
miſtakes and abuſes which it hath been 

ſubject to, Aon 
or e vere i p 19 
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te reality, = al un 
kind in any high degree, ſeems to be im- 
prakticable by any means wh: terer: thi 
conſtitution of this world does not ſeen 
to admit of it. Human nature will tin 
remain the fame, and mankind are and al- 
ways will be creatures beſet with tempta- 
tions, appetites, paſſions, Errors, follies, 
and faults. This world is not a ſtate, in 
which the virtue, peace, and happineſs of 
mankind dan ever be thoroughly eſtabli ſh- 
ed. So great a change, ſo happy 2 refor- 
mation, ſo divine an eſtabliſhment, can- 
not take place but in that flate or world, 
where our Bleſſed Saviour's | Kingdom | is efta- | 
bli ſhed, that everlaſting kingdom of his, 1 in- 
to LY all ſincere and good men ſhall be. 
finally admitted, and form one glorious 


6 8 ſociety 
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Tuinbrx; 2 The reformation 5 75 man 
N in this world i is not repr eſented 1 in the 
writings of the New Teſtament as being the 


rincipal end and deſign, of our Savjour's 


Sf i 


enterprize. The publication of the Goſpel 
and the endeavours of the Apoſtles to pro- 
mote its credit and influence i in the world, 
were indeed directed to the inſtruRion, 
converſion, and moral! improvement of. all 
who would give attention. But the recep- 
tion and effect of the Goſpel, amongſt man- 
kind is only a circumſtances compar. to 
the great end of 0 our. Saviour's. whole under- 
2 5 which end might have been accom- 
Pliſhed 1 in regard to mankind i in general, 
tho' the Goſpel had never been publiſhed : at 
all: as it is now, in Falk. accompliſhed, in | 
regard to the far greater part of mankind, 
"who have never. yet. received or eard of 


the Goſpel; and who nevertheleſs ſhall ob- 
tain, if they live vir gouſly acearding to 


Warn he himſelf x was kobe] in i 
| moſt ſolemn manner upon his trial by the 


Roman governor, concerning his kingly 


character and pretenſions; he avowed 
himſelf to be in reality a Ning; but added, 
that bis kingdom was not of this world: that 


he was born into and appeared in the world, 
that be might bear teftimony to the truth; and 


that every one who is of the truth would, bear 
his voice. That is, he aimed at no govern- 


ment or influence, and came to effect no 


change in the ſtate of the world, but 


ſuch as that truth, to which he bore * 


mony, would produce: and every perſon 


who received that truth would indeed 
: obey his commands. But this was, a kind 
of influence and authoril ty no way inter- 
fering with the government of Pilate or 
the empire of Cæſar, or prej judicial to the 
rights of any prince on eartd. 


SL * 


the law 0 dn iner in ve en, the 


Vor. I. Aa Oon 


Oos bleſſed Saviour Exerciſes no regal 
or judicial power in this world. All that 
can be properly ſtyled his kingdom on earth, 
is nothing more than the influence which 
the 'truth of the- Ge hath upon the 
minds and actions of men. And this 
truth he left to the voluntary acceptance 
or refuſal, uſe or abuſe, of mankind: 
and men themſelves, not his goſpel, are 
anſwerable for the conſequentes. He hath 
expreſsly diſclaimed all coercive power over 
mankind in this life: : and his per ſuaſioe 
power is left in the hiſtory and other | 
parts of the new teflament : which men 
may attend to, or, on the contrary, may 
neglect, deſpiſe, miſtake, pervert, and 
abuſe, juſt as they are diſpoſed, without 
the leaſt apprehenſion either of reward or 
puniſhment from him in this world. As 
far as the goſpel ſer ves to influence men to 
virtue; ſo far he intended to reform the 
world and to ble leſs men in turn ug them, from 
their 1 iniqui ties, but no further, Exce pting 


this 


ma Goſpel wes LEST 35 55 | 
this, the, world goes on in its natural 5 
courie; and fraud and folly, ſuperſ on 
and ee * in ae a8 ce 5 


} 


+ lady our 23 Saviour comes With"s 
fole or principal view to reform mankind 
in this life; he would Have done what hie 
expreſsly diſclaimed; that is, lie Would 
have erected a government on earth: and 
we need not doubt but it would have been 
a perfect government, — have Hyvanced 
bigh 'as human nature, ad thi 'confli= 


tution of bi, world could admit. M6 


they will not admit of any high degrees, 
A government of perfect virtue, a con- 
munity of compleat happineſs, are im- 
practicable here. This world c 
converted and framed into an entire un- 
mixed. ſcene of knowledge, virtue; and 

happineſa. But anther world mit be ſo 

framed: and mankind tranſlated to an- 
other ſtate and inveſted with a new na- 


422 ds 
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356 e Principal Objection | „ 
dure, may decome wiſe, virtuoris, and 
happy, in a manner and degree, of which 
their preſent nature and ſtate are incapa- 
ble: for fleſh and biood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of GOD, nor can corruption inherit 
incorruption.— If any then f uppoſe, that 
the main purpoſe of our  Saviour's 
coming was to eſtabliſh the virtue, peace, 
and happineſs of men in this world; . 
are inattentive to what is re preſented 
his great deſign and office, and do not 
underſtand the meaning of that redemption 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. He had 
a far greater end in view, than any thing 
which could be effected on earth; a more 
ſublime and extenſive enterprize, than any 
5 reform ation or government of mankind 
in this 1 


© BY 


'T "ws ads toa fourth e which 
| "takes in the ſenſe of the text: that our Sa- 
viour s great deſign, and end was to provide 
a future ſtate for mankind, to prepare an- 
other world for their reſidence, and to raiſe 


them 


5 fo FA Cape apr. TE x 3 57 N 
| them from the dead to the * ww 0 
BY, and there to eſtabliſh his everlaſting "wo 
| throne, kingdom and government.—Here 
is an effect worthy of a divine revelation, 
and every way anſ' werable to the dignity 
of it, and to the miraculous intervention 
and operation of ſuperior beings, in order 
to een the mene E e 


A IE nd world to come are rel 
to men from the power and goodneſs, the 
mediation and the agency, of the great 
Redeemer of 'the world, who fa aves men 
from death eternal, that is, from an utter 
extinction of being, and raiſes them to 
that life and ſtate, that inberitance and 
kingdom, which are bis, and which he pre- 
pares for and beſtows on good men. To 
this grand event the ſeriptures of the new 
teſtament conſtantly direct our attention, 
and repreſent it, in the fulleſt manner, as 
the purpoſe, end, and conſummation of the 
ſcheme of nen 


A a 3 Ix 


chat a een tee irth * 
ef mankind, and that the ſouls of men 
e phyſically immortal or eternal; or that 
the almighty. Creator either could not, oer 
had ſome way bound himſelf that he never 
would, : deſtroy or annihilate the human 
ſouls he hath made; if we entertain a 
previous notion, that a ſuperior eternal 
life comes to mankind in the neceſſary 
+ courſe of things, independent of the/ ope- 
ration and ſpecial agency of any ſuperior 
power to that end; if we think that our 
ſalvation and happineſs after death is ef- 
fected by mechanical cauſes, and not by 
the mediation of intelligent agents; we 
| ſhall find more difficulty i in attaining toa 
clear underſtanding of the Goſpel. But if 
we lay aſide theſe 1 vague, obſcure, and pre- 
judicate notions, and take our ideas and 
ſentiments directly from the language of 
our Saviour and his apoſtles, we ſhall find 
it clearly intelligible: and ſhall then eaſily 
apprehend, that the kingdam of aur Saviour, 


4 10 often tijumidratd in the hw niet © 
are and the Wane 1 eee OR 12 


be the e the 10 runner 
viour; preached ſayin; Repent, e 
arb of heaven is at band. And whilſt 
ou Saviour was living on earth, he taught, 
and ordered his diſerples to teach, the ſame, 
_ viz. the kingdom of Beqven is" at hund. But 
after his reſurrection, they never ſay it 
was ar ond) hen: it was then actually 
come or commenced: the future ſtate was 
then begun, Chbriſ being the rt 
them that ſlept : and as Ad 
of mankind in this world; ſo our Eura 
was the firſt of mankind in the reſurreftion>. 
Aare or the world to come, the finſtborn 
from" the dead, the beginning of the neu 
creation. At the laſt paſſover' he declares 
to his diſciples, that be tv0uld no more taſte 
of tie fruit of the vine; till be ſhould drink 
it with them anew in the kingdom of bis Fa- 
ther; that is, till after his reſurrection, 
A a 4 when 


7 was the ern . 


his riſen ſtate. The ſpread and influence - 
of the Goſpel in this world is indeed fre- 

I quently ſignified by he kingdom of GOD: 
but it is always in connection with and re- 
ference to that fate and world, which is 
properly and ultimately the kingdom of our. = 

Lord and Saviour; that. everlaſting. kingdom 


-” into which all virtuous chriſtians ſhall have 


| the ſun, and which they ſhall obtain the 


an abundaut entrance adminiſtred 4% tem: 8. | 
that kingdom, into which many ball come 
from the eaſt and the weſt, and fit - own, with 

Abraham, Tjaac, and Jacob: that kingdom, 
in which ' tbe righteous ſhall ſhine forth as. 


perfect and eternal poſſeſſion of, when the 
king ſhall ſay unto them on bis right. band, 
Cesme ye bleſſed of my father, inberit the king- 
dom prepared fur you from the foundation f 
the world: that kingdom, which our Lord 
received from the Father Almighty after 
his reſurrection, when he was exalted, 
and had @// power given to bim in heaven and 
18 ih 


en dar and drank + with his 5 in 


2 40 f , enemies eee 3 
ſubdued all oppoſition, dgfrijed i the. EY 5 e 
enemy death, and thoroughly eſtabliſhed the 2 

ne, pe zeACe.: aud en 3 it—Th neſe d 5 5 1 


ike, whichis: theeffect of our Lord's me- 
ial undertaking; the ſtate of 28 
r Slory adi, — "i 
region. "of this empire, where his rene 


it is den chat the e eee «of 5 
of mankind, or their perfect peace and 
happineſs in this world, are by no means 

eſſential parts of the plan of redemption 

_ of conſequences neceſſarily following Got: ) 
the truth of the chriſtian revelation: Our 

Saviour's grand purpoſe,” and his kingly 8 
office and empire, ſtand independent of 

the ſtate of things in this world, and of 

all effects and conſequences of bis goſſe ! 


obtained: becauſe the ſame Sirit\of. pro- 


| remarkable terms, the infatuation, cor. 


banes 3 wen- „Mus haet lade. 


ground to hope, that the goſpel will hüwe. 
in ſome future ages, more entenſive and 
| beneficial effects, than it hath hitherto: 


y, which predicted, in ſo ſtrong and 


ruption, and ſlavery of the chriſſian nati- 
ons, hath foretold alſo, as eleurly, their 
deliverance and reformation +' a teformati- 


on which hath already taken place in a 


conſiderable degree in ſome nations, as we 
have the happineſs to experience: and all 

- wiſe chriſtians are waiting the conduct of 
providence, in order to the accompliſſi- 3 
ment of the whole, in an univerſal change 


of the chriſtian world, and the conver- 


ſion of the Jews and other nations: and 
this will be, in a religious ſenſe, the kings: 


am and glory of our Saviour on earth. 
But even this fate of things will be no 
more than a faint reſemblance, or ſhadow,” 
of his real, proper and everlaſting kingdom, 
and of no greater a ras than as it 


ſhall 


5 n the ai of our Lord and 8. UTOUT « 
And the qualifications for that ftate may 
be found ainongſt mankind in every. age 
and nation, tho the Goſpel be not received, 
known, or heard of amongſt them.—80 - 
our Lord declares, that many ſhall come from 
| the eaſt and the weſt, the north” and the ſouth, 
from all parts of the world, and poſſeſs 
his kingdom, that is, the future ſtate and 
world,  whilft many cbiluren of the ling 
dom, many who now enjoy the Goſpel, 
ſhall be excluded. It is undoubtedly our 
high privilege to know this Goſpel of the 
| kingdom of heaven, and to have the g/ad- 
tidings of this great ſalvation publithied' for 
our acceptance, and confirmed to our be- 
lief by the reſurrection of our Saviour from 
the dead, that grand event, which was 
the actual commencement of a future 
ſtate, as well as the ſignal proof of it: but 
this privilege may be neglected and fatally 
abuſed; and will have no effect in itſelf, 


ſepa- 


Tas = or fooliſh . of er. 
ans in this view, is repreſented in a moſt 
* natural and lively figure, according to. his 
peculiar. and inimitable manner, by our 


Lord . himſelf. Then Heal. the . kingdom. of | 
beaven be. likened to ten virgins, bo took 
their lamps. and went forth 1 70 meet the bride- 
| groom : and froe of them were "wiſe, and fue 8 
were fooliſh. - . They that were fooliſh took their ; 
lamps and took no oil with them: but the le | 
took oi in their veſſels with their lamps, &c 
By the kingdom of heaven, he means, the 
future ſtate: by the bridegroom he cha- 
racterizes himfel, . as he will then appear, 
not in the form and manner in which he 
uůved on earth, but! in ſplendor and magni- 
ficence, like a prince entertaining his 
friends and attendants at a nuptial ſolemn- 
ity : by the virgins going forth to meet the 
bridegroem, he denotes all chriſtians who 
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in this world, not. to moi human natur 
anew. in this life ; but to raiſe mankind - 
eden, to Ant another "Nate 


et delight, to ws ids: —— ab. 
ions to that future ſtate. "+ 53831 9193 
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piety, the bpring of Ford 


enjoying the good _ ike wien 
- NRA nor : 


ons. ought to be ſatisfied with prefert things, 
ledge: the goodneſs of the al- 


mighty Creator, in bringing him into this 


Uſe and world, fo . 1 


5 "3 


it not an ineſtimable Tee of di- 
8 go | vine 


tue, to de always complaining of our lot, 


2 
SI 


8, nd excite our 0 
Wa noun After deen an a authentic dif 
Nor - cer et thei? £ ward of virtue 3 
what is there in this world to engroſs our 
attention, and make us unmindful of che 
ation, and the promiſed inberitance? 

-&This world cannot be made A. ſtate of 

happineſs, either great in degree, or laſt- 

ing in duration. Mankind are neceſſarily 
incident to vices, diſorders, oremptions, g 
calamities, diſeaſes, and death: and 
there is no remedy: it is the Proper 
ſtate of our preſent corruptible nature. 
To — the wiſeſt government and 
dare capa. 
ble fs in this ah would have been a 
deſign below the dignity of our Saviour, 
and unequal to the extent of his power 


and goodneſs. And we ought to rejoice 
woch more in the: * of a fu- 


the moſt b perfect» ane polls 1 here | 
5 — For undoubtedly an cenie 
capable of a happineſs in another and 
In mortal life, ſueh as they can neithe 
. 5% nor "6 much as comprehend; at at 
preſcnt. We have thefefore the ſtron geſt 
reaſon to be ſatisfied, that" the reward of 
good men is not in th7s world, but in that, 
where our exalted Saviour reſides; and over 
which he rules with an eternal 1 wy 
Pere juſtice ang sds. 
ne A) NBA, 287 
"Tap pratfice * men — POR the great 
Ange of their faith and bope in a proſ- 


-pet of temporal intereſt ;' when they ilk 


84 


heir worldly all, upon an uncert 
pectation of gaining, not + Hagdan, but a 
ſmall return of profit. Had men the 
like faith in regard to another world ; how 
great an operation would it have in the 
practice of all virtue et! in our chriſti- 
an vocation there is no riſque or danger: 
we may gain every thing by attention and 
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induftryys but can Joſe; noilung. For if we 


ſuppoſe dliat che, goſpel is falſe, and 


that. there ãs 15 future ſtates yet the ho- 
leafure of conſeious virtue is a 


full:equiyalent, for any! ſelf· denial we ſhall 


exert in the practice of it; -and. therefore 
we can ſuffer nothing But if the * 
be true, the difference is immenſe +, Whe- 
ther we ſhall be refuſed admittance into 
the future ſtate, together v * 170 tp 
dreadful reproach of our own folly, be 

doomed to periſh:i eternal. death; or on 


1 


the contrary, have an abundant entrance 
\adminiſtred to us into the everlaſting kingdom 
-bf our Lord and Saviour, May Gop of his 
infinite mercy deliver us from the former, 
and beſtow 5 0 us ay latter, thro —_— 
ages our e Ziege ID 11875 
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o another life, 
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is Tepreſented in in 
effect of divine go d the 
nal love of the Father , almighty, in : 
exeaitelt inſtance, is recommended with all ag 
the force and bear proper to engage our 

filial affection ky 
the ſame. time, the Judicial character 


the ſupreme being, as overnor of "the 


— 


world, and um: 
diſobedience, is duely maintained, and 


belief of his puniſhing juſtice properly en 
fl. ced, to We reverence and fear. 


pi, wickedneſs. and — 
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2 may * find ſooner _ a 3 


nal — and jet r Mere : over all bis 
works. But this difficulty ariſes from the 


weaktiels bf dur minds. We are apt W 
Ausgine bit the different acts 6 of pumming 
and rewarding, or of ſavihg and deftroy- 
ing, proceed from different principles A 

affections 1 the divine natüte. Wheſeas 
every” divine att equally rings Kor ; 
patpsſe of infinite wiſdbrh, in order” to 


Beans And tho in | cottinion and 0 


popular language Ress mention Ts 
made of the divine wrath © Gt. , indigndtion, 
which is imputing human paſſions arid 
kelentments to the füpreme being: yet in 


reality, as in general, no human language 
can expreſs b his attributes; 1⁰ in particular, 


all poſton is, ſtrictly Tp eaking, Pnconfiftent 
wich the -iniimutable happineſs of the di- 
vie nature and perfection of his gobern⸗ 
ment. If it be thodght unwöoörthiy of ttt 
earthly mae to, Judge with paſſion 


I” 
and aki PEPTE Ll how mucÞ 
more ſhouldit bethought: incompatible with: 
the all- perfect governor! of che univerſe? 
An human prejudices are ſo apt to 
ariſe, and intermingle themſelves, in our 
conceptions of the' ſupteme being and his 
government of the world, that we are 
continually tempted to aſcribe ſome oſ our 
own affections, or indeed infirmities, to 
| him, and to imatzine him inffuenced by 
ſuch emotions as we experience iti our owtt 
| hearts; as if the infinite and ſelflexiſtent 
| ſpirit was little better thai ſuch à frail 
compoſſtion of materials as our animal 
nature; when, in truth, the higheſt” fa- 
culties' of our rational nature in the beſt 
exerciſe of them, exhibit" an image or te- 
ſemblance of his perfection infinitely ob. 


| eure and n YO 
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Any ſoit men dv ben i welt ſo 
miſled, or ſo much influenced in their 
religious opinions by their own evil hearts, 
that they have not forbore to aſcribe to 

5 B b — =-=op 


376 1 ED e Gofel-Doftrine \ 
Gop the . work: corruptions of human 
nature i and as the Heathens debaſed their 
Gods by aſeribing to them lily; appe- 
tites, and even the luſts of intemperance; - 
ſome . Chriſtians have imputed to the all- 
perfect Deity the paſſions of e 
tyranny and cruelty,; and have. erected a 
ſcheme of. notions, in regard. to the eter- 
nal ſtate of men and the decrees of God, 
contrary. to the natural ſentiments of hu- 
manity, and to the moſt frequent and ex- 
preſs declarations of the Geſpel. They 
have repreſented the Deity. as arbitrarily 
electing particular favourites, and placing 
a partial affection upon them, and 1 
bating or neglecting the reſt of mankind; 

and have deſcribed the execution of Rove 
juſtice i in another world as conſiſting, not 
in difiroying, but preſerving for ever the 
| fouls which are condemned, in order to 
inflict upon them endleſs and extreme 
miſeries. Both which doctrines are not 
only void of all foundation in the holy 
feriptures, but are direct. y contrary to 


many 


E Future Puniſhment, 377 
many n aſſertions of our Saviour 0 


his Ae 167 1e 1 Xt 
eee 3 8 1 7 


Fon they repreſent the. whole 7 of 
a future ſtate, and the divine purpoſe of | 
raiſing mankind . to another life, as pro- 
ceeding from the goodneſs of Gop and his 
fatherly benevolence and clemency; and 
that, not to a few ſelect favourites, but to 
the world in general. For God ſo loved the 
world that be gave his only begotten Son, and 
ent him, not to condemn the world, not to 
execute a purpoſe of diſpleaſure, but to 
accompliſh a ſcheme of infinite mercy and 
eternal ſalvation. And, He is not willing i 
that any ſbould peri ſh, but that all ſhould come 
to repentance : and, is no reſpedter of per- 
ſons, but accepts all in every nati on tho fear 
him and work righteouſneſs. . He 5 is the GOD 
of the Heathens, as well as of the Fews and 
Chriſtians ; and mankind are all his offi epring. 
And be will judge the world in ri rg hreouſneſe ; 
not according to any particular ſecret de- 
crees, but according to his univerſal, re- 


vealed, 
2 


3 1er 
3 £4 4.4 #82 


a * pers and merciful decree, of 
rewards ng all men according to their works 3 
and of his infinite goodneſs will beſtow 
eternal life « on all good men; and will in 
perfect juſtice puniſh the wicked, not by 
an eternal preſervation in mifety” and 'tor- 
ment, but by « an eternal de flrutt on from the 
preſence | of the Ter, and the ei A a His 


power. _ 


19 * 1 


"Now. as this laſt is a peint E prick 
moment; as it is a juſtice due to every 
doctrine of chriſlianity to reſcue it from 
abuſe and ambiguity, and to repreſent | it 
faithfully and clearly ; and as, in this in- 
ſtance, it is taking away a formidable, 
and indeed unanſwerable, obje&ti ion in the 
mouth of an- infidel againſt chriſtianity 
itſelf ; I ſhall' proceed to ſhew, what is 
the final puniſhment threatened in the 
Goſpel to the wicked and impenitent, ad- 
hering cloſely to the terms of holy ſcripture, 
which are our only authentic ground of 

belief, 


Tad abe, = 57 
b ner, und which are, if duly attended to; 
 ſuffidiently plain and explicit: as -indeed 
it would ſeem unworthy of a divine reve= 
tation to ave bl momentous an article 
Jublous a a os Ls: 


| - With this view, let us firſt wntes' the 
i plain e and Titeral; and ſecondly, the Au- 
rative expreſſions of our Saviour and his 


Apoſtles, concerning the final puniſhment 
of . men in ene world. 


4 * as 


ib e are wp Gabe . 
plain and literal expreſſions on this ſubject ; 
for in collecting the ſenſe of holy ſcripture, 
theſe are to be attended to in the firſt 
| place and principally, and the more dubi- 
ous and figurative language is to be com- 
pared with and explained by them. 


Now there are many paſſages, in which 
the end of wicked men, or the ulti- 
mate puniſhment to which they ſhall be 
8. udged, is defined in the moſt preciſe 


I and 


2 


nnd :ntelligible + terms, to joy pat an ever 
lafting. preſervation in pain and _ torme: 
but (as it is expreſſed in the text) an ever- 
Wing rubin from that poet of Gow, 
which is equally able to deſtroy, as to 
preſerve, to annihilate,” as to create the 
1 fouls of. men. So when our Saviour is 
1 fortifying 1 the minds of his diſciples againſt | 
the power of men, by an awe of the far 
1 greater power of Gov, and the puniſh- 
wien of this juſtice; hevexpreſſes himſelf 
» _ thus: Fear not them that kill the body, and 
| after that have no more that they can do ; but 
1 will forewarn you whom you ſhall fear; ; fear 
 bim, 00 15 able to deflroy both ſoul and body 
in hell. Here he plainly propoſes the de- 
Fbrutlia of the ſoul (not its endleſs pain 
and miſery) as the ultimate effect of the 
dieine diſpleaſure, and greateſt object of 
- bur fear. And when he deſcribes the great 
judge of the world, as commanding the 
Criminals to be Brought forth and Aain in 
his preſence ; the expreſſion evidently im- 
por ts an abſolute deſtruclic on, and not an 


8 3 
"0 
bg 


end- 


Pad 


r puniſhment, but che righteous Inks 
Ve eternal; it appears evide 
that eternal puniſhment, which is ſet in op 
poſition to eternal life, is not meant any 

kind of fe however miſerable; but the | 


nt, that, by | 


ſame which' our Apoſtle expreſſes by ever- ; - - 


laſting deflru#tion from the Pr. eſente arid pow * 
of the almighty judge of life and death. 
| And the very term, 4 3 
Frequently made uſe of, to ſignify pn 
end of wicked men in another world, 
or the final effect of divine Juſtice in theit 


BY 3. - } —_— 4." * 
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puniſhment.——The wages of fin, ſays the 


Apoſtle, is death; but eternal life is the git 
of GOD, thro Jeſus Chrift our Lord. And,. 
If ye live after the fleſh,” ye ſhall die: but if. 
thro the ſpirit, ye mortify the deeds -of "the 

body, ye ſhall live.——To be carnally minded 
is death; but to be ſpiritually minded is lift. 
in when it is finiſhed, ſays St. James, 
bringeth forth death. — And our Saviou 
ſays, whoever believeth in me ſhall never dic, 
Or 


383 The, Gale, 
or. ſhall not die. for ever, but bath fer: 


1 


e n 1 aA Gal to * ak. 


inde. mm a flate 7 death, e ide ws: 
"We ſhould, now v proceed, to e the 
more figurative. language of ſeripture on 
this ſubject. But it is Proper, to obſerve 
in paſſing, that to imagine, that by tbe 
term, death, is meant an eternal Ae tho 
in a condition of extreme miſery, ſeems to 
be confounding all propricty and nearing | 
of words. Death, Ihen applied to the 
end of wicked men in a uu ae pro- 
perly denotes their ceging to exiſt, or a to- 
tal Extinction of liſe and being. And it may 
<conttibute to fix this meaning, if we ob- 
ir ve alſo, that the bodil) diſſolution which 
all men uhdergo in this wordd is uſually 
termed by our Saviour and his _—_— 
not death, but ec: becauſe from this 
death the ſoul thall be raiſed to life again: 
hut from the ocher, that which is fully and 


10 Proper- 


properly 470, apd.g "which. the, former 


ja of 


is but an image or had OW. there is no 
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| NE mid el "the wh hoſe argument” Teſt 
on the [= Already quoted, and others 
of the like kind; * which are as. preciſe and 
. determinate, ! in, _ expreſſing an, utter eK 
tinction of. being, * As ary, words in fami- 


Har uſe of, the language in Which the K. 
roll, wi ote could expres, It... £3 - 
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Bur da we ML, to he "figures by 
40 the eternal puniſhment of wicked 
men is deſcribed, we ſhall find them per- 
bectly agreeing to eſtabliſh the ſame doc- 
trine.— One ure or co mpariſon_ often 
uſed, Ws that, of combuſtible materials 
thrown inte a ire, and which will conſe- 
5 quently be entirely conſumed, if che fire 
be not quenched, Depart from me, ye curſed, 
into everlaſti ng fre pere Wed the devil and 

5 * 


. ee e we 

irrevocable ae ſtruction. For as he tre 

that bringeth 1 not ' forth good Fruit is brunt 2 

| and ct into "Yhe fire, and 18 ther le- 
ſtroyed; as the uſeleſs ch, when SY 

rated from the good grain, is ſet on fire, 

E and if the fire be not quenched is conſu- 

med; ſo it appears Plainly,. that the 

image of fre unquenchable or ' everlaſting, | is 

not intended to ſignify) the degree or du- 

ration of torment, but the abſol ute certain 

ty of deftruttion beyond all poſſibility of a 

recovery. 80 the cities of Sodom and G5. 


morrha are faid to have f uffered the Venge-= 
ance of an eternal fre: : that i is, they were ſo 
effectually conſumed and deſtroyed, that 
they could never be rebuilt: the expreſſion 
of eternal fire fi gnifyi ing : the irrecoverable | 
" deferuttion_ of. thoſe ty "not the degree N 
or duration of miſery of the inhabitants : 
_ who periſhed. Again, our Saviour avs, 
Ka 15 better "for thee fo enter. Into life 2 do or 
mai imed, rather than to be caſt” into Bell, *obere 


"the worm dieth not and the fire is is not quenched, 
The 


png wry all” 


be to ſuffer at laſt the t | 
| _ loſs of Life and Being. For thoſe ne 
7 cp worm that dieth not, and rhe | 
5 . life, 2 
denote, not an du Ir of . 
- ry, but an ab OT ferio od of. life and ex 


A for the worm, It it continũ le tnjes ro 
live, deſtroys the 
and the fire, if it is not Ke con- 
ſumes the fuel that is caſt into it. The 
Prophet Tſaiah uſes the. ame figures. to 


„ 


borrence of all fleſh: that is, they hall be 
. den 


6 


* 
3 


> utterly deſtroyed throes halls lelt | 
to bury: the Alain, but the carcaſes ſhall be 
af ectacle of abhorrence on the feld of 5 
battle. 80 when the ſame Prophet ſays, 
all, dwell. with the devouring 
” 119 Us ſhall. dwell i in | everlaſting 

r —He expreſſes. the great, irre- 
trievable calamities and deſtruction, which 
he foreſaw would come upon the People 
of Judea; without any feference to ano- 
ther world, as we may plainly ſee by. the 
context of the whole chapter. — — In hi ike 
manner the Author of the book of reys· 
lations deſcribes, in the, poetic figures of 
propheſy; 5 the miſery and deſtruction 
which ſhall be inflicted in this world, upon 
the Abetters of the Antichriſtian Apoſt cy 
4 third Angel followed them, ſaying with. 4 
Joud voice, if. any man worſhip the. beaft . and 
His image, and. receive bis. mark. on his gere- 
Head or in bis band, the ſame ſhall drink ef. the 
vine of the wrath of GOD, which is poured 
vous 10ithous mixture into the cup of 


' - 


Fo | | utterly 1 burnt with fre: 


F- 5 gay, wenn: om . FE; he ſhall yg 
0 Aung i 15 the. 4 Lor 2 
60D who judgeth ber. And the Kings of 
the earth, who have committed fornication 2 
 Boed deliciouſly with her, ſhall bewail her and 
amen for ber, aßen they ſhall ſee the "ag 
of her burning. And Ch: tix. 3. And her 
ſmoke roſe'up for ever and ever, And Again 
at the 20th verſe: And the beaft' was taken, 
and with them the. falſe prophet that wrought 
miracles before bim, with which he deceived 
them that. had received the mark of the beg, 
and them that worſhipped his image: theſe. . 
. both were caſt alive into a lake of fire burning 0 
Pt with brimflone : aud the remnant were ſlain. 
With the ford of him that ſate upon the horſe, 
iich word proceeded out of his mouth; and 
all the fowls were filled with their fleſh, From 
dy 8 theſe paſſages it will evidently 
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and re 


wholly rel: 


yo 


manner as all the precec 


of the 7rumpers, and the pouring out of 
the vials. In the followin -4 chapter the 


author extends his view to'a future ſtate, 
reſents the final puniſhment und de- 5 
Atuction of wicked men by the ie erpreſ⸗ 15 


ſions and figures, by which he hath 
deſcribed the moſt terrible judg £ 
divine providence in this world. 


the dead ſmall and great fland lege GOD, | 
and the books are opened: and another book 


was opened which is the book of life; and the 


dead were judged out of thoſe things ' which 
were written in the books according Yo their 


Work. And the ſea gave up the dead which 


were in it; and Death and Hell delivered up 
the dead which were in them : and they were 
| Judged every man according to their ' works. 
And Death and Hell were caſt into the lake of 
: this is the ſecond death. And whoſoever 

C c.3 Was 


ate 18 e p calamities aid tem- 
| poral puniſhments in this World: in like 
ng poetical figures 
at the opening of the ſeals, the ſounding 5 


ments of 0 
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. was not Wr written in FRA of \ life, was 
| caft into the lake of fre. It is evident here, 
8 beyond contradiction, that, being caſt into 

the lake, of fire, . means the ſame with, the 
ſecond. death z. and chat it cannot poſſibly 
mean, a living i in torment ; for Dearb, and 
5 Hades (which ſhould have been tranſlated; 
ö the grave) cannot be tormented but they 
may ceaſe to be, which is unqueſtionably 
the true meaning : and the expreſſion here, 
of death and the grave being caſt into the lake 
of fre, 18 preciſely equivalent to that of the 
Apoſtle, the laſt enemy which ſhall be defirey- 
ed is death; or to that of the Prophet, O 
death. Twill be thy plague, O grave I will be 
thy deſtruftion. The Scripture-figure theres 
fore, of being caſt into an everlaſting or un- 
| quenchable Fire, means a total tern 
or annihilation, a r of anne 
* ever Teafing fo yt | 
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Our A 8 Nee of the. rich- man 
and Lazarus (beſides its ultimate view) 
contains a moſt lively and affecting de- 
OT 


tion of thi ode change and 

reverſe of the condition of men in another 
who where the diſeaſed and famiſhed 

beggar is tranſlated to a ſtate of eaſe and 
: happineſs; and the voluptuous, avaritious, | 
and inhuman: rich-man is repreſented as 
WONG at death into a ſtate of miſery and 
torments. But in regard to the ſubject we 
are upon, the concluſion we ought to draw 
| aſians this repreſentation is, not that thoſe 
torments ſhall never end, but that the ſen- 
tence of eternal death ſhall be executed 
wich more or leſs miſery and torment 
ceding or attending the final ara in 
proportion to the greater or leſs guilt of 
the criminal: in like manner as in this 
world, condemned criminals are put to 
death, with different degrees of preceding 


pain and horror, proportionate to the ſeve- 
ral crimes for which they were condemned. 
This doctrine our Saviour teaches in the 

0 phlaineſt and fulleſt manner. The rich 
man was void of religion and humanity, 
ee „ and 
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| 5 el ade ing * relief. In NN moat : 
miſery from the hand of I 


asgarus. But in 
regard to the duration of his miſery, the 


text is wholly ſilent. In other paſſages our 


Saviour ex preſly aſſigns different degrees of 
future miſery, in proportion to mens re- 
ſpective degrees of guilt... The ſervant, ſays. 
he, who knew his maſter s will and didit not, 
\ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes ; but be that 
knew, it not and did commit things avorthy of 
 eferipes, ſhall be beaten with few firipes. But 
if all wicked men ſhall ſuffer torments 
without end, how can any of them be-:ſaid 
to ſuffer but a e ſtripes? Could our Sa- 
viour ſtile infinite ſufferings by the ſoft 
name of a few firipes? It is probable he 
here alludes to the uſual methods amongſt 
the Jeus of executing malefactors, who 
were firſt courged with rods and then put to 
death; and the enn was more or leſs 
ſevere 


of the crime: and therefore our Lord 
points out the different degrees of pu 
ment which ſhall precec 
cution of etern 


the Engliſh reader, by his not being ac- 


quainted with the judicial proceedings cuſ- 
tomary amongſt the Jews, and with the 
proper ſenſe and force of the terms here 


made uſe of in reference to thoſe proceed- 


ings, and by the miſtake of our tranſſa- 
tors in rendering the word Gehenna, Hell. 
fire : whereas it is, the valley of Hinnom, 
that is, a place without the walls of 'Fe- | 


ruſalem, where the carcaſes of the criminals 
deprived of burial were thrown and their 
| bones 


* * 


8 


ſievere and terrible, according to the degree 


eor attend the exe 0 
death. In like manner, | 
Matt. v. 22. He deſcribes, under the names 
and images of preſent temporal puniſnment, 
the degrees of future puniſhment propor- 
tionate to the degrees of guilt there ſpe- 
Cifſied. The Judgment denotes the loweſt 
degree, the council a higher, Gebenna the 
higheſt. The paſſage is rendred obſcure to 


394 


. bones burnt, or where ane particular cri- 

mainals were burnt alive; both which kinds 
Jeu as moſt * ana dreadful, and a8 
ſuch, were inflicted for the worſt of crimes 
hence the word Gehenna is uſed by a Me- 
taphor to ſignify the greateſt and laſt pu- 
niſhment in another world. T heſe and 


other paſſages clearly expreſs, what we may 


moſt rationally believe, that the ſufferings 
and pains preceding death eternal ſhall be 
different, in like manner as thoſe preceding 
temporal death, and ſhall be adequate to 
the reſpective degrees of guilt, in thoſe 
who are condemned at the final judgment: 
and how great thoſe ſufferings may be, either 
in degree or duration, we cannot poſſibly 
determine. But we may juſtly conclude, 
if the providence of Gop permits good men 
to endure ſometimes much miſery, or to be 
put to a cruel death, in this world; how 
much more dreadful will the end of wicked 
men be in another world, eſpecially of thoſe 


cruel 15 
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e bester Who Have bo inhutnanly 


good men in 7b. They ſhall be 
view into the furnate of fre; 3 there ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. N othing 

can be more juſt, than that the meaſure 5 
puniſhment,” aſfigned to every criminal, 
ſhould be in proportion to the meaſure of 
guilt which he hath contracted; which 
the doctrine of the Goſpel, as before re- 

preſented, admits and affirms: whereas all 
degrees and diſtinctions of puniſhment 
ſeem ſwallowed up in the notion of never- 
— or infinite . 75 5 
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Asp let it be are, He death ki 
ritual. and eternal, or annihilation, is Pro- 

perly ſtiled in the New Teſtament an ever. 
laſting puniſhment, as it is irrevocable and 
unalterable for ever, and it is moſt ſtrictly 
and literally expreſſed in the text, An ever- 
laſting deſtruftion from the preſence of the 
Lord and from the Glory of bis Power. 


Ir 


os any Chriſtians ! imagine, that the fores — 
going explication of this doctrine maỹ 
take off ſome kind of reſtraint from the 
minds of wicked men, or give them any 


encouragement to harden themſelves in their 
wickedneſs; let ſuch Chriſtians uur 


examine and conſider, whether it is not 


the doctrine of our Saviour; and if it be, 
whether He may not be ſafely truſted as to 
the conſequences of his own doctrines; 
whether it is not blaſpheming him, to aſſert 


that any of bis doctrines ſerves to encou- 


rage wickedneſs; and whether it be not 
abſurd in itſelf and a manifeſt contradic- 
tion, to ſuppoſe, that declaring the rigbte- 
ous judgment of GOD againſt wicked men, 
as determined to puniſh them with pro- 
portionate miſery and an everlaſting deſtruc- 


tion, 1s giving countenance to their wicked 
e 


Ir 18 not credible, that any man 1 ever ” 
did, or ever can harden himſelf 1 in wicked 
neſs 


Rs s £#'% : 
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I 6 ation * ie 

1 ment in another world will ter- 
minate in his utter de uction. It is not 
be that any man can act in defiance? 
to the Juſtice of Gop and the terrors of 
Kill: and tern al "damnation from * 


— and ee of e at, 
eee, human nature is not capable 
of ſo deſperate and diabolical a reſolution: 
and we only betray: the meanneſs and folly: 
a e and in having a worſe opiniin' 
of mankind than the Os of men "m 
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"Fink » Guſtel-DoBtrine of a N cherlatiing, 
deſtruction is much more adapted to bring 
ſinners to repentance than the doctrine of 
endleſs miſery and torment: becauſe they 
may be convinced of the reaſon and juſtice 
* the former; but never can be ſo, of the 
#1 latter. 


| Mo) pA pres ee 
they ſhall ſuffer for their fins, but alſo that 
they Hall ſuffer iaſtiy, and no more than 
gui . deſerves. It is indeed highly 1 
e that men ſhould hz nave a profound 
reyerence of the Supreme Bring; and a 
fearful apprehenſion of the puniſhment” 
due to. wickedneſß: but it is equally re- | 
quiſite, that this fear be built upon a rea- 
ſonable foundation, and a perſuaſion: of 
the juſtice of that puniſhment: it ought to 
be the fear of a moſt righteous and merci- 
ful Governor, who puniſhes in due-mea- 
ſure, and to anſwer a wife and. beneſicent 
purpoſe ; not of an unjuſt and mercileſs 
tyrant, © who puniſhes without meaſure 
or end to ſatisfy an implacable and eternal 
reſentment.” The former is a motive 
proper to bring ſinners to repentance, by 
convincing them, that if they perſiſt in 
their wickedneſs, it will become right and 
fit in the great Governor of the world, and 
„5 5 | ; re- 
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requiſite, to the ends of 0 een ay : 
puniſh and deſtroy them for eyer, in order 
to put an end to their wickedneſs; and for 
an example to others. But the doctrine of 
an eternal preſervation , in the moſt dread- 5 
ful torments f is not proper to bring men to 5 
repentance, or to promote virtue in the 

world. On the contrary, this antichriſtian ? 


wickedneſs, and of the worſt kind, and 
* ſerved | alſo toharden men in "EPL, 


*** more v we re ſtudy kumap nature, and 
Was i Ren what influence different princi- 
ples have upon the temper and conduct of 
mankind, and are acquainted with the re- 
| ligious hiſtory of the chriſtian world; the 
more we thall be convinced, of this. When 
men have been guilty of enormous crimes, 
or abandoned themſelves to ſome vitious 
courſes, but at length begin to think of 
another world, and what their own con- 
en will be after death; ; then, to be per- 
th W | 


- 8 5 Y 
* 
: 5 7 
I Sa ' ; 
. 1 s 9 28 4 bi 3 1 4 
4 9 - > >: > S => * < 7 n 
ſuaded of the rigbreous 


And that he wilt puniſh Jnpenit 


ns more "than their 


in a terrible and exemplary fy 


t than the ends of government a Aid the 
Doſes of wiſdom and goodneſs require; = 
: _ this perſuaſion | will lead them to a true re- 
pentance, as it implies a conviction of the 
| miſchievous. heinous and criminal nature 
| of their own actions, and tends to inſpire i 
them with an abhorrence and dread, not 
of GOD, but of their o·ο wickedneſs and 
ill deſerts, and with: a veneration and eſteem | 
of the Almighty Governor of the world 
for his very juſtice, tho' it condemns them ; ; 
| becauſe they believe that his intention in 


puniſhing is to prevent the progreſs of 
wickedneſs, and put an end to miſery; not 


55 to make wickedneſs and miſery immortal. 


'This fear of God is conſiſtent with the love 
of him, and with the higheſt confidence i in 
his paternal” goodneſs and faving mercy : | 
hence. they naturally reflect upon their own 

diſin- 
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e m tranſcraſ 
will of th e v wiſeſt and beſt | of Go- 


JL 


'vernors. . And ls temper is 18 the true ſpiri 
gf repentance 5 5 8 1 a1 nd the hrs 


ingenpity and 1 
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. nat Gop will puniſh beyond all bounds of 
juſtice, and. will pref erve. condemned ſin 
ners alive for ever, in order to wreak u pon 
| them an in atiable eternal. oy ok and 

110, 5 is his deſign not to extirpate and dex 
. butt to Peder ve; and 1 57 aickeds . 


* 


neſs fs and miſery.in the creation z this opinion, | 1 
the more ſcriouſly they attend to it and 


believe It, the more it will prevent. true re- : 
IFAnes: en. only ſerve to confoun —_ 
mine bſorb and deſtroy, the 
principles 55 true religion, and parti - 
ly to exclude. from. the heart all love 

and all conf ente in his juſtice ang 
For let men pretend What 
Vol. * a 


” 2 . — 5 
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His 


| 4 | Te pa. ne 


will, "they © cannot eſteem, Jove, and confide : 


in a tyrant, . or a being whoſe will and 1 


pleaſure 1 is to make 0 rckedneſs and miſery end» 


leſs. They may be Hypocrites thro" fear, 


and profeſs love with their mouths ; but 


ſecretly and in their hearts they will have 


an averſion to him: they will hate GOD 


more than themſelves, and abhor þis go- 


gernment more than their on fins and ill | 


5 deſerts. At beſt, this opinion 


4 


l only 


produce a faviſh dread and terror which 
may compel men to worſhip Gov: againſt 


their inclin ation, and praiſe him with their 


lips, while heir hearts are not only eſtranged 
N * but ey averſe to him, 58 


Ir is indeed really allowed; ik this 
opinion may have driven ſome men to uſe 


certain means, by which to avoid that re- 


lentleſs and inſatiable Vengeance, | which 
they impiouſſy aſcribed” to Gov. But by 
" what means? Not by repentance and the 


F 'of ſobriety, 8 and d charity; ; 


but 


© and all the low tricks of Leer im; 3 ch 
correſpond to the baſe and unwort iy notlons | 
| they had formed to themſelves of "tHE Su- 
preme Being: Or elſe; where it made a 
more deep and violent impreſſion, it hatn 
driven men to a gloomy bitterneſs of femper, 
and inſpired them with a dark arid fierce 
enthufiaſm ; and they have fought to com- 
penſate for their vices, to appeaſe the deity, 
and recommend themſelves to his favour, 
by a furious bigotted zeal for a Particular 
church or party, and by hating and per- 
ſecuting others, whom! they vainly and 
preſumptuouſly ſtiled e enemies of Sor we. 
| rel 1 157 | 


Socw: haves been. the OY and aki © 
conſequences of this Aurichriſtian dòctrine. 
For according to men's ſentiments of Go 
and of the deſigns and meaſures of his g. 
vernment, ſueh hath been the influence of 

| Dd 2 ro 


framed N own. ln 0 ut ee to that 
4 falſe and evil character; which they were 
taught to aſcribe to Go. And when they 
have believed the deity to love and hat 
elles and reprobate nations, parties, or in- 
dividuals, without reaſpn or regard to the 
ends of good government, and to purſue 
thoſe, whom he hath thus reprobated, with 
an endleſs and inſatiable reſentment; they 
themſelves have become more arbitrary, 
bigotted, fierce, unmerciful, and more 
addicted to hate and perſecute their fellow- 
creatures, all who were not of thair own 
church, and whom they ſuppoſed to be 
reprobated of Gop,——lt is hardly credi- 
ble, that inbumamity and crueltiy would 
ever have been carried to ſuch exceſs in the 
chriſtian world, as they actually have been, 
had they not derived countenance and ſup- 
port from theſe Antichriſtian and barbarous 
7 > is no- 


7 


babe appliot ru Wels ee 
eonſeiences, and, amen N e 
whets they here, made the very TY 1 
6f their power in: perſecuting N od. Wes 5 
at leaſt men who deſerve no'ſheh-puniſh« = 
ment, they haue perſuaded themſelves and 
others, that they were acting like the Deity, | 
ſpotifing 555 cauſe, arid een bis | 
chafatter and bis glory.” 1 5 bg 
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_ 2 ihe court: of 3ngiu nh: as eſtabliſhed 
| * ny countries, and as far as it differs 
from civil-courts of judicature, is declared 
by the authors and maintainers of it to de © 
the neareſt imitation of the divine ttibunal ; ; 

and it is avowedly founded upon and juſti- 
fied by the doctrines of reprobation and of 
ere ments. Jews, Infidels, and He- 

retics are vides in that cotirt to be crimi- 
nalen and are condemned. And how do 


43 they 


poſing them to be all js 5 96 * © 
hotrgd; of Gop ? And they execute them, 
not by a quick diſpatch, but by the moſt 
lingering |torments. -- And what da they 
plead for. this cryplty ; but that it is an 

_ att of Faith, that t y are doing the work 
of COD, and chat he will expoſe thoſe 
wretches to the like torments for ever ? — 
Thus they conquer nature by Faith, as they 
expreſs. it: that is, the extinguiſh all 
ſenſe of juſtice and n of mercy in 
; their own nature, and harden themſelves 
in iniquity and barbarity, by the belief of 
| theſe very doftrines we are expoſing: and 
by them they defend themſelves in the 
face of the world, and give a colour and 
ſanction of religion to the moſt enormous 
Wickerineſs, : 


Tur en v way to n beh. jus . 
tice, humanity, and every virtue in the 
world, 18 by. repreſentin g truly and recom 


mending 
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of Lene | 
i ſtrongly the characters of the 


| Deity and his gover nment, as contained | in 


the real doctrines of our Savinur' and his 
5 Apoſtles : : that he 1 Is the moſt juſt and mere 


ciful Father and 'govertior of all mankind ; 
he will by no means clear tlie guilty, or 


1 5 ſuffer the impenitent wor kers of iniquity ; 
to eſcape, and will aſſurediy punis them 
with an everlaſting deſtruftion from his own 


preſence : and by is own glorious power; 
but who 1 in all the meaſures of his govern- 
55 ment intends the beſt ends, and to promote 


the good: of the whole; to deſtray for ever, 


not to preſerve for. ever, the ſouls. of the 


, wicked ; to make virtue and happineſs,” not 


wic kedneſi and miſery, everlaſting This 
belief of religion will have a moſt happy 
effect, in reclaiming men from vice and 
exciting them to virtue, and is every way 


Proper to en gage our reverence of Go 


and our charity to all men, and to make 
us love the Lord our GOD, and ſtrve him 
with all our heart, and ſoul, and mind, and 
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is the Work and deſign of, the Dear. 4. ; 
5 the eme deſign to the all-per 
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the grenol inpiety. And to imagine that 6 


„ 1 ˖ 


ſuch a doctrine can do any good in the 
world, is great weakneſi and folly. Some 
men are amazingly forward, even while 1 
they pralle Go with their mouths, to har. 
bour an "opinion. of him 1 in their, hearts, 5 
and ſuſpect him of having unjuſt or eruel 


deſigns. The timidity and melancholy. of 


ſome, and the artifice | and tyranny of 
others, lay the ground- work of ſuch dia- 
 bolical, deluſions, But Chriſtians ſhould 
knoy better; and if they have been 7aught 
otherwiſe, if they are yet ignorant of the 
f truth. .as it is in Fe 2 and have not the 


bnow- 


ee „ N W N 


the World, waintains the f Pager n 
ey of his 1. and "mercy, arid on N 


tin” t prevent, deſtroy, rot 2 Ay 
: rirpate wickedneſs and milery, to pirys'af 75 ; 


creation froth” every | 
aalen er as our Savic 
all things. that fe 


* . 


where they ſhall be utterly conſumed and 


never more exiſt. Jobn the forerunner of 


Cbriſt, deſcribes him by the ſublime cha- 
rafter and office of being the miniſter of 
divine juſtice and mercy to mankind, whoſe 
Jan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly 
purge his floor, and gather the wheat into bis 


, garner, 


ar ces 
fend and them which d i., 
 quity, and ceſt them into # furnace" of fires 
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nge to an utter end. 


He 

. 6 2 8 A OK ep! af This! New 
K e 8 3 — e to the doctrine as, 
before explained : and it remains that 1 we 
attend. to the Goſpel-admonitions, 10 chuſe 1 
the Way of Ii ife, that our ſouls may. live, and to 
avoid the fatal parlu that lead to eternal 
A deferution. The gate of the former is 
ſtrait andthe way narrow, and it is requiſite 
to ſtrive to gain that important paſs. But 
if it was the deareſt poſſeſſion in the world, 

if it was a right band or eye, that! 18 an ob- 
ſtacle preventing our entrance into life 
eternal ; it 18 better to part with it and caſt 
it from zs, than with: it to periſh for ever, 
For what is a man profited, F he could gain 

zie whole world, and loft his own ſoul, his own 
OY ife and being for ever? Or what can poſ- 
fibly 


fore us. 


death hte and eternal w 
ee is thts: 


voiding chan nomentous che 
is ſome. difficulty in | deter mining aright; 
and more, in adhering to that — 
tion. But the firſt thing requiſite is to 
convince gurſelves thoroughly of the vaſt 
importance of our preſent conduct, and 
to have our minds awake and eyes open to 
look before us, and attend to the ſinal con- 
ſequences of things. As it is not eaſy fr 
children to be perſuaded, or bring them- 
ſelves to apprehend, what is requiſite or 
pernicious to their future health and life 


in this world; ſo men are not eaſily aware 


of the eternal conſequences of their pre- 
ſent actions. There are ſo many things to 
bribe their judgment, or divert their atten- 
| tion, or benumb their hearts, or alter 


as — nies a barks! a an 
7 2 Are there few that b ſave [= 


ht nem to which n6'anſwer ought to 


i" belt abe at Woſe deſchip- 


Hons of the qualifications requiſite to fal- 
© ation, Wich are to be found fo frequent, 
10 clear, and ſo cogent, in the writings of 
ee Gbſpel, That we would fee from abe wrath 
cb ne, and ket the goodneſs and patience of 
Leu ts #6 repentance ; and not, after 5 
1e arc and impenitence of our beatts, 
tyeuſure a for ougſelves wrath ggainſt the day. 
"of wrath and revelation of the righteous Judg- 
nent of GOD; but on the contrary, by 4 
" patient” continuance itt well-doing, ſeek for 


© hottour and immortality, that we may gain 
eternal life ; and that we do not thro' cor- 
127 — miſtake the way of ſalva- 


tion, 


= 1714! — 5 5 — Genn that we OT 
ceive ourſelres with a vain ſhow,andempt 
for 60 4s not + och 


| y = that feuer 70 the Held, ſpall of. 

reap corruption, but be that Seth hee | 
ſpirit, ſhall: of the ſhirit reap. an incarruptible 
and immortal life... Do ye uot know, ſays the 
b Apoſtle, that the unrigbreaus ſhall net. inhers 
the kingdom of GOD ? Be not deceiued | eh 
ther fornicators, nor idolaters, nar nor 40 Herers, | 
nor effeminate, nr abuſers of themſelves _ 

| mankind, nor thieves, nor cavetants, nor dun- 
Lardi, nor _revilers, nor extortioners, » 1 | Hadi 
inberit the kingdom f GOD.» 


Saviour hath. molt plainly and authentical- 


1 ſpecified, the terms of our acceptance ® . 


with Gop, and the duties requiſite to ſal- 
vation: and ohoſoever. beareth bis fing, 
and doth them builds his hope of - eternal lie 
on an immoveable foundation: but Hear- 


w nt more properiy, poets ing OY 
eve wry to have Faith ſeparate from works 
of obedience, is only heaping. bp t to dur 
ſelves the greater confuſion and ruin. And 
the grand event, the ſublime myſtery of a 
world to come, and of eternal life and deatli, 
is revealed in the Goſpel, with ſuck perſpl- 
cuity of doctrine and force of application, 
as cannot fail to impreſs an attentive mind, 
and have a powerful effect. The favour 
or diſpleaſure of the Almighty Governor 
of the univerſe; glory and immortality, or 
"miſery and deſtruction; everlaſting life, or 
"teath eternal; are ſolemnly propounded to 
the belief, choice, and purſuit of mari- 
Feind: and the way to avoid the one and 
obtain the other _ Ad 


er us aided y attend to theſe thin gs, 
8 alone of infinite moment to us, 
and not let them ſlip out of our minds, 
"68 or 


of Future Puniſtment, 415 
or be choaked with the cares of this world 
and the decertfulneſs of riches; that we may  }% 
_ eſcape the condemnation of the wicked, 9 
even everlaſting defiruttion from the preſence 1 
of the Lord, and may inherit that ere 
life, which is the gift of GOD (and which 
may Gop of his infigite mercy grant'© to OO” 
Faro E mo Ow” our at 
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Exc. Tuſe. Qu, Lib. l. 


M. Hec fortaſſm metu; 55 1 ee mortem cenſes eſſe ſempi- 
ternum malum. A. Adeone me dalirare cenjes, wt it tals credam ? 
M. An th hec non creis? A. Minime werd. e bercale 
 warras. A. Cur, queſo? M. Dia difertus fe pſt, ff con- 
tra ifta dicerem. A. Quis enim non in ejuſmodi cau/a? aut quid 
"17: 4, hec poetarum & pictorum portenta convintere © M. At- 
13 — lört Philoſopborum contra ifta ipſa differentium. 
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of Aunibi 5 or, that' the Souls 
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Jpireþ':byy a owt Examinatiin and friendly 
Cantroverſy,-th inveſtigate Trutli fad thont- 
Jelvesa6d others, lin al Subject concerning 
wih they totally⸗diſpen o am forrycto 
ſay) ſomething: new and uncommon. But 
. — uthor: 0: aan. to this Hebbews = 
_ -exhorts\themJ3o; cone another (as 
bur Trahflators have rendered it) 0 Laue 
and guανανν , ſo I do not doubt, i but 
You, as well as everyrother Reader of this 
Pamphlet, wü approve my Conduct, in 
meg you? imcis poblioMad- 
mer, 0 a friendly Diſcuſſion of for 
ant a Sabjest, as this befote fun. 2uodr 


be Imp ortaines of it will T/appr pre 5 
readily ae e . thole 
have a real Concern for” the 


Chriſtian Religio At leaſt, . 
10 1 5 Cone ence to ime, 
thould'be proved, that the fin 


chteatened to Vie . Mk 25 tbe 155 
Teſtament, is not 4 total Deſtructicn: but 
| an endtefs Preſervation iu a State of Mike 
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ſiderable Underſtanding] iwho= would be 
 firovigly diſpoſsd te teſect the Ne Teſta 
Juen 28 2a Divine Revelation;/if they avere 
convinced that it contains Huelva Doctrine? 


uf nommonnt bns Wort Ami (ot - 
Fot, thit any! Dervine chould be true, 
and have the teal Stamp of (Divine Authori- 
A, which aſeribbs to the ſupremiGoternor 0 
70 the; Unixerſe, a Condu UNVWC ay. 1 
any Prince, or Gdvernor :o  Eliech, : -and;re- 
__ -pugtant/:40 our beſt. Conctptians: of the 
Meaſures and Ends: of good ernment; 
cannot 9 4 inne b 
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1 UP Tinti of Hoi is e 
to. all good Government: To extend them 
bey ond the Limits of Reaſon, or of Law, 
hich is the public Reaſon, i is one Cha- 
TaQeriſtic of ., Tyranny, , Where Punil 
nts are. extended, or increaſed, ſo far FO 
i p ublic. Safety. and Welfare require, and 
fa wt 1. e. Where, they are always 
Bae and directed by a View'to the Hap- 


pineſs 
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Sent ot — — Arendt) — 
in Degree, or Duration beyondiwhat is re- 2 
gaiſite to that End; there is "Tyr 
Where .[they:{zare, unlimited, or anfinites 
there is the greateſt Tyranny : Tor to 
Fpuniſh 4 0 criminal in, n exceſſive. De- 
gree, and b Fond hat, the Ends of good 
MANS by hy ig as real Injuſtice and 
ruelty, as to inſſict a 19 5 Degree of Puniſſi- 
ment upon an innoce For in boch 
Caſes, it is squallzy 22 Miſery, mot to 
anſwer an, NECE Or. .uſefol End, but 
| 2 ley mere pin 55 . — | 


3 Pike r 18 delt 1 20 110 worſt 
1 1 ;\ "than "that the former 
is adminiſtered with a View, to pre quce and 
maintain the grestelt Virtus anc  Happin 2 
and to prevent, or extinguiſh, äs much as | 
| 3 Wickedneſs and Miſery; and the 
latter with a View to prolong and encreaſe 
Wickedneſs and Miſery; Now, Whether 
the endleſs Preſervation of wicked Spirits, in = 
order to inflict upon them 'nfinite Miſeries, 
be more conſiſtent with the former, or "the 
latter Kind af Government; is not difficult: 
ts be determined. Their Wickedneſs, or 
their Iris * be a Reaſon in the M ind 


of 


4 E a 3 : W PP, 
4 n AC 1 a. 3X. 6 N bt: W Te 5 5 8 ah, TH 9 yp Fe „ 9 
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rent; and Our Ideas of what is fitteſt” and 
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Tor we Kk w, infinite Puniſh. 
ann; and the 4 % Exiſtenee of fone Ber 
ſudferviene Se Ang inten il rehenfible' Will 


Hil Providence, to » pros ob 
Happineſs of f; the Univerſe ; is only 
55 05 a e Poſſibility:: againſt | 
of greateſt N ee ey; and fendeavouring. 
Ae e of human Ignorance, to ſcreen 

octrine e e N. 10 1 the 
Charter of il eee > Wag 


, 121 hy = 5 25 442 
2 19 3 (73 aol 110 . F; iNN 15) #4; 


1 


Iv. ham comer, e und 
ling gering Puniſhments are a certain Mark 
of. _Barbgriry, and a Criterion by which to 
nguiſh a Tyrant from a' juſt and good 
94 In its beſt conſtituted Obvetrn- 
ments, Puniſhments are the mildeſt, in the 
worſt, the ſcvereſt. For a perfect * 
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to Human Society) 


WhO 


is bars, wel by Fear ; but a zul and 


at, by better Priticiples and 
And whether, the Jet, or the 


A perfect Governs: 
Tſe vo one will heſitate in deciding. 
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And it is hardly 


s on Earth, are moſt ke 
greateſt Tyrant, 


is the ul 


proceed to the er. 
is an Augmentation, for a 
Space of Time, of the Horrots and 
rece ing, br attending the Execu- Þ 
to be conceived, ; 


that any Prince, though abſol ute in Power, 
tyrannical- in Bifpofition, and "both injured. 
and incenſed to the higheſt Degree, would 

not, in length of Time, think Juſtice ſatiſ- ? 
fied; if not feel his own Reſentment ſatiated, 
by the extreme and laſting Miſeries of the 


Criminal: And the Idea of makin 


theſe 


Miſer ies everlaſting, was this in his Power, 
would be found too abhorrent to Reaſon 
and Humanity, to be long e in a 


er Breaſt. 
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How 


tou 


bi He! 4 en we h of impating a 
| Procedure, exceeding the Severity of dhe 
greateſt Tyrant, and of the worſt of Ge- 
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vernments on Earth, to t that Being, w 
we ſtile the beſt; whoſe: tender Mercies are 
over a hit Morke; hom we ought to 
Lave with all our Hearts, and to: comem! 
plate with the greateſt Delight; and in whoſe 
W 0 e Why gught wo! 5 | 
entire Confidence o we tlile him 
oſt, 2 77 5 addreſs. him 48 Tas 
08 QF. 0 e F | 
Hei ay, N wicked and d bedient 
Son; 15 ay wit bdraw. his Fayour. from 
im, Eva diſinherit him, may inflict Stripes, 
0 other Penalties .upan bim; nay, acting 
apiſtrate and Judge, may put him to 
Death * what ſhoul, 50. think of that 
Father, ho acting in the Capacity of a 
Judge over his offending Offspring, would 
not be ſatisfied (be their Crimes | ever ſo 
great) either with * total Deſtruction, 
or their ſuffering for any limited Duration, or 
the Addition of the former to the latter; but 
who would rather judge them to live for ever; 
than to periſb for ever in Fire ungquenchable 2 
ow could ſuch a Judgment conſiſt either 
with 85 wy” af Government, or the 
Clemency 


it to iplirent e Alm | bity 
H the 1 Nas 6g moſh. Fuſt atifl e Mer- 
ci; if at — Tit 
him a Conduct, not only ien Wit 
the Paternal Character, but irreconcileable 
e e ee Juſßice us & e 
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- Noting hone” can. . more 1 
dee, 1 —— are appointed to be Miniſters of 
Religion, and 9 of its — and 
Purity, , than to vindical God's Governmen 
ſublime and Hered. Character, \mbigh. we 
ſhou'd always contemplate, with the h 
Veneration and A 


worthy Notions, which WF os apt Ky 6 


termix with their Beliet n a Deity; and 
e ecially, from 0 0 alumnies, by 
12 is rcd 0 50 Dereer, in 

the eſt I nſtead of 


being, ie moſt, juſt,.:benefice 

dernen. For 55 Tofluence wbich 

Regen e upon the Diſpc fitions and Mo- 

f of. Mankind, 1 be uſefal, dr hurtful, 
proportion as . their , Septiments, of the 

Dine ende and Government are Good, 

or Wait, "The. worſt 20 of Superſtition 


juſt, or partia al G | nion of the Deity was <4 


97 the. Be cf ou; path: "Exiſlence,. or. Al- 
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— is that Spring of true Relipio 
and ee W sf to be preſerved, 
; pure and Stege! in 
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It is mote curious and diffibult ha, & 
 eeffary,: tot accbunt for the Prop 
Mankind, to receive and tetain duch il . 
Preſſidns of the Deity, and Hig Government 
af the World. Whether they tn be . 
E to thoſe Feats aad!Horrors;\ hich are 
apt ſometimes, eſpecially» in ſome Perſons, 
Sand wholly poſiels'the' Ima pination, 
and thereby diſturb and pee theilt 
| Reaſon:— Or, to their violent Reſentments 
againſt thoſe who offend and injure them, 
which tempt them to atenge chemf:bves . 
proportion ta their o.n Power, rather than 
to do Juſtice in proportion to the Offence; 
arid hence lead them to imagine, that the 
greater Power the Perſon offended is pol. 
ſeſſed of, the greatet Puniſhment he Till 
conſequently inflict : Or, whether they 
may be owing in ſome Inſtances to the 
Strength of any othet Paſſions; ſo nuch 
is certain, That human Paſſiom and Aﬀec+ 
bons, either ſeparate or united, have a great 
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Iufldence upon their Uaderſbedings, m 
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motels 

Eh... 42 Haie den bas 
gi 1K 6700 alia 55 "ot 
with any Precifion, how uch Opinions have 
actually ariſen” and ſpread in the World; 

particularly: this batbarous Notion of a State 
of never · ending Miſery; and Torment. The 
Heathen Peet, adopted «the>vulgat Fables, 
in regard to! the different Speeies of the In- 
fernal Torments. : And Virgil affigus a per. 
petual Duratiop of Miſery to ſome Crimi: 
nals; — © Sedet. æternumpue fedebit Tofolix 
Thiſeus :*— though to others he is ſo fa- 
vourable as to allow, in-proceſs of Time a 
Releaſe : So that his Doctrine has a remark- 
able Confotmity to the Popiſh Hell and 
| tory,— But it was the Buſineſs of the 
| Potts to affect the Imagination: And to this 
End, they made the like Uſe of the fubu- 
jous Traditions of their Times, Abbes 
ſpear does of his Witehes and Apparitions. 
—/Theſe were the Poctarum & Peckuri 

Portrenta, which Cicero, às a Philoſopher, 
ſpeaks of with ſo much Contempt, as to 
ſay; Who can be fo: OT PT INS. 2 
7 rr tot rer P60hs 
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Alen (UH nn 10185 11 01 aids 4 1501190.” - 
„Aa bemef ſeems ta! adopt: the Dodds ef —= 
eternal Torments in good Earneſt; and 
thunders it out, not only againſt Criminals, 
but againſt all who do DO his Korgn. ; 
_ HisLarguageis, * They (hall undergo the Ri- 
4 gours of an infinite Pain. They ſhall never 

« be caſed in their Tormepts,— They ſhall 
« be eternally confined in the Fire of Hell. 
hey ſhall dwell there eternally — God 
« will e e their burned Skin into a new” 
«Skin, that they may ſuffer the more 
« He hath re 780 "Hell for them, where. 
ei they mall 78 remain eternally. — The Infi- 
ve dels my be encompaſſed with Flames of 
„ Hel}. — They ſhall have Shirts of Fite.— 
ct c*. "Bolling Water ſhall flow in upon their 
. Heads :— The Fire ſhall burn what is in 
their Bellies, and fhall roaſt their Skin. 
They ſhall be beaten with Clubs of Iron. 
« — When they think to go out of this 
Fire, they ſhall enter further into it.— 
« They ſhall not die in thoſe Torments, a | 
« their Torture ſhall never be aſſwaged. 
They ſhall in vain" implore Succour of 
God. — They ſhall demand of the Keeper” 
<« of the Fire, Will thy Lord never deliver 
« us from theſe Pains . He ſhall anſwer. 
<« them, Ye. ſhall abide there eternally. 3 
cc « They ſhall never get out of this Fire, 
e neither 
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| why 
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4 neither be able to repent Their. Pains 
* ſhall be aug ented, ere Fan 
& choca LEES K+ 5 5 2 YN 


k 7 * : * W 4 2 8 ty 
. * = Fi 1 8 75 To j $4 2 I! 8 PIE > 


| . Appen e n b Doarine of 
| eternal Torments, is certainly a Mahometan, 
if not a Heathen Doctrine. a But whether it 
be a Jewiſh, or a Met oath ONE te- 

mains a 1 of ! 


1 5 not yet a FOO to 9 7 y. 
Thing like it, in the Writings of the Od 


Teſtament: And am fully. convinced that 5 


thoſe Paſſages in the New, which have been 
thought to imply it moſt ſtrongly, do *. 
realy, and- in the ſtrongeſt Manner imply 
the contrary— And for Proof of this, I beg 


leave to refer you t to a 1 now Being 
to be 1 1 a ed) 
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If the e of being elvis into a 
Furnace of Fire — caſt into a Lake of Fire. 
into everlaſting Fire — into Hell, © where the 
Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched ; 

A do not import a total Deſtruction, or An- 
nihilation; 1 muſt confeſs myſelf to be ut- 
terly at a Loſs; and muſt beg your kind 


e in order to — out the ce 
| : 


11 K 
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1 : 0 OR. 
| he I tella Manwhoſe Mouse äs em Fire 
That that Fire is anquencbable;;; the Mean- 
ing is the lame; ds if d told him, that his 


ſoms,- are infected by: the Worm; That he: 
| cannot kill that We 12, r, that it uni not 
die; it bs the ume Thing as iii told him, 
that his Fruit will. come to nathitig, or his 


a Diſtemper, which id fup d p 
from Worms, and he i is ane v e Morm 
«od : t dt; 3 themes the. Phraſe 
muſt be; th the:Diſcals! will end: in the 
e Patient. Andi if ſuch Phraſes 

— —- among the Jews, 
and that hen any Retſon ell nee ay Dit. 
par 2 * would 
dim Deſtruction, it was uſual for them 

to ſay, 0 That — that will not die; 
or, That is a Fi at will not be quench- 


ed; the Senſe io Denfadily-intelligibles: They 
hw: that md“ a —— en Was 


| e 175 e I "bike ſe of. if 
{up ee Woes,” or ' other" uſeleſs 
” thrown into an unquenchable 


Houſe: would: be: entirely deftivyed:! If 1: 
tell a Gardener, / whoſe: Plants; or the Bloſ-: 


& Fire, 
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Plants dic. Or, if a Patient is afflicted with 
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Eine and: Fark not. to be- ae e 
ſtroyed in that Fire; or, à living — 
caſt into it; and yet preſerved: alive fbr ever 
in it: For, throw ing into the Fixe is always! 
under ſtood, to be the moſt eres Way 
to deſtroy T hing: And the eſs: extinguiſh-! 
able the Fire is, the Fer will the 
Subject &\thrown- in be conſumed; And the 


original Terms, al y ttanſ- 
lated, is, To urn up, 1 cn by! | 
Fire: which is ——— toraBeing: | 
preſerved in the Fire. Be b : 
Cha with 'unquenchable 
The Expreſſion here'is iprobably; ortoive 
from Malachi iv. 1. Fur behold. — = 
cometh that ſball burn at Ouen; und 
the Proud, Dea, and all that-do weed ſhall: 
be Stubbie; and the Day that rometh ſbull 
burn them up, ſaith the Lord of Heſts;' tbat 
it Shall leave them neither Noot nor Branch.— 
Similar to this is the ey in the Epif- 
tle to the Hebrews: Our Gad in c- 
ING Fire, eren Which dignifies, | 
utterly deſtroying; the very revetſe of pre- 
ſerving. There is, indeed, ſo direct a Con- 
tradiction between the Idea of preſerving 
any Creature alive, and that of throwing it. 
into a Fire, a Fire that cannot be extinguiſh- 
ed; that if duly conſidered, it is amazing 
how Men came to Join To oppoſite Ideas 
£5 .* - Together, 
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gether „or imagine them ms 22 


oer — their” — kin into A ne 
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; laſting Torment. to — offending | — 
3 un of their everlaſting Deſtruction; 


"1 f Scripture. in a Senſe contradictory 
10 Renten. Juſtice and Humanity, when 
turally. 1 Yee a. different Senſe, agree- 
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The Subject is bedeckte, as "OW as: an 
Chriſtian: Revelation is concerned, to this 
ſingle Queſtion: Whether the afore · men- 
tioned Expreſſions are intended to convey to 
us the Idea of everlaſting Torture, or of 
everlaſting Deſtruction, 1. e. Annihilation ? 
— Perhaps, ſome may be inclined to think, 


that they ſerve to convey Ideas, both of Tor- 
: 1 and of total Deſtruction. With ſuch 
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no Controverſy. — — 
tion, the Torment or Miſery cannot he in- 
finite, © And t is only that | Mahorhetan, . 
Pagan, and (as I muſt conſeſs it 10 
me at preſent) moſt abſurd, cruel, Anti- 
_ Ehriſtian, ;and:daibelicat LA ind uf Sghine, 

oy: weren I I 3 
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Hiker WA imply, that "the" Sentetſe — 
eternal Death fhalt be exerted Gen 
nals with Circe omftances of 8 he: 
ror and Pain, proportionate" dg their Guilt,” 1 
readily attow Zo . Vet arn not of G. 
pinion, that the Figures of being caſf inte 
wnquenchable Fire, and the like, àre intend- 
ed to convey to us any Idea of Torment, but 
Holey that of total Defirufion, or Annihila- 
tion, or a ceafing to exiſt. Andꝭ the Paſſage 
in the Book of Revelations, where it is faid, 
that Death and Hell (i. e. Hades) ſhell be 
enſt into the Late of Fire, ſeoms < me de- 
_cifive in this Point. For certainly the mean- 
ing there is, not that Death and Hates ſhall 
be 7ormented (which is ep t ahn | 
1 be 85 
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to or to extaauſt the Subject: But 3 
o tepteſent to vm im few Words, be 
Visw which 1 have of 11 at preſent; .and-ts = 


_ dix'bf-the Ohſion Revelation, a art [arr 
mediately concerned, yo dannot find youre 
ſelf unconcerned. 
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For my 3 1 I am 1 that 3 
the vulgar Nation af eternal Torments has 
been productive, not of Virtue and Hap- 
pineſs, but of Wickedneſs and Miſery if 
the World, where it has been moſt ſeriouſl 
and ſteddily believed. However, Conſe- 
| huences art not the Subject of our Enquiry, ' 
but the Truth of the Doctrine. The pro-; *-7 
per Queſtion is, What is the Doctrine of TO 
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